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Despite Economic Slump, Evening of Fine Wines Comes 
Through for Student Scholarships

New Student Government Association Officers Elected

 On April 13 and 14, online elections were held for Student Government Association 
positions. But a tie for the office of president made a runoff election necessary on April 27.

The election for the office of president included three candidates, one of whom was 
a write-in. On the ballot were Markie J. Bedus and Evan Cruz, while Alex Tettey Jr. ran as a 
write-in candidate. Though a debate was not held, the contenders found other ways to cam-

The Evening of Fine Wines, Manches-
ter Community College’s premier fundraising 
event, was held on Friday, April 1, and raised 
$150,000 in gross revenue, up  50 percent from 
last year, said Martin Hart, the Acting Associate 
Dean of Institutional Development.

The scholarship funds were raised 
through both silent and live auctions as well as 
the sale of Mardi Gras beads (for $10 a strand) 
to participate in a heads-or-tails game.

            From 7 to 10 p.m., MCC’s Frederick 
Lowe building was filled with 700 guests, in-
cluding several beer and wine vendors. MCC 
students, faculty and staff made all the food, 
decorated the venue and volunteered to staff the 
auction.

                Students catered and served a variety 
of foods, from entrees to dessert. It seemed like 
protein was the big hit of the night, said Elise 
Soto, a culinary student.

                MCC’s Culinary Arts faculty encour-
aged students to interact and receive feedback 
from the guests.

“It’s nice to say ‘hi’ and hear what they 
say about our food,” said Nicole Calabretta, cu-
linary student. “This is what we want to do.”

By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba, 
Amy Arriaga and Mark Piombino
Live Wire Staff Writers

See Wines pg 3

New Student Government Association President Alex Tettey Jr. 

The Evening of Fine Wines, April 1, 2011 featured a Live Auction, in progress above, as well as numerous area wine vendors. 
The event raised $100,000 for Manchester Commnunity College foundation scholarships. 
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By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba
Live Wire Editor

paign.  Signs around campus for each of the candidates were plentiful as 
the election approached.

The members of the Student Government Association for the 
2011-2012 school year are: 

President: Alex Tettey Jr.

Vice-President: Bettina Batson

Social Vice-President: Bethany Stuck

Secretary: Adam Landerman

Treasurer: Julie Larkin (write-in)

PR/Marketing Chair: Matthew LaChapelle 

During the election the Manchester Community College home-
page provided a link to the voting site where students signed-in using their 
banner identification numbers and passwords. A few students who did not 
use Internet Explorer were unable to vote for Tettey and instead their votes 
were cast for an MCC student who was not in the running. 

   MCC Student John Lasella, who is a member of the Manchester 
Political Union, brought the problem to the attention of the Student Gov-
ernment. 

“I noticed problems with casting votes the last election but I didn’t 
know anyone running so I didn’t say anything because I really didn’t care 
about that election,” he said. 

That election was two years ago; there was no election in 2010 
because all the positions were uncontested.  Electronic balloting was first 
used in an election at MCC during the 2006-2007 academic year.

Since the first round of voting resulted in a tie between Cruz and 
Tettey, a runoff was scheduled for April 27, during the annual Spring Fling. 
The second election was conducted with paper ballots that required a 

See Election pg 2
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Farmer’s Market Starting June 29

The MCC Farmers’ Market will open the season on Wednesday, June 
29. The hours for the new season will be 1.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. The 
market will be held each Wednesday, until Oct. 19 at the Manchester 

Bicentennial Band Shell in the back of the college.
For the 2011 season, farmers and vendors, include:

    * Futtner Family Farms
    * Sweet Pea Cheese
    * Olivia’s Garden

    * Shayna B’s Bakery (Gluten-Free)
    * Bottomland Farm

    * Beckett Farms
    * Chaplin Farms

    * Custom Slate Signs
    * Mayflower Soaps and Lotions

    * R & S Magnetic Jewelry
    * Tranquil Morning Farms

    * Claudia’s Florals
    * LaBrioche/French Bakery

Also many weeks will include music by varied artists, children’s 
programs by the Lutz Museum, pony rides and face painting for the 

kids and Red Cross Blood Drives.

student to supply their banner number and check a box for either Tettey or Cruz. 
Tettey received a majority of the votes cast, said T.J. Barber, director of Student Activities.

Barber, who was conducting his first election since joining the college last spring, 
said the problem was not unexpected.

 “There has been a problem every year since electronic balloting was attempted 
and every year they end up having to use paper ballots in the end,” he said. “Next year, 
we’ll be trying something completely different.” 

 David Flynn, a systems analyst and programmer at MCC, raised his concern that 
the college might not have the time or the resources to carry out the type of election that 
they want to have. 

“Considering that the election is only two days, people should have the option 
of voting on campus at specially designated computers,” said Flynn. “ Pre-election, there 
should be adequate time to test out voting on a bunch of different browsers.” 

Flynn suggested that the problems that occurred this year might be attributed to 
the fact that MCC upgraded to a new server right before the elections.

 “Maybe they should stick with paper ballots,” he said, “but even then there 
might be problems because elections are somewhat contentious by their very nature.”

Cruz, who lost the position of president to Tettey in the runoff, said he ran to 
serve the college.

“I had new ideas that I thought the Student Government should have run with like 
each student having their own MCC email address,” said Cruz who had attended meetings 
with the college’s internet technology department where he was told that Blackboard Vista 
is obsolete.  

 Cruz, who is on the Commencement Planning committee, said he felt that the 
fact that students had to revote was a disadvantage that cost him the election.

“I was so involved with commencement planning that I couldn’t campaign all 
over again.  I passed out more than 700 fliers and posters the first time but I wasn’t able 
to put up any for the second election,” said Cruz, who plans to stay involved on the MCC 
campus. “I’m not going to stop because I’ve lost.”

  The new Student Government Association members will start work in the Fall 
2011 semester. 

Cont. from Election pg 1

CORRECTION:

In an article entitled “Murder They Will Serve,” which ran on page 3 of the March 28, 2011, 
issue of the paper, the date of the Murder Mystery Dinner was incorrect. The event was held 

on April 26, not April 6.

Osama Bin Laden 1957-2011

Bin Laden was born in Saudi Arabia in 1957 to a Yemeni 
billionaire named Mohammad Bin Laden and a Syrian mother. He 
was one of over 50 children and leaves behind several stepmoth-
ers. In the last few years of his life, he resided in the tunnels and 
caves of Afghanistan. He was not always so reclusive, as he was 
highly involved in community organizing and loved to be in the 
middle of heated political debates. Bin Laden participated in, and 
was a leader of “jihad” and was very proud of the organization he 
created, known as al-Qaeda. Bin Laden traveled around the world 
as his career as a professional extremist allowed him the pleasure 
of becoming a household name. Bin Laden leaves behind many 
friends and admirers all over the world. Bin Laden was found dead 
in Pakistan after a long search by International Military Forces, 
and was killed by American Military Forces. Bin Laden fathered 
approximately 20 children and leaves behind a wife. The memo-
rial service will be determined after government investigations are 
complete. Calling hours will not be possible due to long distance 
calling rates; however donations and memorial gifts can be made 
to the Victims of 9/11 Fund. For more information contact Pres. 
Barack Obama. 

By Samson Zarek Hampton

Live Wire Assistant Editor

Obituary
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            The event attracts a wide range of patrons, from MCC alums to lo-
cal bigwigs. The evening was DJ-ed by ICE, MCC’s internet radio station, 
and student musicians also performed during the evening.

             Several vendors said they enjoyed the chance to allow guests to 
sample their goods.

“It’s a very nice experience, we normally don’t do wine tastings,” 
said Bob Chipkin, of Cassidy Hill Vineyard in Coventry. “But since it’s 
such a close location it’s hard not to come.”  

              First time attendee Caroline Moroch, of Priam Vineyards in Col-
chester, was satisfied with the outcome of the event.

“It’s awesome, I want to come back every year,” she said.

Other attendees make it a point to come every year.

“MCC has been hosting the event for 19 consecutive years and 
it’s still going strong. It’s changed for the better, it’s much bigger now 
and it has way more pizzazz,” said Gary Crump, owner and winemaker of 
Priam Vineyards.

            In addition to wine, other beverages were served, including beer 
and coffee.

“It’s locally brewed and it’s the best,” said Jim Megee, of Brio-
ni’s Ultra Premium Coffee in Glastonbury. “[We’re the] beverage kings.” 
Brioni’s also offered tequila during the night.

Gene Mazur, president of the MCC Foundation, said the auc-
tioned items raise needed funds for the school.

“I have spent 12 years as the president of this foundation and last 
year, the auction raised $1,200 for two items, which is a whole semester 
for a student,” said Mazur.  

 The items at the silent auction were also popular with Steve Pack, 
who regularly attends the auction, and his wife.

 “We usually walk away with some nice things, a couple times 
we’ve won a few vacations,” he said. “…I always bid and I feel good 
about what I bid on.”  

Cont. from Wines pg 1

Center for Continuing Studies

Getting a Bachelor’s Degree is closer than you think.

Visit a convenient Information Session, 
and learn how the Bachelor of General 
Studies (BGS) program and the newly 
approved Bachelor of Professional 
Studies (BPS)* program can set you on your 
path to completing your degree.

For returning adult students with 60 credits or 
an Associate’s Degree, UConn’s BGS and BPS 
programs offer one-on-one academic advising 
and fl exible scheduling to fi t your busy life.

* The BPS degree completion program offers three 
concentrations: Occupational Safety and Health, 
Organizational Studies and Web Technology. 

Information sessions 
are 

hosted at all 
six UConn 

campuses statewide:  
Avery Point, 

Greater Hartford, Stamford, 
Storrs, Torrington & 

Waterbury.  

Call for information 

877-369-9281
or visit our website

BGS.UConn.edu

Just a few of the fabulous wines for auction during the Evening of Fine Wines event.  
Photo by Rich Carpenter.

Next year’s Evening of Fine Wines event will be held in 
April 2012



Meet A StAffer

MCC News4   Live Wire,  May 9, 2011 

M
e

e
t
 A

P
r

o
feSSo

r

KAren reynoldS, PSychology

What is your hometown?

Coventry, Connecticut

Where did you go to college?

 My undergraduate [work] was at University of Connecticut and my graduate [work] 
was at Goddard College in Vermont. My master’s degree is in psychology and counseling 
with a focus on transpersonal psychology.  Transpersonal Psychology is an off-shoot of Hu-
manistic psychology with an emphasis the development of human consciousness, health, and 
spirituality. 

Where did you work previously?

 I was a manager of volunteer training and activities program at Big Brothers and Big 
Sister from 1999-2003.  I was the Director of Community Outreach at Women’s Center of 
Southeastern, Connecticut 1996-1999 and the Manager of the Retired Senior and Volunteer 
Program from 1994 to 1996. 

Why did you choose to work as a professor?

 I love teaching and I enjoy the diversity of the students at MCC. Each class is varied 
in terms of student demographics: social economic class, ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation, 
life experience, and age.  Every semester is filled with new classroom dynamics, which is a 
fascinating challenge. 

 My background is in social work and psychology.  Social work is predominately 
focused on intervention after problems develop.  Higher education is focused on prevention 
and guiding individuals in a positive direction.  Ultimately, education enhances and improves 
the lives of students in a multitude of ways.  Students with a degree will be more likely to in-
crease their income, make better educated choices, and find jobs that lead to better healthcare 
plans.  Vicariously, family members see the student success and it has the potential to inspire 
others to do the same. 

What classes do you teach?

 Recently, I have been teaching General Psychology 111 and 112 and Child Psychol-
ogy.  In the past I’ve taught Industrial/Organizational Psychology, Lifespan, Social Psychol-
ogy, and Psychology of Women.

Why did you choose to work at Manchester Community College?

 Once again, I enjoy the diversity of students.  In term of the environment, I’ve 
worked at colleges that do not have the accessible classroom technology, which allows an in-
structor options. Some colleges require scheduling DVD players and using Power Point slides 
is out of the question.   

 The faculty and administration are helpful at MCC.  The college provides workshops 
and on-line resources to assist new and seasoned instructors. If you want to improve as an 
instructor, there are many opportunities at MCC to enhance skills. 

How long have you worked at MCC?

 I taught in the early 1990s (1993 to 1996) then left to work as a manager of a senior 
volunteer program. I returned in 2003 because I missed teaching and I wanted a job that 
would allow me to work part-time while I raised my daughter.  Cumulatively, I’ve taught at 
MCC for approximately 11 years. 

What activities are you involved in at MCC?

 I have attended various committees and workshops at MCC.  For the past 
two years I have volunteered as an academic advisor helping students select their 
courses, consider transfer issues, and referred students to other MCC services.

What is your favorite movie(s)?

 Gandhi is my favorite movie (I’ve watched it about 50 times). I reluctantly 
saw Avatar with my daughter and, to my surprise, I really liked it.  Two other favor-
ites are A River Runs through It and an obscure movie called, The Grey Fox with 
Richard Farnsworth

What is your favorite music genre(s)?

 I have very eclectic taste in music. There is very little that I don’t like but I 
do gravitate toward classical and Celtic (Irish) music. 

Who is your favorite artist (e.g. artwork, musician, etc.)?

 I like the Impressionist painters especially [Pierre-Auguste] Renoir and 
[Claude] Monet.  I am fond of the post-Impressionist painter Vincent van Gogh.  The 
woman American painter Georgia O’Keeffe and the America photographer Ansel 
Adams are two other favorites.  In terms of music, I like Neal Hellman’s dulcimer 
music arrangements.

What do you do in your spare time?

 Because I’m a mother, most of my free time is spent taking care of my 
daughter and family activities.  My daughter and I often take frequent trips to the lo-
cal library to explore all the wonderful books.   However, she seems to like the video 
section better so I try to find books that mesh with her DVD selections.

 As for myself, I find a little time to squeeze in a Tai Chi class and dabble 
in family genealogy.  In the summer, I tend a vegetable garden and enjoy outdoor 
activities such as hiking.  

What advice would you give to someone who is considering getting into the field 
of psychology and/or any other social sciences fields?

 If you want to make a decent living in the field of psychology, it is best to 
have an advanced degree such as master’s degree or, better yet, a Ph.D.  You can 
find a few jobs with a bachelor’s degree but the pay is often poor.  

 What is nice about a major in psychology is it opens many doors. There 
are more possibilities than being a counselor or clinician.  There are all types of 
psychologists who are employed as social workers, childcare workers, academic 
counselors, or program directors.  A psychology degree offers a spectrum of career 
possibilities. 

If there were someone from history you could meet, who would it be?

 I would like to meet Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln, and [social activist] Mar-
garet Sanger.  In my field, I would be fascinated to talk to Carl Jung, William James, 
and Virginia Satir (family therapist and author). 

If you were stuck on an island, name a person or thing you would like to have 
with you?

 If I was shipwrecked on an island, I would want a Swiss army knife with all 
the accessories and a sheet of plastic among other survival essentials; there are many 
applications for a large piece of plastic, including building a shelter and collect-
ing water.   If I could select someone to be with me, it would be someone who is a 
survivalist such as Tom Brown (he is a survivalist and an author).  

By Rhonda Ransom
Live Wire Business Manager

Photo by: Rhonda Ransom
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Vig

By Ever Teran
Live Wire Staff Writer

Mr. Vig, you are the Assistant to the Dean of Student Affairs at Manchester Commu-
nity College, what are the tasks that you have to accomplish?

In my role as the Unit Head for Student Affairs Operations, I am responsible for 
the ongoing daily operations of the Office of the Dean of Student Affairs. I assist with the 
planning, program development and problem solving and conflict resolution. I also serve as 
the Student Conduct Officer for Manchester Community College. 

How long have you been the Assistant to the Dean of Student Affairs?

On July 09, it will be seven years. 

Where do you come from? And what was it like? What are some jobs that you had 
before this one?

I was born and raised in Amritsar, a city in the northern state of Punjab, India. I 
left home to join the Indian Army after my first undergraduate degree. For seven years in 
the Army, I lived all over India (did my initial training at the Officers Training Academy in 
Madras for a year and a half). After the Army, I moved to New Delhi, and worked for a few 
years in the corporate world, completed my master’s in International Business, and owned a 
successful corporate communications and public relations firm before moving to the U.S. 

I completed another undergraduate degree from Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity, in communications & Sociology, and a master’s in Higher Education & Student Affairs 
from the University of Connecticut. I worked both at Eastern and UCONN before taking up 
my present job. This is my fifth career.

What were your goals and aspirations when you first came to the U.S?

I was fresh off the Boeing - it takes longer to come in boats from India to the U.S., 
even on a Boeing it takes about 27 hours- at JFK Airport in New York in May 1998. I ar-
rived with a duffel bag and two suitcases, didn’t know anyone, and just wanted to explore 
what the United States had to offer to a nomad like me. 

Do you plan to go back some day?

No! Although I have lived in such exotic locations as the soaring Himalayas, I 
even lived in an igloo on a glacier for three months, the searing Rajasthan Desert and the 
lush farmlands of Punjab in my native India, it is Connecticut that has become a most spe-
cial place for me. I am a self-declared global nomad and Connecticut is home for the last 13 
years. I do visit my parents who live in India. 

What’s your philosophy in life?

Live and let live! The best part of serving with the Indian Army during my forma-
tive years of adult life was to learn the limits to which the human body can be challenged 
– both physically and mentally. Now if someone says, “Life is tough,” I say, “Compared to 
what?” While in the Army, I saw life and death very closely. After such an experience, you 
learn that human beings are more important than anything else in the world.  

Since you started to work here, what were the most common challenges that the      
students encounter at Manchester Community College? Did those challenges change 
over time?

We have a very diverse student body and our students come from a multitude of 
interesting and challenging backgrounds. The most common of the challenges faced by 
our students are taking responsibility of making decisions and choices, time management, 
motivation, and being able to strike a balance in work, college and personal life. For some 
it means having to readjust their expectations of themselves and their teachers. For some it 
means discarding high school study habits, adopting a more adult role where they assume 
a more shared responsibility for learning. For others still, it means being able to manage 

and balance their time differently, to study for conceptual understanding rather than 
memorization; to become more disciplined, more focused, more discriminatory in 
what and how they choose to spend their time and energies. I love the everyday in-
teractions with our students and embrace their challenges whole-heartedly and assist 
them in facing those challenges head on.

As the Greek philosopher, Heraclitus once said, “Everything flows and 
nothing stands still. You could not step into the same rivers; for other waters are ever 
flowing on to you.” Change is the only constant, and the challenges our students are 
faced with, do change with time. 

What is it that you like the most about MCC?

First and foremost our students, despite the everyday challenges they bring 
my way. Second, the camaraderie and collegiality of my wonderful colleagues, both 
faculty and staff who make my job easier and wonderful. I admire their selfless 
commitment and dedication to helping our students become life-long learners and 
wonderful citizens of the world.  

What are your hobbies off-campus?

I love to read, reading and good music are my only addictions, and read on 
a wide range of subjects including spirituality and philosophy. I love to travel and 
my dream vacation is to go backpacking in Europe especially the Alps in Salzburg, 
Austria, the locale for [the film] “The Sound of Music” and Corleone, Sicily where 
“The Godfather” was filmed. One of my favorite cities in New England is Boston 
and I love quaint small Connecticut towns, especially Mystic. I love New York for 
the rich cultural tapestry and the wonderful kaleidoscope of life it has to offer. I love 
creativity and creative people and love to watch theater, I follow a couple of blues 
artists in Connecticut. Once in a while I go to open mike nights and read some of 
my poetry and enjoy having intellectual conversations with friends from diverse 
backgrounds.

I also love outdoor activities such as photography, hiking, bike-riding, 
mountain-biking, rock climbing and sky-diving. I love to cook, entertain and spend-
ing time with my friends and family. I have some close friends in the U.S. who are 
like my family. I have friends from diverse backgrounds both here in the US and in 
India. I take pride in saying that I am a feminist and I have been writing on women’s 
issues and other social issues for a long time. 

In my spare time, I like to volunteer my time with some non-profit orga-
nizations such as the Asian Pacific American Coalition of Connecticut and some 
professional organizations. 

What is your approach to teaching your students in your role as an adjunct 
instructor and as an Assistant to the Dean of Student Affairs? 

Ask questions! Don’t be afraid or embarrassed to ask questions. As the 
great scientist, Louis Pasteur said, “To know how to wonder and question is the 
first step of the mind towards discovery.” Asking questions is an important part of 
learning because it increases alertness and helps to connect information with prior 
knowledge and experience. Chance favors only the prepared mind. Be prepared 
even to ask questions!

 If you were to give one message to the whole world, what would it be?

When you love someone, draw a circle around their name instead of a 
heart, because hearts can be broken and circles never end. 

To conclude, what would be your message for the students at MCC?

The faculty and staff at Manchester Community College are advocates for 

See Vig pg 6
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students as they navigate the college community. Remember that education is 
not limited to the classroom. It takes place on the corner, as you ride or walk 
to any destination, when you listen to or speak with others, and in the silence 
of your solitude. Education springs forth from books, songs, from victory, trag-
edy, joy and suffering. Education is your ability to use what you have learned 
or will learn to be better today than you were yesterday. 

As Nicholas Murray Butler said, 

“People can be divided into three groups:

Those who make things happen, 

Those who watch things happen, and

Those who wonder what happened.”

Take charge of your life and make things happen for yourself. Make your dreams 
a reality here at Manchester Community College.

Cont. from Vig pg 5

your BGS Degree
in just 24 months.

•	 Start	with	your	MCC	degree	

•	 Complete	required	Eastern	courses

•	 Build	in	an	MCC	Credit	Certificate	
as	your	minor	concentration

•	 Advance	with	a	bachelor’s	degree

Accelerate Your Bachelor’s Degree
 at Manchester Community College

Enroll today.
Call	Joanne	Melody	

(860) 465-0206.

www.easternct.edu/ce

Make it Happen at Bay Path College 
► Rolling admissions 
► Transfer up to 90 credits 

► Merit scholarships including Phi Theta Kappa awards  

► More than 30 clubs and organizations 

► Scholarships for Graduate School at Bay Path College 

► Guaranteed internship or fieldwork in your program 

► Ranked in the top tier of the US News and World Report 

 

Transfer Info Session May 11 6PM8PM 

Register at www.baypath.edu 

Maximize Your Earning Potential! 

For More Information: 
Email:transfer@baypath.edu 

Phone: 800.782.7284 x1331 

 www.baypath.edu 

 

The Manchester Community College Regional Career Fair held April 
brought together more than 50 businesses and almost 2,000 job seekers April 9.

 Employers and workers from around the state met in the Great Path 
Academy Gymnasium. The goal of the career fair is to “assist both the employer 
and the job seeker, and provide a medium,” said Julie Greene, coordinator of the 
event.

 In the past the career fair has seen a larger turnout of businesses, this 
year 57 were expected, including Aflac Insurance, CarMax, and Prudential Insur-
ance. Employers were able to hire locally from a great variety of workers, said 
Brian Howard of General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton.

 With a chance to promote their talents, dozens of people showed up.

“We had a line at the door at 9,” said Greene, who believes that this 
year’s turnout was higher than it has been in recent years. MCC student Shawn 
O’Dell attended the event looking for a better job and said he was impressed by 
the turnout of businesses and resources available to him.

22nd Annual Career Fair Results in Large 
Turnout in Hard Economy

By Brendan Lamb
Special to the Live Wire
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 Though Manchester Community College does not currently have a 
lot of service learning projects, for the most part, a new movement has begun 
to increase awareness in the community as it interacts with MCC.  One of the 
ways that MCC has begun to embark in charitable, educational works is to 
invite students of Nathan Hale Elementary School in Manchester to come to 
the college and work on an art project that will be featured in the opening of 
a Community Center in town.  

The art will be displayed June 9 during the opening of the Commu-
nity Center on Spruce Street in Manchester. The center event, in a remodeled 
firehouse, will be from 5:30-8 p.m. and is open to the public

 The students came to the college each Tuesday throughout April.  
The project the students were working on is called, “People and Places in 
Your Neighborhood,” and involves MCC students working with the young 
people on two separate projects that will then be auctioned off, with the pro-
ceeds benefiting various charities.

 The project is a joint effort to get the college more involved within 
the community through service learning, said Susan Classen-Sullivan, a pro-
fessor of Fine Arts and head instructor for the program. Service learning is 
when students are required as part of a class to work on community projects 
to enhance lessons learned in the classroom.

Classen-Sullivan said the project benefits MCC students who will be 
able to gain invaluable life and teaching experience, while the kids will be 
introduced to a creative and individualistic medium of art.

 The first of the projects is a clay mask the children designed and 
painted.  A number of student-created masks and foreign masks from South 
America were placed on a table near the children so they could look at it for 
inspiration.  

 The other project was a portrait of a family member, some of which 
are displayed throughout the hallways in the AST building. The students used 
various items that are commonly found around the house, such as wallpaper 
samples, cloth, feathers and cotton balls in order to recreate a picture of their 
family member.  The children displayed their portraits next to the accompa-
nying picture. Many of them are accurate and colorful.  

 The children were noticeably enthusiastic about their project.  Chris 
Silver, director of Office of Neighborhoods and Families, echoed Classen-
Sullivan’s sentiments.

Service Learning is Becoming Increasingly Relevant at MCC
By Danny Corwin
Special to the Live Wire

“It gives the kids a confidence boost,” Silver said.  “It exposes them 
to a higher education.”  

 MCC students also feel a sense of appreciation and community 
awareness from working with the children.

“Something like this is educational on both ends,” said Fernando 
Garcia, an MCC fine arts major. “We go back to a place we can’t go as an 
adult.  We see what they see; the art.”

 Dan Neiman, a student at MCC and a member of AmeriCorps, a 
service learning corps dedicated to education, said this program has been 
a benefit to MCC and himself.  He talked about the level of freedom that 
the students have where they are turned loose with an art medium and then          
instinctively know what to do with it.  From that point, art starts to emerge. 

 The smiling faces of the children and the looks of accomplishment 
on their faces is reason enough to believe that these service learning projects 
make a difference and will help to steer the children away from trouble.

“It’s great that we can use the power of art to get to these children,” 
Neiman said.

Top Chef Contestant Angelo Sosa Goes Back to the Kitchen at MCC
By Eric Valad 
Special to the Live Wire

Chef Sosa shares tips with Manchester Community College Culinary students.

photo by Rich C
arpenter

 Manchester Community College alum 
and alum of two seasons of the reality TV show 
Top Chef Angelo Sosa raised a stir April 25 
when he visited the campus for a day of meet-
ing and greeting fans and working with current 
students in MCC’s Culinary Arts program.

 Sosa spent the afternoon working with 
culinary students on recipes for a dinner in his 
honor that same evening. People from all over 
Connecticut came to eat and hear Sosa speak in 
the Cheney Dining Room in the Lowe building. 

Sosa started the evening talking about 
his time at MCC in the early 1990’s.

 “The education here is awesome…” 
said Sosa. “…it inspired me to be who I am     
today.” 

 Sosa said that his family was the main 
factor in his decision to become a cook.

“It was the food that brought us togeth-
er in the family,” he said. 

 The first course was a plate of peas, 
rice, scallops and a carved piece of cheese in the 
middle as a garnish. Compliments on the plate 
were given based on its taste as well as place-
ment of the food. 

 “The presentation was astounding,” 
said retired investment officer Doug Chaffin. 
“The interesting thing was the wafer in the mid-
dle.” 

 The second dish was a salad of asparagus, mushroom slices, arugula and smoked 
tomatoes.  

 “I enjoyed it… it had nice flavors,” said retired commercial leasing assistant Mona 
Chaffin. 

 The guests were then served Cabernet Sauvignon red wine while Sosa showed 
photos of his restaurant “Social Eatz,” located in New York City. He also visited his web 
site to introduce guests to his “diet burger” that comes with lettuce, a patty, egg, noodles, 
green peppers and a slice of tomato.  

 The entrée was lamb, with gravy, peppers, carrots, zucchini and polenta. Re-
action was mixed. 

 “The meat could use a little more spice,” said Val Durrant, an electronic tech-
nician who also has an interest in cooking. “But the gravy and the polenta came out 
good…” 

 The meal ended with a raspberry fig sorbet served in a glass with citrus cake 
and white chocolate mousse for dessert. 

“It caught me by surprise,” said Doug Chaffin of the mousse.

“Snow birds” painted by a Nathan Hale kindergarten student. 
Photo courtesy of : art-smart.ci.manchester.ct.us
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I’ve been down and out one or two times in my life. I can remember having 
paid an electric bill with coins and skipping meals to afford gas to get to work. I’ve 
had a refrigerator containing only a piece of unrecognizable fruit, a slice of petrified 
pizza, and a bloated box of Arm and Hammer baking soda. I’ve slept on the couches 
of friends, family and therapists.

But I’ve never been forced to sleep outdoors. I have voluntarily done so, but 
with ridiculously expensive camping gear and only in shameless pursuit of any girl 
who was interested in such an unsavory hobby.

So, when I first heard about the Cardboard City event sponsored by the Man-
chester Community College chapter of Habitat for Humanity, I thought, “Gee, how 
very nice of those kids to do that,” and went to Starbucks. 

But the idea of participating kept pecking at my itinerary.  It came up in The 
Live Wire meetings I attended, the D.A.R.C. club meetings – and in my annoying 
conscience. I finally decided to look into it and was put in contact with Lucy Hurston, 
MCC professor of sociology and faculty advisor for MCC Habitat for Humanity, and 
Abigail Bibens, MCC Habitat club president.

I learned that Cardboard City is an experiment for participants during which 
each person constructs a cardboard residence for a one night stay – creating an entire 
city on the front lawn of MCC. It started in the spring of 2009 and had been held twice 
since. The experiment challenges people to spend the night without everyday conve-
niences – outside in the elements with nothing but cardboard, tape and an often inaccu-
rate weather forecast. But the thrust of the event is to raise the awareness of problems 
facing the homeless in the community, the importance of working together to address 
them and to ultimately reduce the number of people living in poverty. 

  It sounded like a noble cause, and because I have a conscience that could put 
a medieval torturer to shame, I signed up.

I arrived fairly well-heeled. But I kept my expenditures low, using a bor-
rowed sleeping bag and blanket, a cooler from the Dollar Store and two sandwiches 
made from leftover turkey. I’d visited Sears to get a hold of some discarded major ap-
pliance cardboard and packed my books for the three classes I had on that day.

My wife, laughing a little, dumped me out at 8:30 a.m., on the morning of 
the event, leaving me to construct my unit with my very limited carpentry skills and 
patience. After some failed concepts and a few muttered obscenities, my cardboard 
home was complete.

Now, I’ve lived in Connecticut long enough to realize that local meteorolo-
gists are pathological liars. So when they said the forecast for April 26 was partly 
cloudy, high 75, winds 10-15 miles per hour, for desert heat and hurricane force winds, 
with a backup set of clothing in case a nor’easter blew in. The safest way to prepare for 
weather in Connecticut is to completely dispel the advice of local weather personnel. 

And such was the case this time.

By noon, the predicted 10-15 mile per hour winds were gusting near 40 mph. 
Students who had constructed elaborate high-rise homes found their residences across 
campus upon returning from class. Literature, unused boxes and just about anything 
less than 10 pounds had been transformed into missiles. The heat began to rise, and the 
sun was out in full force.

Then rumors of midnight torrential rains began to filter in. My wife called me 
and asked: 1. If I was having a good time,  2. If I had enough ibuprofen for my middle-

“Seasoned” Student Gains Awareness of Homelessness, Community 
Resources and the Need for a Chiropractic Visit

Fourth “Cardboard City” Event Draws MCC. Students, Local Agencies and Gale Force Winds

aged joints and, 3. 
Did I really, really 
want to do this?

I an-
swered “yes” to 
all three. I had 
survived far worse 
situations in life.  
And I was begin-
ning to become, 
dare I say, a little 
enamored by the 
effort, spirit and, 
most of all, char-
acter of the stu-
dents.

I’m an 
academic re-tread, 
and I’m a lot older 
than most current 
MCC students. 
I remember my 
days as a freshman 
and sophomore in    
college right be-
fore I was kicked 
out. We were animals. An overnight anything for any cause was an excuse to turn the campus 
into something out of “Lord of the Flies,” complete with war paint and severed heads on pikes.

This was not the case at MCC.  The students were focused on the event, and not just 
because of the advisor’s presence; they seemed genuinely and sincerely into the whole thing.

As the night wore on, the lights on campus began to go off one section at a time.  I 
was attempting to write, but gave up after the last lighted and wind-free area disappeared. It 
was time to turn in. 

Inside my box, which was nothing more than a corrugated sarcophagus, I listened to 
the wind howl through the gaps I’d missed. I realized later that if I had been thorough, I might 
have been mummified by morning from lack of oxygen. I ate a little and arranged my bedding. 
Tired, I lay on my side and said a quick prayer of gratitude for my life. I thought of others who 
would be doing this tomorrow night and the night after.  I thought about those who might not 
make it through this night.

I drifted off and slept surprisingly well.  The next morning, I was reminded of my 
age, my gratitude eclipsed by “discomfort.” I assisted in the breakdown of the site as my last 
ibuprofen dose began to work and called my wife when things looked decent at the campsite.

I reflected on “awareness” on the way home and thought about how lofty it often 
sounded on a poster or flyer. Then I realized that having experience in, and being educated 
about, a given subject is not the same thing. Awareness is the union of experience and educa-
tion. Cardboard City provided both. And that is invaluable.

  Would I do it again?  I’ll have to see what the chiropractor says. 

Pictured from left to right: Michael Stefanowicz, Division Director, 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, Christopher Paulin, Division Director, Social 
Sciences & Hospitality, Ali Smith, Habitat Chapter President, Habitat 

AmeriCorps VISTA, Abigail Bibens, Habitat Club President, Lucy Anne 
Hurston, Sociology Department; Habitat Club & Chapter Advisor, Pamela 
Carpenter, Chair, Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors, 

Daniel Nieman, AmeriCorps VISTA, MCC (Seated)

By Dan O’Keefe
Live Wire Staff Writer

The Manchester Community College Foundation and the Di-
versity Committee co-sponsored a program entitled “The Future of the 
Middle East” on April 6, in the SBM Charitable Foundation Audito-
rium.  Members of the community as well as MCC students, faculty and 
staff came to get answers to questions raised because of the recent wave 
of revolution and uprising in countries such as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, 
Bahrain, Yemen and Iran.  

The first speaker was, Tunisian-born Mongi Dhaoudi, execu-
tive director of the Council on American Islamic Relations, who came 
to the United States in 1985.  Other speakers included Dr. Mohamed 
Ghoniam, a professor of biology and a researcher at the University in 
Cairo, Egypt, and Amjad Tarsin, a Hartford Seminary graduate student 
whose parents fled Libya when Muammar Gaddafi took power.  

           Dhaoudi said that one day experts will study this sea of rev-
olutionary change in the Middle East, which started in Tunisia.  The 
revolution occurred, he said, because ordinary people would no longer 
endure living under the long-standing corrupt regimes that had been 
well-supported by powers in the West, who he said turned a blind eye 
to civil rights abuses in order to maintain security in the region.  In 
fact, Tunisian President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali continued to receive 
staunch support from France until January 15, the day he was ousted 
when they had to stop a shipment of weapons and body armor that was 
en route  to him.  Only then did they distance themselves from him, 

 Panel Considers Future of the Middle East

refusing him diplomatic cover and forcing him to flee 
to Saudi Arabia.

        Ghonaim stressed the critical importance of 
Egypt, which was evidenced by the fact that oil prices 
went crazy as events unfolded in Tahrir Square in 
Cairo. Ghonaim said he sees Egypt as being at the 
center not just of the Middle East, but the world it-
self. He mentioned the strategic importance of the 
Suez Canal and the fact that the population of Cairo 
is greater than the combined national populations of 
both Tunisia and Libya.

          Tarsin, the third speaker, said he was taught by 
his family to look forward to the time that the family 
could return “home” to Libya.   He spoke of his desire 
for Gaddafi’s overthrow by whatever means neces-
sary, including a missile strike.  

           At the conclusion of the panel, a former MCC 
student asked how those in the audience might help 
those struggling for freedom from the tyranny.  Tar-
sin, the divinity student, suggested prayer; Ghoniam 
and Dhaoudi, who described themselves as activists, 
encouraged the audience to become activists them-

selves.

 The panel was followed by a talk en-
titled “Obama’s America and the Future of the 
Middle East” by Dr. Raymond William Baker, a 
Trinity College professor of International Poli-
tics. 

He stated that the recent Libyan inva-
sion assures that the U.S. will have a role in the 
future of the Middle East and he analyzed the 
texts of Obama’s 2009 address delivered at Cai-
ro in 2009, and to the U.S. Army War College 
on March 29 earlier this year.  Baker predicted 
no change in U.S. foreign policy in the Middle 
East and predicted that our current policy toward 
Libya might be enacted towards Iran in the fu-
ture.  Baker now makes his home in Cairo when 
he is not teaching.

When asked if he felt unsafe as an out-
sider when in Egypt, Baker replied that he felt 
more unsafe at night in Hartford than he does 
in Cairo.

By Susan Garvey
Live Wire Staff Writer

Photo by Dan O’Keefe
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How many of us have sat in a class and wished that those around us who 
must talk and disrupt the entire class would either leave or just shut up?  

I know I’m guilty of putting in my two cents whenever I feel appropriate, 
but, for the most part, I attempt to respect the position of my professors and class-
mates during the class and not be a constant hindrance to the instruction.   This is 
my question: are we becoming a society of instant gratification people, “the NOW 
people,” unable to grasp the understanding and future benefit we obtain by an educa-
tion?

 In retrospect the MCC Student Government Association is guilty of this 
“NOW” gratification themselves; with more thought, I’m figuring it’s more of a 
societal issue instead of just individual.

Let me explain: last fall I requested the SGA look into requiring the school 
to put course syllabi online prior to the first day of class.  I didn’t specify a time-
frame to have the syllabi on the net prior to the start of the semester, although I fig-
ured they could use their judgment and suggestions from the students to compromise 
with the administration if necessary and not constrain the administration to a fixed 
timeframe that may get directly shot down.

It’s been six months and the SGA has yet to address this appropriately with 
the school, although last fall the SGA spent a lot of time planning an additional “Fall 
Welcome Festival” on top of the annual Spring Fling day.  

To tie this all together, let me ask you a question: what’s better for people to 
live on, sugar or a balanced diet?  Sugar gives you the instant gratification of energy 
and a sweet taste but does not provide the overall nourishment we need to survive.   
What greater good do we get out of an additional day of enjoyment over the course 
of the year?  Would it not be better to have the ability to determine the requirements 
of a class and the course information prior to the beginning of the semester?  

I have also used this analogy in the past to help others understand why I 
think course syllabi should be available online before the first day of class: would 
you buy a car without road testing it?  Well, what is so different about your educa-
tion?  It’s an investment in your educational career, and having the ability to actually 
make a better course selection would help you not only while you are in class, but 
probably when you continue on with life outside of college.  

I stole this idea from the University of Connecticut. There students are 
required to read the syllabi prior to the class and are expected to be prepared to learn 
the course.  It’s an interesting perspective; professors post syllabi prior to the start of 
a class and then treat students as adults.  Apparently, at MCC, we must be read the 
syllabi on the first day of class because we don’t know how to comprehend what we 
read or can’t figure out how to get to the Internet.  

Student Government Association Should Ask Itself if Gratification 
Now Benefits All Students Later 

  This brings me back to the “NOW” college students who disrupt class, 
disregard the homework, and wonder why they can’t make it.

Right now, they are having a great time disrupting class, although they are 
not only wasting their investment in education, but that of everyone else in the class.  
College here at MCC, for me, is a step towards a bachelor’s degree somewhere else. 
I know I don’t appreciate it when someone else wastes my time and money, or just 
makes my education that much harder to obtain.  

Reading the articles about Manchester High School having 76 arrests last 
year or Windham High School being taken over by the state concerns me; these are 
the same people who are probably matriculating into MCC.  This is college now, not 
high school, since we are adults there are more freedoms, so we all should attempt to 
hold ourselves to that higher level.  

I’m not one of those advocates that say you have to go to college to suc-
ceed. There are other methods, although if you can do those, then go to it. Some of 
our students with the “NOW” mentality are being supported by the SGA with single 
days of enjoyment. I just wish the SGA would not feed the students sugar and expect 
a substantial benefit in student life; I hope the SGA learns that working towards 
better school policy helps all students. That policy can then make students life better 
throughout the semester.  

Has anyone else sat in a class after registering and said, “What is this that I 
got myself into?”  Enrollment rates are so high there is not time or room to drop and 
add a class in the first week. We are committed to our somewhat blind selection. I 
think our SGA should lead by example, instead of feeding short term gratification, 
and advocate for the betterment of student life throughout the semester so students 
can take their education with them through life.

Photo courtesy of  M
aneater.com

By Mike Brosnan
Special to the Live Wire 

HARLEM: A residential and business district of the Manhattan Borough of New 
York, bounded by Central Park and 110th Street, East River, Harlem River and 168th 
Street. Largest Negro community in the U.S. grew up here after 1910..., The Colum-
bia Lippincott Gazetteer of the World

RENAISSANCE:  A period of high artistic or cultural development; a rebirth or 
revival.  Merriam Webster Dictionary

For the eighth year in a row, Wanda Haynes, a professor of English who 
teaches a humanities course entitled “The Harlem Renaissance,” took students up-
town to the very streets that served as the epicenter of the African American cultural 
renaissance that peaked in the 1920’s and 1930’s.  This year’s trip by bus took place 
April 8.

      “I teach the Harlem Renaissance because it is an important time period that oth-
erwise might ultimately have been forgotten,” said Haynes. “Going to Harlem allows 
my students to actually walk in the footsteps of the authors, artists and musicians 
they have studied all semester.” 

       Harlem Heritage Tours provided a combination bus and walking tour, which 
began on 135th St. at The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. There the 
group saw The Rivers cosmogram, a mural embedded on the floor in the lobby that 
was inspired by author Langston Hughes’ poem “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” and 
beneath which Hughes ashes are buried. 

Other stops included the Apollo Theater, famous having on its stage every-
one from Aretha Franklin to the Jackson 5, and the brownstone where a young Billie 
Holliday was sweeping the steps when she first heard Louis Armstrong’s music and 
was inspired to become a singer.  Attendees saw the train tracks immortalized by 
jazz artist Duke Ellington in the song “Take the A Train” and stood on the hill above 
Harlem in the same spot immortalized by Hughes in the poem “A Theme For English 
B.” The names of the streets that Hughes mentioned in this poem, 7th and 8th Avenues, 
had been renamed and are now called Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. and Frederick Doug-
las Boulevards, respectively.  

           The trip was not just a history lesson because there was plenty of time for 
shopping on 125th Street, now called Malcolm X Boulevard, and attendees got to try a 

break dancing class run by MC Grandmaster Flash and a B-boy named Mighty Mouse, 
aka Jayson Vasquez.  The group posed for pictures at 106th and Park, even though the 
studios of Black Entertainment Television have long since moved away.

      Neal Shoemaker who guided the tour, pointed out the skyscraper on Harlem’s 
southern frontier where rapper/producer Jay-Z and his wife, singer/actress Beyonce 
have a penthouse condominium overlooking Central Park.

      “I was born here and this is not the same Harlem anymore.  I still can’t get over 
having a Starbucks at the end of my block,” said Shoemaker, as he pointed out an 
empty condominium tower that had sprung up during the real estate boom right next 
to a housing project. “We wonder how long it will be before they let the brothers and 
sisters from the project move in since it doesn’t seem like anyone is going to buy these 
condominiums that start at more than a million and a half!”

          Haynes cautioned students impressed by these recent Harlem renovations.

“Gentrification is a double-edged sword because many people and small busi-
nesses that have been in Harlem have been displaced,” she said.

Many on the trip said they were inspired.

         “I used to love to write poetry and short stories, but 15 years in the corporate 
world kind of stamped the creativity out of me,” said Donna Huff, who is studying 
to obtain a real estate and urban development degree.  “Professor Haynes’ Harlem 
Renaissance class and Professor [David] Caldwell’s Introduction to Humanities course 
helped me tap back into my creative side.”

Sharifa Rhode-Pitts 2011 book “Harlem is Nowhere: A Journey to the Mecca 
of Black America” gives an account of the author’s move to Harlem from Texas a 
decade ago when some Harlem residents were fighting against the gentrification (or, in 
their words, “the corporate takeover”) of Harlem. Consider reading this book before 
attempting a trip to Harlem, whether on your own or with next year’s Harlem Renais-
sance class.

“There is a lot that goes into planning the trip,” said Haynes. “We go on a 
Saturday and I start planning the trip for the next year on the Sunday after we get 
back.”

MCC Students Discover New York 
And The New Harlem Renaissance

By Susan Garvey
Live Wire Staff Writer

See photos from the Harlem Trip  on pg  23
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Live Wire Business Manager 

A Puzzle, a Mirage, and a Big Mistake
By Ever Teran 
Live Wire Staff Writer

 Ever since the beginning of civilization, human beings 
have wanted recognition, fame and beauty and there was always a 
longing for truth. In present time, we humans still want such things. 
We want something that will fulfill us, something that will make us 
happy with our lives, something that will satisfy us.

We are like a piece of a jigsaw puzzle, we are trying to fit 
in. We are trying to complete the “picture” of our lives. We need 
to ask ourselves, what is it that’s going to complete us? Just like a 
jigsaw puzzle, we have gaps here and there, and we need to fill them 
with what we think is right. We want to complete the puzzle (our 
lives) until it’s perfect, until every piece fits and there is nothing 
missing. We are not alone in this journey of finding the right pieces; 
we have fellow brothers and sisters that are also in that venture.

Some of us think that brand new cars, a big house, and a lot of money will fulfill our lives. All 
of that is just a mirage that corporations make us believe. An average person probably takes about half 
an hour in front of a mirror trying to make sure that they look just right for society, or for that special 
person. You want to make sure the clothes fit, and that the hair looks neat. Why is it that we do that? The 
answer is that the human heart, just like the jigsaw puzzle, is looking to be fulfilled, the human heart 
wants to be esteemed, it wants to be loved, and it wants to be accepted.

Sometimes we don’t know where we fit in the world. We want to know the future; we want 
to know what and where are we going to be in life. Some of us can’t even imagine or do not even have 
any aspirations, because we think we were a mistake. Sometimes we think we don’t have a purpose in 
life. Some of us may have had parents that have planned and saved money because they already knew 
what they wanted for us, their children. They had a plan for us, and then we have a feeling of knowing 
what we are going to do with our lives. Yet, others think they were never meant to be, that their parents 
didn’t plan them. 

I am a Roman Catholic and I have encountered many people who face such issues as those I 
have written about above. From a theological perspective, I will try to give some answers.

From a Roman Catholic perspective, what will truly fulfill us is love. It may sound a bit corny, 
but love is the key to the living heart. What has fulfilled my heart is God, it is what makes me whole. 
Having cars, money, and big houses are vanity. A person can have a lot of money and possessions, but 
be empty in kindness and love, full of anger, sadness and depression. 

But by just having one thing, love, it can make us feel like we are in heaven, like we are Super-
man and nothing else matters. Sometimes we do lose hope in ourselves because we go through “tough” 
times or because our parents “didn’t want us” and we may think we are a mistake. 

Yet that the mistake that we as people make is that we think that our parents made us, when, 
in reality, it is God that made us. 

Not too long ago, I asked a 6-year-old boy what he wanted to be when he grew up. We have 
all been asked some version of that question. He said “a firefighter,” and when I asked him why, he 
simply said “because it is my dream.” I was astonished when he said that, because he just wanted to 
accomplish his dream. And furthermore, he wants to save lives, he wants to be a hero. The innocent 
child doesn’t know what fame or money is, he just wants to do something he likes, something he feels 
passionate about.

He didn’t say he wants to be a nobody, because he knows at least that his life does mean some-
thing, that he is meant to be somebody great. I say to all of you, don’t ask yourself, “Am I meant to be 
that important and great person that I want to be?” Don’t ask yourself that, because the answer is yes; 
as a matter of fact you already are and have it inside of you. 

What you should ask yourself is “how does God want me to be that important and great 

person?”

 Why is reading for pleasure important?  I’m not talking about just reading 
something because you have to, but reading for pleasure.  Why is it that when we get 
to a certain age, like after graduating from high school, we stop reading for pleasure?  
Is it because we are sick of reading from school?  Or is it that we don’t have time with 
our busy lives?

 To discuss this a little further we must define what reading for pleasure is.  
Reading for pleasure is when you pick a book of your choice to read on your free 
time for your enjoyment.  I know it’s difficult to do because we all have busy lives, 
especially with work, school, families, and so forth.  So, how can we balance family, 
school, work, and read for our own enjoyment?  The answer is to manage your time.  
This may sound obvious, but it’s true.  Most people talk about the things they want to 
do, but don’t actually accomplish them.

 But let’s get back to the question, why is reading for pleasure important?  
Here are some:  It helps you to learn to read faster the more you do it, it develops bet-
ter comprehension to develop language and social skills; it stimulates different parts of 
the brain, and improves writing skills.  You’ll have better grades in school.

Another reason why I strongly encourage people to read for pleasure is that 
many people are functionally illiterate, which is a serious problem.  Many people can’t 
read well enough to help their children with homework, or effectively communicate 
with others.

 Another reason you should read is to serve as a role models to other young 
adults and children.  Show that reading can be fun instead of watching television all 
the time, playing video games, or hanging around at the mall.  

How can we be active readers?  Go to your local library and look for new 
summer reading titles. Take the time to think about the book genres you’re interested 
in. There are lots of options, including mystery/thriller, nonfiction, biography, romance 
and Christian fiction, just to name a few.

 Today, technology has made it much easier for us to read books.  There are 
devices that allow you to download applications for iPads and iPhones, and there are 

eBook devices like the Kindle and Nook.  Avid readers don’t have to walk around with 
one or two (sometimes thick, heavy) books.  People who travel a lot or hardly spend time 
at home, love the convenience of the new electronic book readers.

 I actually have a Sony eReader at home and I love it.  It amazes me how you can 
download and store so many books on it.  Is technology great or what?

So, what does this mean?  Will hardcopy books go out of style?  Not necessarily.   
It’s just easy access for both crowds.  I have heard that people who read a lot are happier 
than those who watch television instead.

 This summer take the time to read a book for pleasure and be an example for the 
younger generation.  Reading a newspaper or magazine is a great start, but you should try 
reading a book, too.

Student Survey Chart courtesy of 
Whitmanpioneer.com
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Reading for Pleasure Isn’t Just Important, 
It’s Fundamental!
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By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba
Live Wire Editor

 The 2012 election is growing near and 
one man is dominating the coverage: billionaire 
financier Donald Trump. It seems that though 
fringe candidates like Trump have always been 
present they are gaining traction each election. 
 Trump has chosen to adopt tenets of the 
Tea Party as the foundation for his presidential 
campaign platform.  Most notably, on April 16, 
2011, Trump spoke at a Tea Party Tax Day Ral-
ly in Boca Raton, Fla., with other Republican 
bigwigs including Rep. Michele Bachmann and 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty, both of Minnesota, Gov. 
Haley Barbour of Mississippi, Sen. John Thune 
of South Dakota and Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney. At the rally Trump publically agreed 
with the “birther” movement, which seeks to 
prove that Pres. Barack Obama has no right to 
hold the office because he is not a U.S. citizen. 

In an ABC interview, Trump explained why he doubts Obama’s citizenship.
 “Nobody knew him” growing up in Hawaii, he said. He added “If I got the 
nomination, if I decide to run, you may go back and interview people from my kin-
dergarten. They’ll remember me.” 
 The Tea Party gained traction in the 2010 midterm elections but is still un-
proven in the real electoral proving grounds: the presidential nominations. It seems 
most likely that instead of sponsoring their own candidates all the way to the Oval Of-
fice the Tea Party will be a breeding ground for super-Republican candidates. Former 
Alaska governor and Republican vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin led the way 
for the conservative new wave and now we get to witness it merge with fringe groups 
and political incendiaries. 
  This isn’t the first time Trump has teased the electorate with his presidential 
aspirations. In the months preceding the last few elections, Trump considered candi-
dacy, said he’d be a great president and then decided not to run. Sure, he’s a long shot 
and a little erratic but many have grown fascinated by “The Donald.”
His most recent ‘trumped-up’ controversy has caught the interest of politicos and 
every-day Americans. The Internet provides all the newest theories for the Trump 
candidacy: it’s a hoax, he wants better ratings for his reality show “The Apprentice,” 
he’s a Democrat/Republican/Tea-partier, he’s secretly pro-Obama, or perhaps he’s 
just a megalomaniac who likes the sound of his own voice a little too much.  
 When I first heard about the Trump candidacy, I thought of one thing: that 
his “you’re fired” catch phrase could easily transition into State of the Union address 
or even campaign ads. “Obama, you’re fired.”  
It’s pretty easy to picture a Trump candidacy since America is notoriously pro-celeb-
rity. Most notably Ronald Reagan, a Hollywood actor turned governor of California 
became the 40th President of the United States. Arnold Schwarzenegger used his 
clout as a Hollywood action hero to become “governator” of California for two terms. 
Coincidentally, both are Republicans like Trump. 
 Certainly the most enjoyable parts of Trump’s “campaign” have been all of 
the examples of Trump vs. Trump. Since he is a public figure his opinions have been 
documented by credible organizations (CNN, Fox and the like) and can be found eas-
ily thanks to YouTube. 
 In separate interviews Trump has had various opinions on who was the worst 
president in U.S. history. In a 2007 CNN interview where Trump praised Demo-
cratic candidates Barak Obama and Hillary Clinton and former New York Gov. Rudy 
Giuliani he also said that former Pres. George W. Bush was the worst president in 
history. Though, he has also said the same of former Pres. Jimmy Carter and, most 
recently, Obama. 
 Trump has also changed his mind about abortion and healthcare reform. 
In February 2011, Trump spoke at the Conservative Political Action Conference 
(CPAC) and in an interview with Fox News, characterized himself as “pro-life.” But 
in his 2000 book The America We Deserve, Trump wrote, “I support a woman’s right 

Donald Trump, pictured above, possible 2012 Presidential nominee 
claims to be vividly remembered by kindergarten classmates. 

If You Can’t Beat It, Trump It

to choose but I am uncomfortable with the procedures.” In an apparent reversal, 
he told the audience at CPAC, “I am pro-life” and pledged to fight for the reversal 
of Obamacare, which contains abortion funding.”
Those who remember the differences of opinion between Arizona Sen. John Mc-
Cain vs. Presidential Nominee John McCain (who Trump endorsed in the 2008 
election) will understand that swaying positions alone do not rule out presidential 
candidates.  
 With a 2008 Forbes estimated net worth of $3 billion, Trump could cer-
tainly afford a presidential bid if his campaign gets that far. The Obama presiden-
tial campaign of 2008 cost a total $750 million.
Whether hoax or not Trump has proven himself a master of controversy. Senior 
White House strategist David Plouffe declared that Trump had “zero chance of 
being hired by the American people,” while The New York Daily News called him 
a clown. But Trump doesn’t seem to be taking his critics to heart. I suppose years 
of jokes about his hairline might have led him to a hardened “sticks and stones” 
exterior. 
 Certainly, running against an incumbent in a presidential election is nev-
er easy. It makes strategic sense for more patient candidates to wait until the 2016 
election when Republicans will fight in an easier battle.  
If Trump gets to a presidential debate, his media savvy and plentiful opinions may 
lead to some of the most memorable sound bites since the days of Palin. But, to 
me, “Trump Palin” has a disturbing ring to it.

By Joe Marandino

Photo by G
age Skidm

ore. reportergary.com
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Murder and Mystery at MCC
     

By kate sheely
Live Wire Staff Writer

On Tuesday, April 26, a few dozen people gathered in the 
Cheney Dining Room for a sold-out evening of Asian cuisine and 
participatory theater. Recipe for Murder!, written by Manchester 
Community College communications teacher Albert Kim, was the 
story of several aspiring chefs who are competing to win the top spot 
on the final episode of Top Celebrity Master Iron Chef. 

 As the audience sat down to an appetizer of crispy wontons 
with sweet & sour sauce, they were transported from the MCC dining 
hall to The Pickled Panda, an Asian bistro in New York City. With 
the strike of a gong, “Master of Ceremony” Chuck E. Chan (played 
by Kim) greeted the audience. 

 “Trust no one. Suspect everyone!” Chan warned the audi-
ence as the production began.   

The characters streamed into the room and began introduc-
ing themselves to their guests. With her southern drawl, Paula-Jimi 
Dean (played by Barbara Savage-Anderson) touted her native cre-
ation: the “butter-cicle on a cinnamon stick.” Julia Childish (played 
by MCC English teacher Kaarina Finegan) loudly proclaimed her 
superior culinary skills, while Rae Rochelle (played by MCC AVT 
Lab Coordinator Colleen Kim) shared her bubbly personality, and 
clumsy Diane J. Ducuji (played by Lynn Steel) dropped all her cook-
ware while giddily describing her dream of opening a circus-themed 
restaurant called “Cirque du Skillette.” 

 Other characters included an entrepreneur named Sly Minos 
(played by MCC alumni Casey Hutchinson), who risks losing his 
investment if Top Celebrity Master Iron Chef fails; Altride Brown 
(played by MCC Student Retention Specialist Jason Scappaticci), 
the flamboyant host of the show; a pair of get-rich-quick PR scouts 
named Bobbie Nockshuss and Ann Oying (played by MCC students 
Christine Greenwood and Kory Baig, respectively); stage manager 
Glenda Gaffer (played by MCC student Laura Atkinson); Pickled 
Panda Head Chef Ping Ling Min (played by Tony DeLuca); and the 
tipsy Judge Judy Andjuice (played by MCC teacher Rae Strickland). 

 The audience enjoyed their Asian-themed dinner while 

Murder Most Foul Dinner Theater a Hit for Second Year

meeting all the personalities in the room. The menu, designed and pre-
pared by MCC professor Sandra Jenkins’s International Foods class, 
included soup, salad, an oriental stir-fry, almond cookies and green tea 
ice cream. 

 After the murder of Judge Judy, each table of guests took 
turns conjecturing about which character was the murderer, how he 
or she committed the crime and what the motive might have been. 
Several tables correctly pinned it on Diane J. Ducuji, whose clever 
moniker includes all the letters from Judi Anjuice’s name. 

 “I liked the interactive part,” said MCC English teacher 
Kathy Bottaro, whose table won for coming up with the most accurate 
murder theory. “The script was very clever.” 

Recipe for Murder! was the second dinner theater presen-
tation at MCC. Finegan said she was optimistic the evening would 
become an annual event. 

 “Our culinary and performing arts students and programs 
have a great deal to offer our campus community through this event 
and other initiatives here at MCC,” she said. 

 Jenkins was also enthusiastic about the collaboration be-
tween the Drama Club and the culinary students.

 “Both [Kim and Finegan] are fun to work with. They’re very 
creative, they love teaching, they love their students and so it’s an 
easy partnership,” she said. “It’s an easy collaboration between the 
communications department and foods department, so that’s a good 
thing.” 

  The English department will also be offering a class for stu-
dents interested in theater. This fall, students will have the opportunity 
to take Finegan’s ENG 214, which she describes as “a mixture of lit 
survey and hands-on acting workshop.”  

 Because tickets for this year’s dinner theater sold out in ad-
vance, the success of future dinner theater productions seems likely. 
Students who are interested in the MCC Drama Club can contact Kaa-
rina Finegan at KFinegan@mcc.commnet.edu for more information.
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Left: Chuck E. Chan  

(played by Albert Kim) 
questions suspects at the April 
26  Murder Mystery Dinner.

Bottom Left:  Julia Childish 
(Kaarina Finegan) rejects

 an unworthy proposition, while 
Pickled Panda Head Chef Ping 
Ling Min (played by Tony De-

Luca) looks on.

Bottom Right: 
Diane J. Ducuji (played 

by Lynn Steel)  professes her 
innocence to the jury.

All photos by:
 Rich Carpenter
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By Kate Perrett
Special to the Live Wire

Discover your potential at the most affordable  
private university in Connecticut.

The University of Bridgeport makes it easier for 
you to become the person you always wanted to 
be by maximizing the number of credits you can 
transfer. With an average financial package of 
more than $20,000 and with over 98% of UB 
students receiving tuition assistance, UB  
has become Connecticut’s most affordable 
private university. 
Encompassing more than 125 innovative 
programs, UB offers a wide and varied 
curriculum that prepares you for a real-world 
career. UB’s small class size, personal attention, 
internships and co-ops all add up to a rich and 
rewarding experience. It’s all part of why UB is 
New England’s fastest growing university. 

To learn more, call 1.800.EXCEL.UB or  
visit www.bridgeport.edu  

Transfer  
Students, 
UBelong  
Here.
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Is Facebook Positive Despite Concerns of Privacy? 
One MCC Student Believes It Is

 In this day and age, social media has become a primary source of communica-
tion for people of all ages.  One of the most popular social networking sites, Facebook, 
has built its empire to more than 500 million users worldwide.  It allows people to con-
nect and re-connect with friends, family, co-workers and even meet new people. 

But despite the popularity of the site, many are concerned with privacy is-
sues.  Email, personal addresses and phone numbers can be easily obtained through the 
site. In May 2010, the company unveiled a new set of controls that visitors can use to 
display as much information about themselves as they would like so they can control 
their privacy. Unfortunately, if too much information is taken away and not available 
for others to view, it can become difficult to search for and find people.  

But for one MCC Student, Brittani Phillips, 20, this was not a challenge.  
Through Facebook, Phillips was able to connect with her long lost half-brother.  This 
was a major step to take in her life since she had never thought it would be possible to 
connect with him until Facebook made it all possible.  

 Phillips grew up in Mansfield, with three very strong, independent women, her 
mother, aunt and grandmother.  Phillips’ biological father was not part of her life, but 
she did have photos of him. In one of the pictures, there was a little boy standing with 
her biological father.  Phillips never questioned it until she was older and asked her 
aunt about the boy. She revealed that the little boy named Brandon was her biologi-
cal father’s son.  After comparing pictures of the little boy and Phillips when she was 
around the same age, she began realizing that they truly had some similarities and this 
sparked her interest.  

 Phillips said she had lots of questions. Did he know about her?  Did he view 
her as the problem that broke his family apart?  Phillips knew that she didn’t have 
anything in common with her father, but that she did have something in common with 
Brandon.  They were two innocent children wrapped up in an unconventional situation.  
Phillips continued to wonder and recently, 14 years later, she took hold of the constant 
wondering and questioning and put it to action.

With information from her aunt, Phillips took the search to Facebook. 

“I took a shot in the dark,” she said.

 Knowing that her half-brother was only two years older than she was, Phillips 
was hoping that he would have a profile page on Facebook.  After typing in his name, 
a couple of options popped up and after thoroughly looking through the profile pages, 
she found with certainty her half-brother Brandon. 

“He was me in male fashion and form,” said Phillips.

After having looked through his posted photos, comments he had made to 
his friends, and learning about him through his profile page, Phillips was even more 
intrigued to get to know more about him and get some of her questions answered.  
After months of building up the courage to write him a message, she finally did.  Phil-
lips didn’t have high hopes because she was unsure of what to expect back.  For all she 
knew, he could have wanted nothing to do with her, but the only way she was going to 
find out was by actually trying.  

 After a few days, Phillips’ received a reply message back from Brandon and 
with not knowing what to expect, she began to read his reply which began to say how 
excited he was to hear from her and that he had been looking for her for the past two 
years. To Phillips relief, she felt good about the situation and was happy that he under-
stood the situation that had occurred and had no hard feelings towards her.  After the 
two had exchanged several messages getting to know each other, they decided to meet 
face to face. 

For Phillips, if not for Facebook, she is not sure if she would have had this 
same opportunity to contact him. 

“Without social media nowadays, some of this wouldn’t have been possible,” 
said Phillips.  “The whole Facebook thing is positive because now I know him.” 
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• Earn up to 4 credits per course; 
only $135 per credit

• Day, evening and weekend courses
beginning in May, June and July

• Transfer credits to another school
 or apply toward a degree or  

certificate at MCC 
• Register early—classes fill quickly

Subjects include: Art, Business & Accounting, Biology, Chemistry, Communications,  
Computer Science, Economics, English, History, Math, Philosophy, Physics, Political Science, Psychology and Sociology

MANCHESTER 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

Go to www.mcc.commnet.edu for the full schedule.

 Down With Web-
ster, a seven-man group 
out of Toronto, is tearing 
up Canada and proceeding 
to the United States. The 
band’s philosophy is that 
their love of music is the 
reason why they sleep in 
the studio and live on stage, 
according to their web site.

The band went on 
a North American tour with 
3Oh!3 in the fall of 2010, 
where they gained many 
fans while being one of the 
opening acts. 

Tyler Armes, the 
bassist and keyboard player, 
said that the group cannot 
wait to get back to the U.S.

“We’re currently 
working on our next album. 
We’ll be down there to 
play new songs soon!” said 
Armes.

Down With Webster already has one CD out called 
“Time To Win, Volume 1,” that was released in 2009, the first of 
two seven-track discs. But band members have said that Volume 
2 will be different.

“Get Ready. Volume two will not be only seven 
songs…,” Marty Martino, Down With Webster’s drummer said 
via Tweeter recently.  “[Forget] that. More music for everyone.” 

The band consists of two MCs, Cam Hunter and 
Bucky, a lead singer/ guitar player Patrick Gillette, Kyle Fairlie, 
Dave Ferris, aka Diggy, as the DJ, as well as Armes and Mar-

Down with Who?By Kaitlyn Smith
Special to the Live Wire

tino. They have all taken their own styles of music and 
wound it into one sound since junior high school.

Josh Garcia, a first-time listener, said he thinks 
Down With Webster will get a modest number of fans fol-
lowing the band.

“The energy in their music is good and definitely 
gets you amped up. I can see my friends and I listening 
to this on the way to a party,” said Garcia, a Manchester 
Community College student.

Down With Webster is a band that stays connect-
ed to their fans by using social networking like Facebook 

and Twitter to their advantage. They are clos-
ing in on 345,000 plus “likes” on Facebook 
and still comment back to fans who write 
on their wall. For every 10,000 “likes” they 
receive, the band releases free downloads or 
something else special to the fans.

Check out Down With Webster at 
www.downwithwebster.com, on Facebook.
com/downwithwebster, Twitter.com/DOWN-
WITHWEBSTER, or the band’s channel on 
YouTube.

Pictured above Toronto Pop Rock/ Hip Hop act Down With Webster are becoming well known on the American scene.

Photo courtesy of upvenue.com
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Poetry Corner
i set me free. 

 BY KATE SHEELY

I was just your paper doll. 
You set me up, then watched me fall. 

You had your fun but now you’re done, 
you tell me I’m just not the one. 

But I’m attached to you with string and glue, 
you’re my puppeteer and my lifeblood too 

and all I do is up to you, 
but now you’re on to someone new. 

So you’ve left me here to find my way, 
I know you’re moving on but that’s okay 

because your cold heart cannot warm my day 
and my searching soul won’t let me stay. 

I have my newfound hands and my newfound heart, 
cause all the glue has come apart. 

So with my hair a mess and my heart ablaze, 
I wave goodbye as we both part ways, 

but you turn your back and shield your eyes 
cause you never liked to say goodbye 

and empathy’s just not your style. 
You’d rather walk around with a made up smile. 

And if that’s the way you want to be, 
showing off for all to see: 

you’re Happy and you’re so Carefree, 
but I know that you’ll think of me. 

And when you’re all alone you’ll wonder, too 
what could’ve been with me and you 

because in our lives there are just so few 
that we can really say we thought we knew. 

And you’ll realize that it’s such a shame  
that life’s this silly f*cked up game 

where we think we know our heart’s desire 
but we realize that it’s such a liar 

cause people change so constantly 
that no one can just wait and see 

if what they think was meant to be 
just might become reality 

cause then we’ll end up puppetry 
and stick around to be lonely 
and that is not the life for me 

So with These Words, I set me Free.

May: 
Mon. 5/9: You, Me and Everyone We Know / 
Ocean is Theory @ Heirloom Arts (Danbury); 

7PM, $14 
 

Thurs. 5/12: Margot & The Nuclear So and So’s 
/ A Great Big Pile of Leaves / Suns @ The Space 

(Hamden); 7PM, $15 
 

Wed. 5/11: Bowling for Soup / Dollyrots @ 
Toad’s (New Haven); 7PM, $18 

 
Fri. 5/13: Move Out West / Light The City / The 
Life I Lead @ The Space (Hamden); 7PM, $12 

 
Sat. 5/14: Guitar Wolf / Cheap Time / Estrogen 
Highs @ Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM,  $15, 21+ 

 
Sat 5/14: My Heart To Joy / Snowing / Into it. 

Over it. @ Madison Arts Barn (Madison) 
 

Mon. 5/16: John Vanderslice / Damien Jurado @ 
Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM, $12,  21+ 

 
Tues. 5/17: Tune-Yards / Buke and Gass / Fake 
Babies @ Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM, $10, 21+ 

 
Tues. 5/17: The Queers / Banner Pilot @ Cafe 9 

(New Haven); 9PM, $8, 21+ 
 

Wed. 5/18: Death in the Park / Evolett @ The 
Space (Hamden); $7PM, $10 

 
Fri. 5/20: The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus @ Web-

ster Underground (Hartford); 7PM, $15 
 

Fri. 5/20: 3 Doors Down / Seether @ Comcast 
Theatre (Hartford); 8PM,  $49+  

 
Sun. 5/22: The Kingston Trio @ Infinity Hall 

(Norfolk); 7PM, $40 
 

Mon. 5/23: La Dispute / Defeater / The World is... 
@ Webster Underground (Hartford); 7PM, $14 

 

The leader in 
integrated  
health science  
education.

UBelong here.

UB Announces New Bachelor of  
Science Degrees in Health Sciences. 

Call 1.800.EXCEL.UB or visit bridgeport.edu  
and get the most out of your transfer credits.

More jobs will be created in the health service professions 
than any other industry. Now the University of Bridgeport 
offers many exciting new undergraduate degrees to meet 
the demands of these emerging career opportunities. 

Earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Health Sciences 
from the University of Bridgeport also means you have 
earned your undergraduate degree from one of the leading 
universities providing integrated health science education 
at the graduate level. At UB you have the ability to further 
your graduate education in a number of health science 
disciplines.

• Environmental Health
• Community Health  
    Education  
• Human Nutrition

• Exercise and Fitness 
• Medical and Clinical  
    Technology 
• Pre-Pharmacy

• Pre-Physician Assistant

B R I D G E P O R T  •  S T A M F O R D  •  W A T E R B U R Y
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Transfer to UMass Lowell to take advantage
of all it has to offer.
Get an affordable, high-caliber education.
• Nationally accredited programs
• New funding for transfer scholarships
• Valuable connections through small classes and 

learning communities

Get a great return on your investment.
• Real-world experience for undergraduate students 
• A wide variety of accelerated bachelor’s to master’s programs
• The highest mid-career salaries among graduates of public 

universities in the Northeast*

Learn more about the value of a UMass Lowell education at
www.uml.edu/value.

Invest in your future
at UMass Lowell.

Office of Transfer Admissions
883 Broadway, Suite 110
Lowell, MA 01854
978-934-3931
www.uml.edu/transfer

*December 2009 survey by Payscale.com
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Everyone should write a campy breakup poem at the end of a relationship. It’s 
liberating. This was mine. Enjoy!
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May: 
Mon. 5/9: You, Me and Everyone We Know / 
Ocean is Theory @ Heirloom Arts (Danbury); 

7PM, $14 
 

Thurs. 5/12: Margot & The Nuclear So and So’s 
/ A Great Big Pile of Leaves / Suns @ The Space 

(Hamden); 7PM, $15 
 

Wed. 5/11: Bowling for Soup / Dollyrots @ 
Toad’s (New Haven); 7PM, $18 

 
Fri. 5/13: Move Out West / Light The City / The 
Life I Lead @ The Space (Hamden); 7PM, $12 

 
Sat. 5/14: Guitar Wolf / Cheap Time / Estrogen 
Highs @ Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM,  $15, 21+ 

 
Sat 5/14: My Heart To Joy / Snowing / Into it. 

Over it. @ Madison Arts Barn (Madison) 
 

Mon. 5/16: John Vanderslice / Damien Jurado @ 
Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM, $12,  21+ 

 
Tues. 5/17: Tune-Yards / Buke and Gass / Fake 
Babies @ Daniel St. (Milford); 8PM, $10, 21+ 

 
Tues. 5/17: The Queers / Banner Pilot @ Cafe 9 

(New Haven); 9PM, $8, 21+ 
 

Wed. 5/18: Death in the Park / Evolett @ The 
Space (Hamden); $7PM, $10 

 
Fri. 5/20: The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus @ Web-

ster Underground (Hartford); 7PM, $15 
 

Fri. 5/20: 3 Doors Down / Seether @ Comcast 
Theatre (Hartford); 8PM,  $49+  

 
Sun. 5/22: The Kingston Trio @ Infinity Hall 

(Norfolk); 7PM, $40 
 

Mon. 5/23: La Dispute / Defeater / The World is... 
@ Webster Underground (Hartford); 7PM, $14 

 

Wed. 5.25: Panic! at the Disco / Fun / Foxy 
Shazam @ Webster (Hartford); 7PM, $25

Thurs. 5/26: Converge / Trap Them / Burning 
Love @ Daniel St. (Milford); $15, 7PM 
 
Fri 5/27: The McGunks / Six Fingered Saints 
@ Cafe 9 (New Haven); 9PM, $6, 21+

Fri. 5/27: Mates of State / Bear Hands / The 
Lonely Forest @ The Space (Hamden); 7PM, 

$15 
 

Sat. 5/28: These Green Eyes / The Shills Cafe 
9 (New Haven); 9PM, $6, 21+ 

 
Sat. and Sun. 5/28-29: BOMB Fest @ WNSC 

(Danbury) Feat. Weezer / Snoop Dog / Co-
heed & Cambria / Portugal The Man / George 

Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic / and 
more...; $99 for both days 

 
June: 

Thu. 6/2: HOT 93.7 Presents Hot Jam 10 w/ 
Lupe Fiasco / Fabolous @ XL Center (Hart-

ford); 7PM, $35+ 
 

Sat. 6/4: Titus Andronicus / Okkervil River @ 
Toad’s (New Haven); 8PM, $18 

 
Tues. 6/7: Glee live @ Mohegan Sun (Uncas-

ville); 7:30PM,  $112 
 

Wed/ 6/8: Against Me! / Screaming Females / 
Lemuria @ Toad’s (New Haven); 7PM, $17 

 
Thu. 6/9: The Get Up Kids / Saves The Day 

@ Toad’s (New Haven); 7PM, $22 
 

Fri 6/10: The Marshall Tucker Band @ Infin-
ity Hall (Norfolk); 8PM, $65+ 

 
Mon. 6/13: The Toasters /  Steady Habits @ 

The Space (Hamden); 7PM, $12 

 
Fri 6/17: The Antlers / Little Scream @ The Space 

(Hamden); 7PM, $15 
 

Wed. 6/22: Taylor Swift @ XL Center (Hartford); 
7PM,  $25+ 

 
Fri. 6/24: Blood For Blood / Wisdom in Chains / 

Death Before Dishonor @ El’n’Gee (New London); 
78PM, $20 

Sat. 6.25: Katy Perry @ Mohegan Sun (Uncasville); 
7:30,  $45 

 
July: 

Sat. 7/2: Def Leppard / Heart @ Mohegan Sun (Un-
casville); 7:30, $65+ 

 
Thu. 7/7: Kid Rock / Sheryl Crow @ Comcast The-

atre (Hartford); 8PM, $22 
 

Fri. 7/15: Motley Crue / Poison / NY Dolls @ Mo-
hegan Sun (Uncasville); 7:30, $75+ 

 
Sun. 7/17: Vans Warped Tour @ Comcast Theatre 

(Hartford); 11:30AM,  $45 
 

Sun 7/17: The Lovin’ Spoonful @ Infinity Hall 
(Norfolk); 7:30PM, $45+ 

 
Fri. 7/22: Rihanna @ Mohegan Sun (Uncasville); 

8PM, $75 
 

Sun. 7/24: Disturbed / Godsmack / Megadeth @ 
Comcast Theatre (Hartford); 2PM,  $33 

 
Fri. 7/29 : Steely Dan @ Foxwoods (Mashantucket); 

8PM,  $55+ 
 

August: 
Fri. 8/5: Toad the Wet Sprocket @ Infinity Hall 

(Norfolk); 8PM, $50+ 
 

Thu. 8/25: Journey / Foreigner @ Comcast Theatre 
(Hartford); 8PM,  $32

4/5 Musicians agree that the most creative artists are often the most distracted.
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By Dan Dobbyn
Live Wire Sports Writer

Sports

Is it spring yet? I’m not sure spring is here 
yet. As I recall, spring came with warm 
weather, blooming flowers and the playoffs 
of the National Basketball Association. 

In the last month or so, I’ve gone 
more days wearing a hooded sweatshirt 
than I have wearing a t-shirt. I’ve seen 
more flowers die than live. It can’t be 
spring yet.

This cannot possibly be spring. 
I know this because the NBA playoffs 
haven’t started yet. It can’t be the NBA 
playoffs. The Memphis Grizzlies just won a 

series. That’s never happened in the postseason. The Indiana Pacers just 
won a game. That rarely happens in the regular season.

If the Dallas Mavericks didn’t get “upset” in the first round, 
then these can’t possibly be the NBA playoffs. That would be ludicrous.

I’ve watched some great and exciting professional postseason 
basketball recently. I’m still trying to figure out if it’s being broadcasted 
from the fifth dimension, however, because Orlando Magic Center 
Dwight Howard can’t even make his free throws within the first three. 
He shot 11-16 from the free throw line in game 5. It can’t be spring. It 
can’t be the NBA playoffs.

In lieu of the NBA postseasons’ past and the free agency 
extravaganza, the large market teams were supposed to win harder than 
ever while small market teams are just happy to be there. I think former 
Indianapolis Colts Head Coach Jim Mora put it in great terms when he 
said, “(Are) you kidding me? Playoffs? I’m just hoping we can win a 
game.”

We’ll start picking apart the Eastern Conference first, where I’d 
like to say that I am at peace for the first time this season now that film 
director and avid New York Knicks fan Spike Lee can watch the rest 
of the NBA playoffs in the comfort of somewhere other than Madison 
Square Garden. 

The Knicks were swept by the Boston Celtics on Easter 
Sunday and will be the only team swept out of the first round, despite 
being labeled the most “dangerous” of the lower seeded teams in either 

The NBA playoffs…or is It?
conference. They only got progressively worse 
as the series carried on, and got pummeled twice 
in MSG. All is right with the world. Stay classy, 
New York.

Now the Celtics go on to face the Miami 
Heat with center Shaquille O’Neal still question-
able for the start of the start of this series. Hon-
estly, Shaq’s health will determine how quickly 
the Heat is eliminated. It will take five games, 
tops, with Shaq in Boston’s lineup, but six games 
without him.

On the other side of the Eastern Confer-
ence semis, you have the Chicago Bulls fresh off 
a gripping challenge from the Indiana Pacers. The 
Pacers only went 37-45 record-wise this year, but 
still managed to lead all but three minutes of the 
first four games of this series. Granted, they only 
closed out game 4 in Indiana after Bulls point 
guard and league MVP Derrick Rose left the game 
with an ankle injury, but considering the youth of 
that Pacers squad, it was still quite impressive.

 The Bulls will take on the Atlanta 
Hawks, who beat the Magic in six games. This 
shouldn’t be close. I call Bulls in five games.

If it were the Magic moving on to face 
Chicago, I may have a different opinion. To have 
Derrick Rose and Dwight Howard go off on each 
others’ teams on the stat sheet and on the highlight 
reel would be a ying-yang clash of dunks, blocks 
and circus shots. 

That leaves the Bulls and the Celtics 
in the Eastern Conference Finals, and I have to 
believe that this is destined for seven games, 
where at least one game will be won by the away 
team and at least two games will go into over-
time. Flashback to round 1 of the 2009 playoffs, 
anybody? 

Unless there’s a serious injury or the 
Celtics’ age catches up to them, this will go to 
seven games, and it will come down to whoever 
takes the last shot. Considering that the Celtics 
have two players who can make the final shot 
(guard Ray Allen and forward Paul Pierce) and 
the best coach coming out of a timeout in the 
NBA, I’d say the Celtics find a way and go to 
the Eastern Conference Finals.

In the Western semi’s, you see the 
Oklahoma City Thunder face the 8th seed Mem-
phis Grizzlies who are fresh off of taking down 
the 1st seed San Antonio Spurs in Memphis’ first 
playoff series win (and first four playoff games 
won) in franchise history. It would be easy to 
select the Thunder to advance because of the 
talented team they see.

You see two-time scoring champion 
forward Kevin Durant. You see point guard 
Russell Westbrook, who’s easily in the top five 
in the league at his position. You see center 
Serge Ibaka, who dunked from behind the foul 
line at the NBA All-Star game. You see Ken-
drick Perkins who won a ring with the Celtics 
and has experience and defense. You see a very 
sexy pick. 

That’s not a bad thing, being a “sexy” 
pick, but is that all there is? They look good, 
but is there anything else? Does this team have 
character? Do they have the brains? Are they 
real or fake?

I did say it’d be easy to select the 
Thunder to advance, but you’d have to believe 
the Grizzlies’ momentum can only take them 
so far.

See NBA pg 22
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New Britain Rock Cats:
 2011 Preview

By Zachariah Hand
Live Wire Staff Writer

Since their introduction to New Britain in 1983, the New Britain Rock Cats have 
been a fixture in Connecticut. Though they have not always been a very good team, they 
have always drawn large crowds and have been thrilling to watch.

Once known as the New Britain Red Sox, a minor league affiliate of the Boston Red 
Sox, the team switched affiliation to the Minnesota Twins in 1995, and became the cul-
tural staple that has since been known as the New Britain Rock Cats. Over the past few 
years, the Rock Cats’ roster has featured star players such as former American League 
Most Valuable Players Joe Mauer and Justin Morneau, as well as Major League All-
Stars Torii Hunter and David Ortiz. After a long winter, another exciting season of minor 
league baseball in Connecticut, featuring major league stars of tomorrow, is set to begin. 

Following a disappointing 2010 season in which they finished at the bottom of the 
Eastern League, the Rock Cats look to rebound with a strong 2011 campaign under 
second-year manager and former catcher Jeff Smith. On Smith’s squad for 2011 will be 
several returning players from 2010, who will provide the team with valuable veteran 
experience. 

Among the returning players will be 2006 first round draft pick Chris Parmelee, the 
first baseman. Despite some struggles during the 2010 season, Parmelee is expected to 
have a big year hitting in the middle of the Rock Cats’ batting order.

Joining Parmelee will be new third baseman Ray Chang, who signed with the Twins 
organization during the off-season as a minor league free agent. Chang, who played with 
the minor league Portland Sea Dogs, in 2010, is expected to bring some stability to the 
Rock Cats’ lineup, while providing a solid glove at the hot corner. 

The lone player on the 2011 New Britain Rock Cats with Major League experience 
will be 28-year-old shortstop Mike Hollimon. Hollimon, a former draft pick of the De-
troit Tigers, spent time with the club at the major league level in 2008. In March of 2010 
he was released by the Tigers and signed with the Twins this past December. Hollimon’s 
major league experience is expected to be a valuable asset to the Rock Cats during the 
2011 season. 

A pair of young prospects will aid the Rock Cats during the 2011 season: starting 
pitcher Liam Hendriks and outfielder Joe Benson. Hendriks begins the season the sixth 
best prospect in the Twins Minor League system, and Benson, coming off a season in 
which he was named Twins Minor League Player of the Year, is rated as the Twins fourth 
best prospect.

Hendriks is expected to solidify the Rock Cats’ pitching rotation, while Benson, 
along with fellow outfielders Evan Bigley and Mark Dolenc, is expected to bring ad-
ditional pop to the Rock Cats offense.

The 2011 season should be an exciting one for fans of the New Britain Rock Cats. 
The team is rich in talent, and appears to have a good deal of veteran experience to back 
up that talent. While there is no guarantee of success, the team seems destined to return 
to the Eastern League Playoffs after a year’s absence.

For the New Britain Rock Cats, the 2011 season looks bright.
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For two basketball seasons, Shenielle Duncan-Clarke and Ericka Sagay filled 
baskets and made headlines.

From Manchester to Minnesota, Shorty and Big E helped Manchester Community 
College rack up a 47-6 record and two consecutive trips to the New England championship 

game.
The National Junior College Athletic Association recently recognized the 

former Bloomfield High teammates as All-Americans. Duncan-Clarke was a third team 
selection while Sagay was named Honorable Mention.

“They made a lot of things easy,” head coach Robert Turner said of the tandem. 
“We were able to do a lot of different things on the court that we haven’t done in the 
past. We were able to press a whole lot more with Ericka’s height and Shorty’s ability 
to anticipate and get steals. And we were able to get up and down the floor and get easy 
baskets because Shorty sees the floor so well.”

Duncan-Clarke, who was an NJCAA Division III All-New England first team 
selection, led all Division III players with 8.9 assists and 5.7 steals per game in 2010-11. 
She broke her own school assist record with 25 in a Region 21 victory over Bunker Hill 
on Jan. 25 and led the nation with eight assists per game as a freshman as well. Over 
48 career games, she had 571 points, 407 assists, 271 rebounds and 244 steals while 
converting 71 percent of her free throws.

Sagay led her team in scoring (17.0 per game), rebounds (12.5) and blocks 
(68/3.1) for a second consecutive year in 2010-11 and turned in three consecutive 
20-rebound games in January, including a 28 board effort on Jan. 6 for the Cougars.

Sagay, who was named NJCAA Division III Player of the Week on Nov. 24, 
2010, was a two-time NJCAA Division III All-New England selection and NJCAA All-
American nominee after her freshman year. She was second among all NJCAA D III 
players with 109 blocked shots (3.9 per game) while playing in all 28 Cougar games as a 
freshman, resulting in a program best 24-4 record and a fourth place finish at the national 
tournament in Rochester, Minn., for the team in March 2010.

Duncan-Clarke and Sagay were key components of Turner’s 23-2 team, which 
finished the 2010-11 season ranked no. 10 in the final NJCAA DIII poll. Both losses 
were to Roxbury Community College, who played in the 2011 National Championship 

game, losing to Anoka-Ramsey (Minn.) 60-55 on March 12. 
Both Duncan-Clarke and Sagay are being recruited by four-year schools and will 

continue their educations and basketball careers in the fall.
“We have been pretty fortunate the past four years,” Turner said of the teams that 

collectively won 83 of 95 games. “We have always had a really great point guard and a really 
great center, which allowed us to do a lot of different things. I won’t say they are the two best 
players that we have had, but they definitely were a huge part of carrying on the tradition of 
winning here.”

Duncan-Clark, Sagay Rewarded with All-American Selections
By Paul Ofria
MCC Sports Information

The new Speech-Language Pathology Assistant Option prepares graduates for careers working in schools  
with children who have communication disorders. SLPAs work under the supervision of a licensed, certified  
Speech-Language Pathologist. 
In addition to required General Education courses and other required courses, specialty courses include:
SLP* 111 Communication Development
SLP* 112 Speech and Language in the Educational Setting
SLP* 120 Communication Disorders and Intervention I 
SLP* 121 Communication Disorders and Intervention II
ECE* 231 Early Language and Literacy Development

A supervised internship is also required.  

For more information on the SLPA option, please contact: 

Dr. Eileen M. Furey • 860-512-2792 • efurey@mcc.commnet.edu
Office Location: T403

Upon successful completion of all Disability Specialist Program SLPA Option degree requirements, graduates will
• Describe the process of communication and the characteristics of effective communication.
• Identify the differences between communication disorders and communication differences.
• Describe the stages of language and literacy development and distinguish among language delays, language disorders and  
 culturally-based language differences.
• Explain and differentiate among the characteristics, etiologies, and impact of phonology, voice, fluency and language disorders. 
• Explain the effect of hearing loss on the development of communication skills.
• Describe the role of the Speech-Language Pathology Assistant in supporting therapy plans for students in educational settings.
 

SagayDuncan-Clarke
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By Paul Ofria  
MCC Sports Information

On April 9, Manchester Community College ace Kevin Madera added a no-hitter to 
his already impressive resume. 

The 2008 Newington High graduate had 15 strikeouts for the Cougars against 
Roxbury Community College in the first game of a Region 21, Division III double-header 
at Marcella Park in Roxbury. The win snapped a six-game losing streak and helped bolster 
MCC’s tournament hopes in the suddenly crowded conference standings. The Cougars, who 
will host this year’s tournament the weekend of May 6-8, are three-time defending champions.

Madera, who improved to 2-1 on the season when he followed up the no-hitter with 
six shutout innings in a big Region 21 win over Holyoke six days later, was an NJCAA first 
team All-American as a freshman in 2010. The 6’2” Madera has 58 strikeouts in 37 innings 
and a 0.73 ERA in seven starts as a sophomore.

The lefty, who led all NJCAA pitchers with a 1.40 ERA last year, threw 99 pitches – 
50 for strikes – and walked four, including the first batter of the game in his first no-hitter on 
a big diamond. Madera vaguely recalled throwing one as a little leaguer.

“He threw the ball very well and was ahead of most of the batters all day,” MCC 
head coach Chris Strahowski said. “Nothing hit hard - I believe one ball left the infield.”

Madera was aware of the no-hitter, but didn’t know if shortstop Jesse Sutherland 
was charged with an error on a routine grounder by Angel Pena after he had struck out two 
batters in the fifth. 

“I wasn’t sure, but I didn’t ask,” Madera said.
 The play was ruled an error and his catcher Kyle Holland promptly caught Pena 

attempting to steal to end the inning.
“He was on point and hitting his spots, both outside and inside and breaking it off a 

little bit too,” Holland, who helped his pitcher out with an RBI double in the second inning, 
said.

Of the 15 strikeouts, 11 were swinging and four looking. Madera walked a pair 
in the fourth – the only inning he did not fan a batter, and struck out the side three times, 
including the seventh when they went down in order. Madera induced three fly-ball outs and 
two were ground outs.

Through April 20, Madera’s had posted a 10-1 career record in 20 appearances, 
all but two being starts. He has 127 strikeouts and has given up just 68 hits over 135 junior 
college innings and hit his first career homerun in his victory over Holyoke at home.

Madera Throws No-Hitter in Region 21 Victory at 
Roxbury

CASH IN 
YOUR TEXTBOOKS

Follett’s Bookstore at Manchester
Lowe Building

Rented textbooks are due back by 
May 17, 2011

Visit www.mctc.bkstr.com for additional
buyback hours and locations.

CHECK IN 
YOUR RENTALS
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By Paul Ofria 
MCC Sports Information

Assistant baseball coach Shawn Barry walked behind a human shield with a 
shaving cream pie concealed under his right arm as head coach Chris Strahowski talked to 
the Manchester Community College baseball team in shallow left field.

The Cougars had just beaten Holyoke Community College 9-4 in a pivotal Region 
21 Division III game after consecutive conference losses to Roxbury Community College 
and Northern Essex Community College and were breathing a collective sigh of relief. 
The team’s concerns had temporarily shifted from how to win a fourth straight Region 21 
tournament to just qualifying for it.

But ace Kevin Madera struck out eight batters over six shutout innings and hit 
his first college homerun in the decisive victory, which also was also Strahowski’s 200th 
at MCC. The first 199 wins took place over 11 and a half seasons and the 200th had been 
anticipated for several weeks. But the Cougars limped through March with a 5-12 record 
and continued to slide into April with 
a six-game losing streak. Some were 
wondering if the milestone celebration 
would have to wait until 2012. 

“I didn’t even think about it,” 
Strahowski said shortly after wearing 
the pie. “At the beginning of the season 
I knew how far it was away, but I didn’t 
expect it to be this far away in April, so it 
completely slipped my mind.”

First baseman Alec Brown 
contributed to the landmark win with a 
four-for-four effort, with four runs scored 
and two stolen bases, while Chris Rivera 
had three singles and two RBIs for the 
Cougars. Brown is hitting .311 with a 
team leading 21 RBIs while Rivera has 
seven extra base hits with a .370 average.

MCC kept it rolling the 
following day with a doubleheader 
sweep (11-1 and 12-1) in Brockton, MA 
against Massasoit Community College, 
putting them at the top of the Region 21, 
Division III standings with a 5-2 record. 
The Cougars were 11-20 overall through April 20.

“We are in a position now where we have two games in hand against Massasoit,” 
said Strahowski, who is in his 12th season with a 202-168-3 career record. “Now we need 
to beat the teams that are below us and hopefully get us in a position where we can get a 
higher seed in the playoffs instead of just worrying about making them.”

But does Strahowski think the team has enough to win the tournament and make a 
fourth consecutive trip to Tyler, Texas, for the NJCAA Division III World Series?

“Pitching-wise, I think we have enough arms in a four-team tournament,” he said. 
“With a three day tournament anything can happen so it’s going to be a challenge.”

Madera has been outstanding as a sophomore, with 58 strikeouts over 37 innings 
and an NJCAA DIII leading 0.73 ERA. Madera (2-1) won the NJCAA ERA title a year ago 
when he was 8-0/1.40 while covering 58 innings. The lefty from Newington, who was an 
NJCAA first team All-American in 2010, has 126 strikeouts in 95 junior college innings.

Strahowski’s 200th Career Victory a Big One for MCC 
Overall Record Aside, Cougars in Position of Strength as Tournament Approaches

Sophomore transfers Kevin Bartlett (Univ. of Albany) and Matt 
Niedzwiecki (Alleghany) have emerged as solid, top-of-the-rotation pitchers and 
freshman Brian Levchuk has worked his way into the mix with several quality relief 
outings and spot starts. Bartlett is 1-4, but owns a 1.84 ERA while Niedzwiecki is 
2-3/2.84. Levchuk is 1-0/3.66 in nine appearances.

MCC will host this year’s Region 21, Division III tournament the weekend 
of May 6-8. The Cougars will take a seven-game tournament win streak into this 
year’s event after winning the previous tournaments – in Holyoke last year, in 
Brockton in 2009 and at home in 2008.

MCC baseball coach Chris Strahowski 
wears a shaving cream pie courtesy of 

assistant coach Shawn Barry. The Cougars 
beat Holyoke Community College

 9-4 in a Region 21 game on April 15, giv-
ing Strahowski his 200th win.

Photos by Paul Ofria

Lefty Kevin Madera threw a no-hitter at Roxbury Community College with 
15 strikeouts on April 9. The sophmore has a 0.73 ERA with 58 strikeouts 
over 37 this season.
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I think the only team that has a chance to beat the 
Thunder in the West would be the Dallas Mavericks. Dallas 
is currently playing the Los Angeles Lakers, but I think it’s 
Dallas’ year to make a legitimate run for the title. I do be-
lieve they’ll get by L.A., thus ending what will most likely 
be Lakers guard Kobe Bryant’s last legitimate run for a title. 
Lakers coach Phil Jackson said this is going to be his last 
run as well, but we’ll see. 

Do they beat the Thunder? No. The Thunder will 
win in six games over Dallas in the Western Conference 
Finals.

With that, we have the old versus the new in the 
finals. You have the Celtics, one of the original 11 NBA 
teams from 1946. They have more prestige than any other 
basketball team. They have the most NBA titles and the 
highest percentage of overall championships won (17 titles 
out of 63 NBA Finals, or 26.98 percent) than any other team 
in the NBA, Major League Baseball, the National Hockey 
League, or the National Football League.

Then you have the new: the Oklahoma City Thun-
der. The Thunder just moved from Seattle three years ago 
with a fresh start, a fresh face, and only two players over the 
age of 30, compared to the Celtics, whose roster’s average 
age is well above 30.

Although the Thunder will have their day, I think 
the Celtics will prevail once again in five games. The lack 
of experience and maturity within the Thunder’s roster will 
eventually be their downfall.

Then, we can look forward to the controversy of 
Dwight Howard staying or leaving Orlando. Stop me if 
you’ve heard this one before…

 

Cont. from NBA pg 18

Manchester Community College sociology instructors Lucy Anne Hurston and Timothy Woods 
led a group of MCC students in working on a home in Manchester as part of the national program 

Rebuilding Together on Saturday, April 30, 2011. Photo courtesy of Lucy Anne Hurston.

Rebuilding Together
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Rapper Grand Master Flash guides visitors on a tour of Harlem near 106th Street and Park Aveue. 
Photo by Sally Garvey.

Attendees of the annual Harlem Bus Trip visit the The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.  The group 
stands in front of The Rivers cosmogram. Photo by Sally Garvey



WHAT WILL 
YOU DO?
When Shayna first came to RWU 
she was a little nervous about the 
transition. The 4+2 Architecture 
major got over that very quickly, 
joining the Multicultural Student 
Union, the American Institute of 
Architecture Students and the 
Chinese Club. Then she made the 
ultimate transition—she decided 
to study abroad for a semester—
in China! The University didn’t 
have a program at the time, so 
Shayna worked with the Spiegel 
Center for Global & International 
Programs to find exactly what 
she was looking for. Shayna took 
the University and the world by 
storm. What will you do?
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WISHES YOU A SAFE SUMMER VACATION! 
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