
Gender Neutral Bathrooms:
 A Partial Victory for Manchester Community College Students

“MCC on Main” Promises to Strengthen Ties Between College and Community

Manchester Community College will soon have a second, 
though small, location thanks a recently received donation of $1.3 
million from First Niagara Bank. The donation included a build-
ing located at 901/903 Main St. in downtown Manchester and a 
$500,000 dollar unrestricted grant for the MCC Foundation, ac-
cording to a college press release.

MCC Pres. Gena Glickman said the $500,000 will be 
used for capital improvements and operating costs for the new 

building, but that more funds must be raised in order to 
complete the upgrades and changes estimated to cost a 
total of $2.9 million.

The structure was built around 1898 and 
housed Weldon Drug store. Then it was the home of 
Regal’s Men’s Store from 1940 to 2001, according to 
the Manchester Historical Society. 

It has been owned by First Niagara Bank   
(previously Savings Bank of Manchester, and New   

Alliance Bank) for ten-and-a-half years. 

Plans of what to do with the space are still in 
the preliminary stages, since it is currently still occu-
pied by First Niagara, said Charlene Tappan, director 
of marketing and public relations at MCC. But one use 
has already been agreed upon.

“A first renovation could include converting a 
portion of the first floor into an art gallery space,” said 
Tappan. 

By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba
Live Wire Editor

901/903 Main St. in downtown Manchester (center), will become an additional MCC facility. Photo by Rich Carpenter 
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 After two 
semesters of work by 
members of the Pride 
Club, Manchester 
Community College 
has a total of six gen-
der-neutral bathrooms 
on campus. But, ac-
cording to MCC Pride 

members, this is just a first step to creating a more inclusive campus. 

One additional unisex bathroom has been added to the first 
floor of the Learning Resource Center B-wing, replacing a men’s 
bathroom. The other 5 gender-neutral facilities already existed on 
campus: one in Great Path Academy and 4 in the stand-alone Village 
classrooms.

Shae Sau, the president of Pride Club, and Kayla Mon-
talvo, the vice president, were unsure how people would respond 
to their request for gender-neutral facilities. A gender-neutral bath-
room is one that is not labeled for the use of men or women only, but 
can be used by someone of either sex or someone who prefers not to 
identify with either gender.

Sau and Montalvo, who spearheaded the effort to add 
gender-neutral bathrooms on campus, said the process was nerve-
wracking at first. Last school year, they presented their request to the 
Student Government Association and College Senate, both of which 
voted support of the change. 

“The majority of the people we spoke in front of and met 
were very supportive,” said Sau and Montalvo in a statement to The 
Live Wire. “I think people care about people feeling comfortable 
and it just may never have occurred to them that this was a problem 
because it didn’t necessarily affect them.”
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Initially, Sau and Montalvo requested that each main 
building on campus have a unisex bathroom, or that a pair of 
gender-equal locations replace a pair of single-sex bathrooms 
in each building, as well as requiring all future MCC build-
ings to include gender-neutral facilities. Unfortunately, there 
are still no unisex facilities in the Frederick W. Lowe Building 
or in the Arts, Sciences and Technology building. 

 “Kayla and I were both disappointed; it didn’t reach 
our expectations when we heard what we got, but we are ex-
tremely grateful they changed a few of the facilities,” said Sau. 

Other schools in the region, including the University 
of Connecticut, Central Connecticut State University and Am-
herst College, have co-ed bathrooms.

CONGRATULATIONS to the Men’s Soccer Team! With a 2-0 victory over Bunker Hill Community 
College in early November, Manchester advanced to the NJCAA Division III National Championships. 
The men’s team defeated Massachusetts Bay Community College in the first round of the Region 21 
Tournament, which was held here at MCC. That was the second time in the history of the program that the 
men’s soccer team made it to the National Tournament under Head Coach Jim Insinga, who has led the 
Cougars for the past 11 seasons. Though the Cougars played well, they did not win the tournament. On 
Nov. 10 the team lost to Genesee Community 4-2. They played 
Howard Community College in the consolation game and lost 
2-1. But post season polls released last week from the NJCAA 
ranked MCC #8 in the country!

Photo by Rich C
arpenter 
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Manchester Special Services District Downtown Manager Tana Parseliti said that 
the SSD is very pleased to see the college have a presence in downtown Manchester. 

“We believe they [students] will also bring vitality, energy and creativity to our 
downtown community. We are especially excited about the role the college will play in the 
growth of an arts and culture sector in downtown,” said Parseliti.

The Manchester Special Services District is a downtown taxing district established 
in 1991 to promote and market downtown Manchester through business management, sup-
plemental maintenance, and beautification efforts.  

At press time, there is no confirmed date that the building will be fully operational. 
But according to college sources, the classroom space may take years to redesign since the 
second floor is currently office space. 

At a press conference held on Oct. 13 Manchester Mayor Louis Spadacini said that 
the new facility would enliven downtown Manchester.  

 “First Niagara’s donation and the arrival of ‘MCC on Main’ will revitalize our 
downtown, and enhance its role as a retail, cultural and social center for residents and visi-
tors from neighboring towns,” he said.  

Parseliti said an art space would be a positive addition to downtown Manchester. 

“The planned gallery at 903 Main will be a wonderful intersection of arts and cul-
ture in the midst of our historic downtown,” she said.

Come Enjoy, Bring a Toy

The Student Government Association will host its annual Holiday Festival Monday, 
Dec. 5, from 2 – 5 p.m. in the Lowe Lobby.  All students and faculty are invited to 
bring your favorite foods and treats. Meet SGA members at the Festivus table and 
learn about other MCC clubs. Attendees are also encouraged to bring an unwrapped 
toy for the United States Marine Corps Toys for Tots drive. Toys will be collected 
during the festival and also outside the Student Activities office, Lowe 154h, from 
Nov. 20 through Dec. 8. For more information about the festival contact Bethany 
Stuck, SGA Social Vice President, 860-512-3284, or via email at ma-sga-vp-so-
cial@mcc.commnet.edu.

Win Money for Four Minute Speech

The Manchester Political Union will hold its fall debate Monday, Nov. 28, at 3:30 
p.m. in the SBM Charitable Foundation Auditorium. The event is open to all stu-
dents and speakers will have four minutes to present an argument for or against the 
resolution on the following topic:  “Resolved: President Obama has Failed” in front 
of three judges. Gift card prizes will be awarded for first, $100, second, $75 and 
third, $50, places. For more information contact Angelo Messore at amessore@mcc.
commnet.edu or in room L-219e in the Lowe Building.

Co-host Your Own Radio Show with ICE

Manchester Community College’s “ICE” Radio is looking for students who want to 
get involved. You may have the opportunity to co-host or co-produce your very own 
radio show! Meetings are held every other Wednesday in LRC room B-149 from 
4-5 p.m. For more details about the program and getting on air, contact the station 
directly at iceradio@mcc.commnet.edu or leave a message in the “ICE Box” at 860-
512-3295, or contact club adviser Albert Kim at akim@mcc.commnet.edu.

Hollywood Producer to Discus Becoming a Media Success

Connecticut native Paula Yoo, book author and Hollywood television producer/
writer will talk about how to get started in media writing during the upcoming Me-
diaNOW! Event Tuesday, Nov. 29, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Yoo has worked on the 
sets of SyFy Channel’s “Eureka” and NBC’s “The West Wing.” She will be speak-
ing in the GPA Community Commons. The event is free and open to the public. For 
more information contact Albert Kim at 860-512-2797 or by email to akim@mcc.
commnet.edu.

Chow Down with CAB

The Campus Activities Board, or CAB, a committee of the Student Government 
Association will host “Together We Chow” on Wednesday, Dec. 21, in AST T201, 
at 11 a.m. Get chips and a drink just for telling us what kinds of events you’d like 
to see on campus.

Briefs

The 23rd Annual Global Issues Conference, “Understanding Afghanistan,” 
was held at Manchester Community College Nov. 5 in the SBM Charitable Foundation 
Auditorium. A group of approximately 130 attendees, of different ages and backgrounds, 
mingled in the lobby for a welcoming warm coffee and pastries. 

One woman, Adilah Saleer, was wearing a beautiful green hijab, the traditional 
head covering worn by Muslim women. The hijab, burka and other traditional head cov-
erings came up often during the conference.

The Global Issues conferences “began as a grass roots effort to improve the un-
derstanding of international issues, critical to world peace, by presenting a free program 
of distinguished, internationally known speakers to the public….,” according to informa-
tion provided to the audience. The first conference was held in October 1985. This years’ 
event was sponsored by the World Affairs Council, the MCC Cultural Programs Commit-
tee and the Manchester Community College Foundation.

The first speaker, Dr. Senzil Nawid, a research affiliate at the University of Ari-
zona, gave an informative history of Afghanistan, explaining the creation of the country’s 
borders and the conflicts that continue today regarding the Durand Line. She quoted 
Afghanistan’s’ President Hamid Karzai, who refers to that line as “A line of hatred that 
raised a wall between two brothers.”

She explained the creation of the Taliban and how Pakistan used them as a 
proxy force in their border dispute with India over Kashmir.  Many conflicts in this 
region were greatly ignored by the world until 2001 when a United States coalition de-
feated the Taliban.

Dr. Thomas Barfield, who teaches at Boston University, presented a lively 
lecture on the Afghan political climate and what impact the 2014 transition, when Afghan 
troops take over the security of the country, will have on the Afghan people. The hando-
ver also coincides with the country’s next presidential election. He said he believes that 
the country’s future leaders need to look at is what has worked in the past and what will 
work in the future in order to succeed.  

“There is a need to talk less about withdrawal of troops and concentrate on the 
transition,” said Barfield. “Let the Afghans work this out.” 

Other speakers included Dr. David Mansfield, a fellow at the Carr Center for 
Human Rights Policy in the Harvard University School of Government, and Dr. Jenni-
fer Fluri, an assistant professor at Dartmouth College, who spoke on women’s issues in 
Afghanistan and the burka as a symbol of oppression. Not all women wear the burka and 
in fact it offers many who do a feeling of mobility and security, said Fluri.

The overall tone of the conference was hopeful, said attendees.  It was also very 
informative about an area of the world many find mysterious.

 “I wanted a better understanding of the Afghan language and culture and 
wanted to know the true meaning of the burka,” said Marsha Mack, a student at MCC. “It 
[the conference] did clarify my question about the burka and other questions.”

Other attendees also said they enjoyed the presentations. 

“It cleared up a lot of misconceptions especially about women in Afghanistan 
and the burka,” said MCC student Nathan Mair. “Here in America we see it as woman’s 
oppression.  I definitely gained a better understanding of what the burka means to the 
Afghan women.”

Global Issues Conference:
 Understanding Afghanistan

By Debra M. Hayler
Special to the Live Wire
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David Foster was about halfway through his set with the Mohegan 
Sun All-Stars Oct. 14 when he took a break to address the crowd.

“It’s getting late……For Manchester,” he said. 

                               It was shortly before 9 p.m. The 250 in attendance 
in the SBM Charitable Foundation Auditorium threw the veteran front man 
an applause-laugh mix of approval. 

Dressed in Blues Brothers black with original Blues Brother Matt 
“Guitar” Murphy on his right, Foster traded banter with his long-time 
friend, telling stories from their days together on the road. The duo met in 
1972, said Foster at a James Cotton Blues Band show at the Shaboo Inn in 
Willimantic. The 59-year old Foster, who also answers to “Lefty,” ran the 
legendary establishment from 1971 through 1982 and hosted A-list artists 
of the time such as Janis Joplin, Charlie Daniels and The Police, who made 
their second U.S. appearance there.

Murphy was a well-known bluesman from Mississippi long be-
fore his burst to fame following the 1981 release of the oft-referenced Dan 
Aykroyd-John Belushi classic movie, but he is no longer the jacked-up 
blues heavy from 30-years ago. He had stopped playing his axe entirely 
after a 2001 stroke, but Foster and the All-Stars came to the rescue in 2009 
and he now travels with the band on most dates.

The All-Stars willed him through a pair of solos early in the fast-
paced, one hour and 45 minute show, but he brought the house to its feet 
with a well-spaced, old school blues solo during a 20-minute version of 
Soul Man that also saw all five brass pieces take turns in the spotlight.

Lefty pulled out all the stops for the MCC show, switching out 
with Christine Ohlman, known as the woman with the beehive hairdo from 
the Saturday Night Live Band, who injected a slightly different energy to 
the show for a few songs, then called up an eight-year old future-star named 
Timmy who sang and danced to an Elvis Presley medley.

At times, the vocals were buried behind a wall of sound – it’s hard 
to sing over a 12-piece band hitting on all cylinders – but Lefty conducted 
the All-Stars through favorites like Procol Harem’s Whiter Shade of Pale 
and Joe Cocker’s Feelin’ Alright before asking the audience’s permission 
to play a couple of original songs that blended in nicely with the rest of the 
set list.

The show was funded by Manchester Community College’s Stu-
dent Government Association and Alumni Association and produced by 
MCC Career Services Department Director Carl Ochnio. The MCC Ath-
letic Department was the sole benefactor.

“It’s always good to see a true to life blues professional in person, 
especially one with the international recognition of Matt “Guitar” Mur-
phy,” said MCC Student Activities Director T.J. Barber. “David Foster put 
on one heck of a show with an unbelievably talented group of musicians. 
Overall, the David Foster concert was a tremendous show for the students 
of MCC and the community as a whole to experience.”

Murphy was the darling at a post-show meet and greet after the 
show as the big purple Mohegan Sun bus idled behind the auditorium. It 
was nearly 11 p.m. and the night was winding down for the baby-boomer 
heavy crowd. In the old days, Lefty would just be getting things started.

Dave Foster and the Mohegan Sun 
All-Stars Shine at SBM Auditorium

By Paul Ofria 
Special to the Live Wire

Matt “Guitar” Murphy and SNL Band’s Christine 
Ohlman Featured in Athletic Dept. Fundraiser

Nearly 80 guests came to celebrate the second annual Hall of Fame Reception Oct. 25. This 
year’s honoree was Hans Weiss, who donated the funding for the gallery that bears his name on the 
lower level of the Art, Science and Technology building at Manchester Community College. The 
event was held in the gallery. 

Weiss was born in a Germany and showed an interest in art early. He was an impressionistic 
painter much of his life. At the age of 18, Weiss came to the United States. He attended many schools 
throughout Connecticut to further his art education. In 1963, he started the Dynamic Metal Products 
Company, a manufacturing plant that produced aerospace products. Years later, he opened the Weiss 
Gallery in Manchester.

Most of his drawings reflect his early childhood and travel experiences throughout the 
world, including Alaska, Europe, Egypt, India, Mexico, and various islands. In 2004, Weiss donated 
$100,000 to the MCC Foundation to establish the Hans Weiss Arts Scholarship. In return, the school 
renamed the art gallery the Hans Weiss Newspace Gallery.

“I’m a guy of giving,” Weiss said during his event speech. “When I came to the United 
States, I got help. So now, I’m giving that back.”

Several speakers praised Weiss for his generosity and spirit.

Gene S. Mazur, the president of the MCC Foundation said that Weiss had a combination of 
imperfections that make him a great friend and an outstanding human being.

By Brittany Kellner 
Special to the Live Wire

Hans Weiss Celebrates Hall of Fame Award

“These [gender-neutral] bathrooms have worked and have been 
running for years,” said the club members. “It hasn’t been a problem any-
where else, and we know these changes will better the community of MCC 
for years to come.”

Sau urged other students to get involved in campus clubs and 
make their thoughts heard. 

“I realized that my voice is important and counts, and so does 
yours! People will never know something is wrong unless you tell them,” 
Sau enthused. 

As for the Pride Club, its next goal is to create a Public Service 
Announcement to broadcast around MCC. It will also sponsor the 4th annu-
al MCC Drag Show on Nov. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the SBM Charitable Foun-
dation Auditorium. Tickets are $3 and half of the proceeds will go to True 
Colors, an organization that helps to ensure the safety and needs of gender 
and sexual orientation minorities. The other half will benefit MCC Pride. 
MCC Pride Club meetings are held Mondays from 3-4 p.m. in AST D229. 
For more information about the club, contact club adviser Jason Scappat-
icci at 860-512-3224 or via email at jscappaticci@mcc.commnet.edu.

Local artist and MCC patron Hans Weiss discusses one of his works.

Gallery Exhibit Seeks to Demystify Headwear

Manchester Community 
College is offering a unique opportunity 
for students and others in the MCC 
community to learn about the burka, 
the traditional garb worn by women in 
several Islamic nations and those who 
follow some Muslim religions.

The presentation, called 
“Demystifying the Burka,” opened 
Oct. 27 and will run in the Hans Weiss 
Newspace Gallery in the AST building 
through Dec. 1. 

The exhibit features a gallery 
of photographs taken by Nilofer Qaiser-
Haider. During the opening reception 
of the exhibit, Qaiser-Haider said her 
intention was not to glorify or defend the 
burka, but rather to help people learn the 
truth about the tradition of wearing the 
garment, and to not be afraid of it simply 
because of common stereotypes.

“Wearing a burka is not a symbol of oppression as many in the western world believe,” 
she said, “but it is a choice made by most women, and even a type of fashion statement in modern 
Islamic nations. Burkas may also be worn to promote modesty by covering the body, or simply out 
of comfort, depending on the wearer.”

 In addition to viewing several intriguing photographs of women wearing burkas, those who 
take the time to visit the gallery have the opportunity to see actual burkas displayed alongside the 
paintings. People in attendance during the opening reception were even allowed to try on the burkas, 
an experience that is not entirely common for everyone in many parts of the world. 

The presentation also provides an opportunity for visitors to learn about the burka through 
several plaques on the walls, each filled with information about the traditional attire.

The gallery is open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
noon to 5 p.m.

By Zachariah Hand
Live Wire Staff Writer

Pictured above, one of the photos in the exhibit by 
Nilofer Qaiser-Haider. The description reads: “The 
folds in my Garment are like the wrinkles in the 
history of time.” 
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rian Lom

bardo



MCC News4   Live Wire, November 21, 2011 

Zack Hutchinson
Special to the Live Wire 

What do you get when you take algebra whiz Rachel Schwell, add 23 stu-
dents eager to learn about math and throw some free donuts into the mix?  The answer 
is one great seminar!

On Oct. 27, Manchester Community College math professor Kate Bella host-
ed the Central Connecticut State University graduate to MCC to put on a seminar to 
get people interested in math, a subject many people fear and loathe.

The classroom was packed, with one attendee bringing along his two young 
children. They did their best to participate in the various activities.

The session began with Schwell reminding the group of some basic algebraic 
rules; then from there, the “magic” began.  Take the last two digits of the year you 
were born.  Now add how old you will be this year.  Let me guess…. is the answer 
111?  Don’t try that out on kids under 10 or seniors over 100 because it won’t work.  
The reason why is a complex algebra equation, literally. That is just one of the many 
examples Schwell used to show attendees how algebra can be used to construct word 
problems that are sure to impress family and friends.

Bella said she has been organizing these math seminars since the fall of 2007.  
She said that the topics and presenters are always different so the seminars never get 
stale.  Some of the previous topics included probability problems and graphing theo-
ries.  She tries to keep the seminar topics pretty general in an effort to ensure that no 
real prerequisite is required to attend.

“The goal of these seminars is to get students interested in math and show 
them that it can be practical outside of the classroom,” said Bella, adding that there are 
ALWAYS free donuts at her math seminars. “People have actually followed me from 
the hallway into the classroom because I was carrying donuts.”

  For more information about the next math seminar contact Kate Bella at 
860-512-2737 or via email at kbella@mcc.commnet.edu. 

Where are you originally from?

I’m originally from Providence, Rhode Island.

How did you end up teaching in Connecticut?

I moved to Connecticut and had my first full time teaching job at MCC in 
1983. I’ve been here for 29 years and I’ve been teaching for a total of 32 years.

What inspired you to become an English professor?

I always liked books and languages and I would always find myself in my 
idle moments reading books and writing. I was also always impressed by my English 
professors because they got me to like books and language even more. So I said to 
myself, ‘how I can best utilize this love of literature?’ That’s when I decided that 
teaching was the way to go.

How do you think your students here at MCC view you as a professor?

I think as time goes on they find me difficult and unpleasant as I insist on 
holding the bar high, but there are some who are very appreciative of this.

What are some of the joys you find in teaching at a community college?

Besides being around books and language, I’m around colleagues who 
can be stimulating and fun to talk to and I come across students who didn’t have 
the same opportunities I did. I went straight to college right out of high school 
with strong scholarship support. I look at students here who struggle as they try 
to commit themselves to their courses, working jobs, raising families, and some 
of those students can be very inspiring. And the best thing of all is that I met my 
wife here at MCC, which is probably my greatest triumph here at the school. 
 
What do you with your spare time when you are not teaching or grading pa-
pers?

I read a lot, I travel when the money allows, listen to sports radio a lot, cook, 
and visit family and friends.

What is your favorite dish?

An old-fashioned Italian dish which consists of bread and beans and stir-
fried broccoli.

What are some of your favorite quotes?

“Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend. Inside of a dog, it’s too dark 
to read.” [comedian] Groucho Marx.

“Never look back because something might be gaining on you.”- [baseball 
player] Leroy “Satchel” Paige. 

“A definition of an English professor: a person who talks in somebody 
else’s sleep.”- Anonymous 

Who are some of your biggest influences?

I would have to say my biggest influence was my mother. She was a very hard 
worker and very patient. She taught me that there is nothing wrong with an ordinary life. 

What are some of your favorite movies?

“Cinema Paradiso,” it’s an Italian film and “My Man Godfrey.” 

If you could have any other job in the world what would it be?

I would like to be a professional baseball player or a job where I could 
teach kids how to read on a daily basis. 

How do you feel about this “Occupy Wall Street” movement?

It is interesting and fundamentally correct, despite some of its excesses. I 
hope most of it gets translated into good public policies. I personally would not join 
it because I am not a protester, but if I were to join a movement throughout history 
it would have been the Civil Rights movement because I feel that the Civil Rights 
movement had a better motive.

Meet a Professor: Michael DiRaimo 
English and Film Study 

By Nathan Mair
 Live Wire Staff Writer

photo by Rich Carpenter

Is It Magic?!?  Nope, Just Algebra!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register today & begin looking 
for your next job on this fully 
searchable on-line job board! 

www.collegecentral.com/manchester 

MCC Career Services offers web access to one of the 
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connect to full-time, part-time, and summer jobs, 
as well as internship and volunteer opportunities. 
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Classes offered in Willimantic and via EasternOnline.

Some classes begin December 18.

Call (860) 465-5125
or online at 
www.easternct.edu/ce

Register Now!

• Weeklong Courses
• Traditional Courses
• Online Courses

WinterSession 
Courses Now 

Enrolling
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Thanksgiving?
what are you thankful for this 

I am thankful for having power, run-
ning water, and Internet access. I’ve learned that 
after going without these items for almost nine 
days recently that these things aren’t guaranteed. 

By Dan Dobbyn
Live Wire Assistant Editor

I am thankful for my family and friends, they help me through the rough times and make the good times extra special. 
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 People can be thankful for just about anything.  Some 
“things” are monstrously huge, and take up warehouses; others are as 
small as a microbe.  Interestingly enough, as we pause to give thanks 
this season, a simple yet elegant item comes to mind.

But first a bit of context. 

 As the sound of explosions cease, and the oily black smoke 
from burning plastics fill the air, the senses are awash with vio-
lence.  Dust swirls, clay cakes everything, and sandstorms flit to and 
fro across swaths of the desert landscape while we look on silently.  
These are some of the visions from my time spent as a ground combat 
soldier in Iraq.  Yet at the end of each day, and when the light turned 
dim, a familiar comforting ritual was acted out without fail.

 When it was safe enough to do so, a small kettle would be 
brought out, and a ring of faces would stare eagerly at it, as the brack-
ish water would rise to a boil.  Then, oh so carefully, each member of 
this silent congregation would pour just enough of its contents into 
a collapsible paper cup.  Upon filling the cup, the crux of the ritual: 
Swiss Miss Hot Chocolate mix would be carefully added.  Gently 
each member would fold their empty chocolate packet into a “stir 
stick,” and slowly mix their taste of home.

 For just a moment, the world outside was taken away, and 
the feeling of all that was right in the world would fall over those as-
sembled. Smiles all around!

 It is in fact, such a small thing, a Swiss Miss packet of co-
coa. Yet, for me, and quite a few others, it makes life truly great!

By Rich Carpenter
Live Wire Layout Editor

By Eden Cornwell
Live Wire Photographer

By Jelani Burrell
Live Wire Staff Writer

By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba
Live Wire Editor

It isn’t easy to write down what you’re thankful for for the world to see. So 
“thank you” to all the Live Wire staff who chose to share! 

I am so inspired by your honesty and hard work. Creating the Live Wire with 
you has proven to be a joy and a privilege!

I also would like to thank our fearless adviser Professor Stephania Davis, 
who reads all of our words and corrects each and every one of our mistakes!

I am eternally thankful to Layout Editor Rich Carpenter whose unceasing 
optimisim, calming presence and sense of humor have brightend many a

 Live Wire meeting.  

Many thanks to sports writer Dan Dobbyn for being the nicest guy at MCC!

I’m so thankful for my God and my life. I’ve been through so many 
things in the last few weeks. My aunt passed away from bone cancer, and my 
family is divided down the middle. Horrid weather has ravaged our state, strep 
throat and arthritis have weakened me and I was in a car accident. The only 
thing that has brought me comfort and strength is my trust in God, “My refuge 
and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:2.

I am grateful for my life. In a world filled with disease, idiot heads of 
state, pollution and environmental issues run amok, it’s a miracle that we’re all 
still alive and for this also I am grateful.
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Thanksgiving?
what are you thankful for this 

Thanksgiving is a time to remind ourselves of all the things we 
are grateful for, especially family, friends and loved ones.  

I lost my brother to a heroin addiction, a few years ago, after I 
had also lost our mother and grandmother.  The first couple of years, I 
thought the grief would kill me.  But, as the holidays approach this year, 
I’m not as overwhelmed with the grief, as I was before. Instead, I am 
filled with an enormous amount of gratitude.

I had a really great family that always encouraged me to fol-
low my dreams. Music was always an important part of our everyday 
life.  My grandmother was an opera singer; my Mom was in a band.  
And even though my brother couldn’t sing a note, music was a language 
we could both share with each other, when there was nothing else for 
us to talk about. 

Recently, I dreamed I was with all of them again, at Hubbard 
Park, having a family picnic. As I played my beautiful blue Ibanez, un-
der a quiet oak tree, I was suddenly aware that they were all watching 
me.  My brother smiled at me then, and said, “That’s real nice, Kid.” I 
started to cry and even woke myself up from the dream, with my tears.  
It was then I realized, that I hadn’t learned to play guitar until after 
they had all passed. Writer Hans Christian Anderson once said, “Where 
words fail, music speaks.” 

This Thanksgiving, I reflect and appreciate the fact that I had 
a father around growing up. Growing up in Hartford and attending the 
public schools along with other inner city youth, I had friends and ac-
quaintances who, unfortunately, did not grow up with their fathers. I feel 
that having a father figure, especially in the inner city, is very important 
because with one around, you stand a way better chance of staying off the 
streets.  A father is responsible for the spiritual, psychological, and physi-
cal well-being of a child, and he is also viewed as a leader in the commu-
nity.  Without a father, a huge chunk of a child’s value system is missing 
because a single mother can only do so much.

 The values that my father instilled in me growing up served as a 
body armor that I needed to defend myself against some of the negative 
influences that my peers provided. I didn’t have the privilege of staying 
out late or going to the local teen club like my other friends who were 
raised by single mothers, and I often got teased in school because of this. 
But, reflecting on it now, I appreciate my father’s strictness because if he 
wasn’t strict on me, I could easily now be locked up or maybe even dead. 

 Growing up my father always taught me the value of a strong 
work ethic.  My Dad immigrated to this country from Jamaica as a teen-
ager and ever since he’s been here he had to do everything on his own to 
help out his mother and younger siblings. He is a very hard worker. He 
works six days a week (sometimes seven) at a job he doesn’t enjoy. But 
the reason he does it, is to provide food and shelter for us.  He has been 
working at the same job for more than 20 years and he is still going strong 
today because he understands the ramifications of not going in to work. 

I hope to one day gain at least half of his work ethic as I continue 
to grow.  He is someone I look up to very much.

I am thankful for music and dance in my life. I started at age 6 as a ballet student 
at Albano Ballet Company of America in Hartford. I also took vocal classes at the Hartford 
Conservatory School of Performing Arts and I’m still very active at both places. The arts 
are a passion in my life and always will be. I’ll be participating in the upcoming perfor-
mances of “Albano’s Nutcracker” at the Middletown Performing Arts Center at Middle-
town High School Nov.26 at 3 p.m., Central Connecticut State University’s Welte Theater 
Dec. 3 and 4, also at 3 p.m. and at Mohegan Sun Arena Dec. 9 and 10, both at 7 p.m. 

By Lakia Lightner
Live Wire Staff Writer

By Faith Montaperto
Live Wire Staff Writer

By Nathan Mair
Live Wire Staff Writer

I believe this to be true.  Music touches something that’s inside all of us.  
It can lift your spirits; bring you right back to a distant memory, even, make you 
cry.  Music has a distinct power: it provokes feeling. And as I play my guitar at cof-
feehouses, up and down the coasts, there isn’t anybody that can tell me, my family 
isn’t still here with me. I feel them, carrying the message through the music. They 
love me very much and they never miss a show. 
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This calendar details upcoming music events in CT.  This information is subject to change. Please contact the appropriate venue for details.     
All venues are in CT unless otherwise noted.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
NOVEMBER 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Enzuigiri / One Hundred 
Year Ocean / Sneeze / Old 
Growth @ the Handsome 
Woman (Willimantic); 6 
p.m. ,  $5

Breathe Carolina / Big 
Chocolate @ the Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m., $15

River City Extension / 
Coyote Campus / Mon 
Monarch @ The Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m. , $12

Quiet Life / Scott McMicken 
(of Dr. Dog) @ Cafe Nine 
(New Haven);  9 p.m., $8

Deep Banana Blackout @ 
Toad’s (New Haven); 9p.m., 
$20

Chris Webby / Doug Bogan 
/ ILL @ Toad’s (New Haven); 
9 p.m., $25

 Speakeasy / Ports Of Spain 
/ Pools Are Nice / White 
Savages @ Lyric Hall (New 
Haven); 7 p.m. / $5

The Wailers @ Toad’s (New 
Haven); 8 p.m., $25

27 28 29 30 DECEMBER 1 2 3
Reel Big Fish / Streetlight 
Manifesto @ the Webster 
(Hartford); 5 p.m. / $23

GWAR / Every Time I Die 
@ Toad’s (New Haven);  7 
p.m., $25

David Wax Museum / Dr. 
Caterwaul’s @ BAR (New 
Haven); 9 p.m., Free

Max Bemis (Say Anything) 
w/ Sherri DuPree (Eisley) 
@ The Space (Hamden); 7 
p.m., $15

Kelly Clarkson @ the 
Oakdale (Wallingford); 7 
p.m., $47+

Lucy Kaplansky @ Infinity 
Hall (Norfolk); 8 p.m., $25+

James Blunt @ MGM Grand 
Theatre (Mashantucket); 8 
p.m., $25+

Those Mockingbirlds / 
Various Seagulls / Brand New 
Revolution @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 6 
p.m., $12

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Kathryn Calder (of The 
New Pornographers) / 
Himalayan Bear @ the Space 
(Hamden);  8 p.m., $12

City and Colour / 
Hacienda @ Toad’s (New 
Haven); 8 p.m., $22

John Doe of X @ Daniel 
Street (Milford); 7 p.m., $15

Rookie of the Year / The 
Icarus Account / Mechanical 
Kids / Safe Bet Secret @ the 
Space (Hamden); 7 p.m., $10

Keller Williams @ Infinity 
Hall (Norfolk); 8 p.m., $45+

Jukebox The Ghost, Savoir 
Adore and The Spring 
Standards @ the Space 
(Hamden); 6 p.m. , $14

Manners / Casting Curses / 
Baby Grand / Heavy Breath 
/ Bust It! @ Branford 
American Legion; 6 p.m., $8

Asbestos Records Acoustic 
Xmas Spectacular featuring 
Ron Ragona & Mike 
Pellegrino (of Spring Heeled 
Jack) / Vic Ruggiero (of The 
Slackers) / George Argyrou 
& David Solomon/ Binary 
Hearts @ the Daniel Street 
(Milford); 8 p.m., $18

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Man Overboard / Day Trader 
/ True Things @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 6 
p.m., $12

Bear Hands @ BAR (New 
Haven); 9 p.m., Free

Harvard / A Great Big Pile 
of Leaves / Breakthrough 
Frequencies @ the Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m., $10

Thurs. 12/15: Damopes / Big 
Wig / The Exposure @ Lyric 
Hall (New Haven); 7 p.m., $5

WHY? / Serengeti @ the 
Wadsworth Atheneum 
(Hartford); 7 p.m., $15

Pat Travers @ Infinity Hall 
(Norfolk); 8 p.m., $25+

The Soul Merchants / The 
Hempsteadys @ the Outer 
Space (Hamden); 8 p.m. , $5 

Hartford Battle of the 
Bands @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 4 
p.m. $10 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Grover Dill / The Tired and 
True / Fourth and Goal / 
Hate Your Guts / Wolves 
at Bay @ Daniel Street 
(Milford); 8 p.m., $10

 

By Rhonda Caye Litz

When the rain comes strong again- 
And ‘tis it surely will my dear- 

I will no longer hide,  
Thunder and lightning I will not fear. 

When upon the earth thunder loudly calls,  
I will instinctively laugh out loud,  

when the lighting flashes upon the skies,  
I’ll hold my head proud.

 
I will no longer fear nightmares 

that reach out to grab me in the night- 
or fear walking alone on country roads,  

whether it be dark or light.

 
I will not fear the tax collector, 

or strangers knocking at my door, 
I shall not scurry like a frightened child- 

from anything, anymore.

 
I will be as brave as a warrior- 

Even the grim reaper shall worried be- 
for I have strength and virtue and love- 

and thoughts of you to comfort me.

By Egypt

When did you fall in Love?

Was it that day he looked at you in the hall as 
you passed for classes?

Was it when he grabbed you around your 
waist and gently kissed you on the cheek?

When he touched that spot on your back and 
whispered in your ear that everything would 

be alright.

Is that when you fell in Love?

Was it when he rubbed your feet just because 
you said they hurt?

Or was it when he showed up with dinner and 
your favorite movie and watched it with no 

complaints?

Did you ever think you would feel this way?

When did you fall in Love?

When did you know?

Was it when you started to feel it was him 
even before the phone or doorbell rang?

Was it when he gave you the very last bite of 
his favorite dessert?

Do you know when you fell in love?

I DO

When Did You? My Dear
Poetry Corner

Do you write poetry? 
Email a submission to the Live Wire! 

Livewire@mcc.commnet.edu

Some say that a Jack of all trades is a master of 
none. While others say that variety is the spice of life. 
The uncharted franchise chooses the latter, and up to 
this point, has been relentless in its pursuit for perfec-
tion. This mash-up of gameplay style comes back in Un-
charted 3: Drake’s Deception. It’s a day old, but is it also 
a day wiser?

 Story The plot is a direct continuation from the 
second installment, and outwardly, it appears to be about 
Sir Francis Drake’s legendary ring. Both Nate and antag-
onist Katherine Marlowe believe that they are the rightful 
owners. The tussle for the jewelry gets intense because it 
holds the key to find the lost city dubbed “the Atlantis of 
the sands.” Deception is afoot, and Marlowe is unceasing 
in her quest to satisfy her goal. All of this serves as the 
framework for what the story is really about.

Videogames have a habit of putting players in 
fantastically impossible environments, but they rarely 
ponder what makes a man a maniac? This is the real story 
of Drake’s Deception. 

What is the point of risking life-and-limb to find 
a lost city? Why does Nate take an old man into a jungle 
to get shot at?

As the game questions itself and teeters at break-
ing the fourth wall, these dark undertones give every-
thing that builds up to the third game a purpose. Put that 
together with an incredible script and impeccable voice 
acting, and the game presents a challenging quandary.

 Gameplay Just like the prior games, Drake’s 
Deception is a linear third-person shooter with no flexibil-
ity on how the player tackles the challenge at hand. There 
are times to go off the beaten path to collect treasures, but 
otherwise it keeps players focused. It also keeps things 
moving with no upgrades, mini-games, or other distrac-
tions. Split up into 28 plus chapters, the game will take 
around eight to ten hours to complete, but there is much 
more to experience than just that.

The robust multiplayer suite from Among 
Thieves returns with a good amount of tweaks, although 
competitively it’s pretty standard. They range from typi-
cal death matches, to capture the flag, and objective based 
modes playing on the game’s physic controls. There is 
a maximum of 10 players and that number shrinks de-
pending on the game type. It checks most of the players’ 
boxes, but the co-op play is a lot more interesting.

There are three friendly options to enjoy with up 
to three pals. The two-on-two hunter’s mode is a hybrid 
of co-op and competitive. One side tries to carry treasure 
to a chest while the other team tries to stop them, and 
eventually the roles reverse. Computer controlled AI’s 
are added to the defending team and delivering a treasure 
is sure to get the juices flowing.

The co-op adventures option is definitely the 
best of the bunch. It is like horde mode, mixed into a 
campaign, complete with cinema and story elements that 
dip their toes into the campaign’s arc. Co-op areas in 
Drake’s Deception take on conventional horde play, as 
players will have to take on a set number of enemies in a 
set amount of time. But its lack of support

objects, makes it feel a bit out dated.

No matter which mode players choose, or if they 
are playing with or against friends, there has been many 
changes to the overall framework. On base level, players 
can join in on a game while in progress and spawn on a 
buddy. Character customization is a great option, but the 
prices are a little steep. And weapon customization helps 
fine-tune a player’s load out. There is also local split-
screen multiplayer. 

It is the maps that really steal show though, 
and there are at least a dozen with no throwaways in the 
bunch. Some push the envelope to expectations. One has 
players raiding a moving cargo plane, just so they can 
be whisked off to another location to finish the battle. In 
another, players fight in ruins while a massive sandstorm 
rolls in that limits and completely destroys visibility. It is 
these maps that give something different to the kill-or-be-
killed grind and makes multiplayer feel unique.

Project Ten-Dollar warning: If you play with a 
used game, then players will have to spend $10 at the 
PlayStation Store in order to advance past level five. 

Controls Drake’s Deception is equal parts of 
cover based shooter and platformer with some puzzle, 
stealth, and good old fashioned fisticuffs mixed in. The 
hand-to-hand shenanigans have been moved to the fore-
front, making it a little more personal. And most of the 
puzzles are quite clever as players use Nate’s journals for 
clues. All of these different elements are clever, avoiding 
the room-by-room repetition of the last two games. 

 The shooting and cover controls remain func-
tional and flexible. Some of the best moments are from 
vertical levels that challenge a player’s aiming skills and 
the ability to suppress the vertigo feelings. Not that the 
platform requires such ability. It is so rigid at times, that 

players will feel like they are playing a four-year-old 
game.

Things are more subtle, and also focused on 
unique gameplay opportunities. One level has players 
fighting through a system of buoys and docks bobbing 
in the waves, another puts them in a tanker trying to find 
which way is up as the waves rock its massive bulk. 
There are multiple scenarios that make the off-the-rails 
scene from Among Thieves seem like a joke.

Though as smart as the rest of the game is, very 
little thought went into the enemies. Players will blast 
one British skinhead after another, and they will follow 
that up by shooting one Squad Six soldier after another. 

At least the enemies require fewer bullets to 
drop, but the same cannot be said about the multiplayer 
mode. Once heading online, players will quickly, some-
times painfully, find out that a full clip from an assault 
rifle is not enough. People will start stealing other play-
ers’ kills, making the outcome feeling randomly chaotic 
at times. The newly added sprint feature presents a need-
ed challenge, as targeting foes becomes more difficult.  
What is great about the multiplayer gameplay is that tak-
ing someone down with a perfectly timed melee attack 
for an instant kill is just satisfying. Though the overall 
feeling for the multiplayer mode is an acquired taste, 
once hooked it is hard to give up.

Presentation Finding a fault with Drake’s Deception 
is difficult. No amount of superlatives can really do the 
game justice. The attention to details borders on obses-
sive, and the game never wavers in producing one grin 
after another. But sometimes, it is nice to stop and take 
it all in. The jet setting nature of the franchise allows for 
a wide variety of scenes and each one is introduced and 
handled in its own unique way. Both the technical and 
artistic levels have few equals. The voice level of the cast 
delivers in lending life to the script, along with the excel-
lent motion capture and facial animation, making it hard 
not to care for these characters.

The Middle-Eastern influenced soundtrack 
would feel right at home in any feature length motion 
picture, and it even plays well outside the context of the 
game. Videogames simply do not look, or sound, much 
better than this.

Final Verdict From start to finish, single player 
to multiplayer, this game sings. The characters, the graph-
ics, the sound, the story – they’re all top notch. If players 
are willing to skip Drake’s Deception they should be pre-
pared to miss one of gaming’s finest moments. Owners of 
PS3’s, this game should not be missed.

Uncharted 3: Drake’s Deception Nathan Drake’s latest journey is a treasure unto itself
Technology Review

By Andrew Wynne 
Special to the Live Wire

Penny Lane

She brought me there,
after the rain & the ground

had been swallowed up
by wet, sun-kissed

         daffodils.          

A precocious 5-year old,
in a sundress of that
same delicious color,

collecting riches from the sky.

Magic, she said,
as she told me again,

how the rain
made the pennies grow.

Years later, I watched
bronze coins drop

from her pockets, in
front of her grandchildren.

A flowered denim hat, her only

defense from the crimson setting 
sun,

her balding head & thinning face,

or the lymphoma in her bones.

Magic, indeed.

By Faith Montepertos

 

 
 

Find your way with Focus 2 
MCC’s Online Career Guidance Tool 

 

   

   
 

Explore major areas 
of study and career 

fields that are 
compatible with your 

values, skills and 
interests.  

To get started, go to: 
www.mcc.commnet.edu/students/career/students 

  

Click on Career Exploration and follow the instructions to 
create a new account using the provided access code. 

 
 

FOCUS-2 is an interactive career and education 
planning system that combines self assessment, 
career exploration and decision making into one 

comprehensive program. 
 

Once you have completed FOCUS-2, please stop by our 
office located on the first floor of the Lowe Building, in 

Room L-120, to schedule a follow up appointment. 
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This calendar details upcoming music events in CT.  This information is subject to change. Please contact the appropriate venue for details.     
All venues are in CT unless otherwise noted.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
NOVEMBER 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Enzuigiri / One Hundred 
Year Ocean / Sneeze / Old 
Growth @ the Handsome 
Woman (Willimantic); 6 
p.m. ,  $5

Breathe Carolina / Big 
Chocolate @ the Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m., $15

River City Extension / 
Coyote Campus / Mon 
Monarch @ The Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m. , $12

Quiet Life / Scott McMicken 
(of Dr. Dog) @ Cafe Nine 
(New Haven);  9 p.m., $8

Deep Banana Blackout @ 
Toad’s (New Haven); 9p.m., 
$20

Chris Webby / Doug Bogan 
/ ILL @ Toad’s (New Haven); 
9 p.m., $25

 Speakeasy / Ports Of Spain 
/ Pools Are Nice / White 
Savages @ Lyric Hall (New 
Haven); 7 p.m. / $5

The Wailers @ Toad’s (New 
Haven); 8 p.m., $25

27 28 29 30 DECEMBER 1 2 3
Reel Big Fish / Streetlight 
Manifesto @ the Webster 
(Hartford); 5 p.m. / $23

GWAR / Every Time I Die 
@ Toad’s (New Haven);  7 
p.m., $25

David Wax Museum / Dr. 
Caterwaul’s @ BAR (New 
Haven); 9 p.m., Free

Max Bemis (Say Anything) 
w/ Sherri DuPree (Eisley) 
@ The Space (Hamden); 7 
p.m., $15

Kelly Clarkson @ the 
Oakdale (Wallingford); 7 
p.m., $47+

Lucy Kaplansky @ Infinity 
Hall (Norfolk); 8 p.m., $25+

James Blunt @ MGM Grand 
Theatre (Mashantucket); 8 
p.m., $25+

Those Mockingbirlds / 
Various Seagulls / Brand New 
Revolution @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 6 
p.m., $12

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Kathryn Calder (of The 
New Pornographers) / 
Himalayan Bear @ the Space 
(Hamden);  8 p.m., $12

City and Colour / 
Hacienda @ Toad’s (New 
Haven); 8 p.m., $22

John Doe of X @ Daniel 
Street (Milford); 7 p.m., $15

Rookie of the Year / The 
Icarus Account / Mechanical 
Kids / Safe Bet Secret @ the 
Space (Hamden); 7 p.m., $10

Keller Williams @ Infinity 
Hall (Norfolk); 8 p.m., $45+

Jukebox The Ghost, Savoir 
Adore and The Spring 
Standards @ the Space 
(Hamden); 6 p.m. , $14

Manners / Casting Curses / 
Baby Grand / Heavy Breath 
/ Bust It! @ Branford 
American Legion; 6 p.m., $8

Asbestos Records Acoustic 
Xmas Spectacular featuring 
Ron Ragona & Mike 
Pellegrino (of Spring Heeled 
Jack) / Vic Ruggiero (of The 
Slackers) / George Argyrou 
& David Solomon/ Binary 
Hearts @ the Daniel Street 
(Milford); 8 p.m., $18

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Man Overboard / Day Trader 
/ True Things @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 6 
p.m., $12

Bear Hands @ BAR (New 
Haven); 9 p.m., Free

Harvard / A Great Big Pile 
of Leaves / Breakthrough 
Frequencies @ the Space 
(Hamden); 7 p.m., $10

Thurs. 12/15: Damopes / Big 
Wig / The Exposure @ Lyric 
Hall (New Haven); 7 p.m., $5

WHY? / Serengeti @ the 
Wadsworth Atheneum 
(Hartford); 7 p.m., $15

Pat Travers @ Infinity Hall 
(Norfolk); 8 p.m., $25+

The Soul Merchants / The 
Hempsteadys @ the Outer 
Space (Hamden); 8 p.m. , $5 

Hartford Battle of the 
Bands @ the Webster 
Underground (Hartford); 4 
p.m. $10 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Grover Dill / The Tired and 
True / Fourth and Goal / 
Hate Your Guts / Wolves 
at Bay @ Daniel Street 
(Milford); 8 p.m., $10

 

Concert Calendar 

 Calling all performers and entertainers, Director of Student 
Activities T.J. Barber is willing to pay hourly those who want to en-
tertain in the halls of Manchester Community College.  It’s a chance to 
make cash and relieve stress, said Barber.

 With frigid temperatures approaching and the stress of balanc-
ing work and school upon us, don’t you just wish you could get away 
from it all for just about 10 minutes?  Maybe listening to a soothing live 
jazz solo might tune everything out or maybe a laugh from a comedian 
might just make your day, think about it.  

This idea of having various student entertainers around campus 
perform is called “Passive Programming,” Barber said. Each performer 
will get $25 per hour. Everyone and anyone are welcome, he said, in-
cluding dj’s, musician, singers, break-dancers, and comedians.  The goal 
is to make MCC’s hallways more enjoyable and interactive for students 
while giving performers a chance to showcase their talents and promote 
their names. 

 Singer/songwriter Faith Montaperto recently took advantage 
of the offer and rocked the lobby of Art, Science and Technology build-
ing.

“I had the best time performing at MCC,” she said. “Most [of 
the] people were very receptive...stopping, smiling and clapping to the 
beat.”

Montaperto described her jammed pack hour of singing and 
performing as “sweet.”

“One girl told me I had a beautiful voice and wondered why 
I was there singing...I explained how it worked, being hired by student 
[activities]… and she thought that was great,” Montaperto said. “[In ad-
dition] she thought the MCC program was awesome and that it lifted her 
day. I would have to say that this whole experience has been amazing.”  

Performers must sign contracts prior to performing. Each ses-
sion will last one hour, said Barber.  For more info contact T.J Barber, 
director of Student Activities, at 860-512-3282 or via email at tbarber@
mcc.commnet.edu. Those interested may also visit the Student Activi-
ties office in Lowe 154h.     

By Carlos Torres Jr.
Special to the Live Wire

Student Performers Wanted!
Student Activities Seeks New Campus Entertainment 
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“Breaking up is hard 
to do.”

  We live in an uber-
connected society. 
Whether it’s trending 
on twitter, a status up-
date, a micro-blog, or 
a video chat when are 
we ever out of the loop? 
When do we get work 
done if the Internet and 
our smart phones are 
keeping us updated, and 

therefore distracted?  

 Sure, Facebook connects you to your family, fa-
vorite band, and a plethora of games but when is it time to 
pull the plug? 

A study by researchers at Open University in the 
Netherlands found that exam results for college students 
who used a social networking site while studying, even if 
it was on in the background, were 20 percent lower than 
those of non-users. 

It’s easy to procrastinate with so many photos to 
like, friends to poke and chat windows popping up just 
when you’re about to start getting work done. That’s why 
I decided to take a leave of absence.

Editorials

Breaking up with Facebook: 
Is Taking A Break From Social Media The Easiest Way to Ace Finals?

By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba
Live Wire Editor

“Maybe we should start seeing other people.”

Hidden below layers of notification settings 
and privacy features is the Facebook deactivation but-
ton, the one that sweeps your profile into oblivion until 
you decide to sign in again. 

I thought of all the things I’ll be able to do after 
ending this Facebook relationship. How many dull-as-
dishwater updates I’ll no longer be subject to and how 
no one will ask me for Farmville cash or to beat their 
Bejeweled scores. 

Plus, multi-tasking makes you less productive, 
not more. Even though it might seem like multi-tasking 
gets more done, it actually causes you to do worse at 
each task.  

The Open University study author Professor 
Paul Kirschner said as much.

“Our study, and other previous work, suggests 
that while people may think constant task-switching al-
lows them to get more done in less time,” he said, “the 
reality is it extends the amount of time needed to carry 
out tasks and leads to more mistakes.”

Sure, I’ll miss some things about Facebook; 
the cute baby pictures and the instant connection to the 
people I do enjoy hearing from. But I’m not becoming 

a Luddite; I’m just removing one of many ways that I’m 
connected. I’ll still be able to call my friends and stay up-
to-date. The plus side is one less distraction, and that’s 
definitely worth it.

“It’s not you it’s me.”

 After two days of instinctual I-should-sign-in 
moments I feel I was working better than ever. I certainly 
didn’t feel guilty about not chatting or commenting. Then 
again, I was never really a Facebook junkie. I think a few 
months off Facebook will be great and I encourage other 
students to do the same.

“Let’s be Friends” 

Even if you don’t want to completely change 
your online habits, spending less time online will give 
you more time to get work done. Try spending some time 
being less connected. It’s a great way to boost your GPA.  

 

What’s the Deal with Occupy Wall Street?

In case you’ve been 
living under a rock lately, 
you’ve heard about the Occupy 
Wall St. Protests taking place in 
cities across America, includ-
ing New York, Oakland, Calif., 
and Hartford. But do you know 
what it’s all about?

The Occupy Wall St. 
Protests (OWSP) started out as 
a Canadian campaign for Ad-
busters. It’s based in the star-
tling disparity of wealth that 
has grown exponentially since 
the era of former Pres. Ronald 
Reagan began. Essentially, the 
rich have gotten richer, while 
the poor and have either stayed 
that way or gotten poorer. This, 
coupled with a startling lack of 
legal repercussions for the fall 
of the U.S. housing market and, 
subsequently, the U.S. econo-
my, has led to OWSP.

I think that this is exactly where America should be focusing its attention, albeit in 
a better and more expedient manner. I say this because, to me, the movement comes off as 
a thesis for an English class that was due two and a half years ago, but was just turned in. 
The protests became our summer political blockbuster. Suddenly every disgruntled Tom, 
Dick and Harry Potter flooded not only Wall Street, but the streets of Boston, San Francisco, 
Portland and Pittsburgh. The movement has even gone global to places like Buenos Aires, 
Dublin, and Athens.

In spite of this overwhelming amount of support and attention, the OWSP move-
ment still has yet to do two things: 1) Develop a proper agenda with a clear set of goals 
pertaining to rectifying our financial crisis and installing legislation to make sure such a 
debacle never happens again; and 2) Organizing itself in a clear and concise manner that 
holds true to the spirit of civil disobedience but is in accordance with local policies regard-
ing the safety of protesters.

After doing about 13 hours’ worth of reading on the subject, I’ve discovered that 
about 26 sovereign states around the globe support OWSP in some form or another, among 
them the People’s Republic of China, the Vatican, North Korea, India, Brazil, Greece and 
Russia.

I also feel that it is not only overdue, but it should have been made a priority long 
ago. How are we going to police the world and tell them how their governments are to oper-
ate when we can’t even put our own house in order? It’s in bad taste. All in all, I find that 
OWSP is one of the most important causes of this decade - and probably of this generation 
- that one may have the opportunity in which to take part.

But that previous sentence only holds true if a clear set of goals and proper orga-
nization take place first.

By Jelani Burrell 
Live Wire Staff Writer

One of the many posters made by members of the 
Occupy Movement. Image courtesy of roarmag.org
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I saw a commercial for the video game NBA 2k12 a few weeks ago. It 
posed the question: What is the greatest NBA team ever? Many people chimed 
in with teams like the 1995 New York Knicks, the 1989 Detroit Pistons, the 
“showtime” Lakers, and the 1991 Portland Trailblazers, all claiming their city had 
the best team ever.

The suggestion that really caught my attention, however, was rap artist 
Drake comparing today’s Miami Heat to the 1986 Boston Celtics team led by 
legend Larry Bird. 

Drake said “Our entire team plays above the rim. Larry Bird? (He) 
couldn’t even reach the rim.” 

In response to that, San Francisco Giants closer Brian Wilson, of all 
people, dressed head to toe in Celtic garb said, “Bird didn’t need to dunk. He laid 
it up like a real man.”

This resulted in my unanimously pro-Bostonian household coming to two 
conclusions.

First: the guy in the commercial with the gold chains (my parents don’t 
know who Drake is) was an idiot; and if the ‘86 Celtics had to play the 2010 Heat 
in a seven-game series, they would only need four to win.

The ‘86 Celtics were good. They went 67-15 that year. They lost only one 
home game, including the playoffs. They only lost only three games and scored less 
than 100 points twice during that entire playoff run.

However, I think that, even though they couldn’t even beat the Dallas 
Mavericks, the 2011 Miami Heat would at least go seven games against the ‘86 
Celtics. In fact, I’m sure the Heat would win in seven games. Even if the game were 
at the old Boston Garden (which it would be, since the ‘86 Celtics had the better 
record); even without having a solid big man, which the Celtics did have in center 
Robert Parrish; and even with coach Erik Spoelstra being greener than a summer 
leaf, the Heat would win by more than one possession.

This discussion reminds me of a few years ago when they said the 
undefeated University of Connecticut Huskies women’s team would beat the 
UCONN men’s team, who were doing poorly that year. No offense to the UCONN 
women, but they’d be athletically overpowered, despite having a much greater skill 
set. But, I digress.

Professional athletes are bigger, stronger, taller, meaner, and all-around 
better than athletes who were around in the past. People have evolved dramatically. 

Legends of Sport: Were They Really That Good?
Genetics have allowed people to be bigger. Supplements and proteins have become more 
effective, and the games have changed.

Bird wasn’t really that athletic by NBA standards back when he played. However, 
he was able to will his teammates to victory when necessary. This was possible because 
willing a team victory was easier back in the day when the guys defending you couldn’t 
dunk on a rim that’s a foot higher than it should be. 

One of the longest verifiable home run distances was hit by Yankees legend Babe 
Ruth at the old Tigers Stadium to straight away centerfield. It was hit 575 feet.

Ruth, the so called greatest baseball player of all-time, was an overweight drinker 
and smoker. And the bats players used back then were much heavier and made with the 
intention of clubbing wooly mammoths to death so the nomads of the Ice Age era would 
have something to eat. If Ruth could manage to hit a home run of any distance today with 
one of the league’s current bats, the outfielder could jump into the stands, retrieve the ball 
after a 15 second scuffle with the lucky fan who caught it, throw the ball back into the 
infield and have Ruth tagged out before he rounded second base.

NBA legendary big man Wilt Chamberlain won two championships, four league 
Most Valuable Player awards, and 11 rebound titles. After his 7th straight scoring title, 
critics called Chamberlain “one-dimensional,” so instead of winning his 8th straight scoring 
title, he led the league with 702 assists, letting everybody know that he was whatever he 
darn well pleased.

However, if he had Orlando Magic center Dwight Howard covering him the day 
he scored 100 points, Chamberlain wouldn’t break 20. 

If Hall of Fame quarterback Dan Marino could play with today’s Miami Dolphins, 
equipped with receiver Brandon Marshall, Davone Bess, and that epic offensive line, he 
may have actually won a Super Bowl. That’s a fact.

New York Giants Hall of Fame linebacker Lawrence Taylor is still known as the 
most feared man to ever play football. One day, he ended Washington Redskins quarterback 
Joe Theismann’s career when Theismann suffered a compound fracture to his right leg; 
though fully healed, his right leg is now shorter than his left. If it were Ravens linebacker 
Ray Lewis who made the hit, Theismann may have ended up with two broken legs.

My point is this: the players of old were great for their time. When a legend is 
compared to someone who played 30 years after their retirement, however, it really is 
impossible to measure how well they would have done because of these factors. There are 
just too many things that change overtime.

In case you were wondering about the commercial, it fittingly ended with 
Chicago Bulls legend Michael Jordan showcasing his ‘96 Bulls ring, which is inscribed 
“The greatest team ever,” claiming he lets his do the talking.

By Dan Dobbyn
Live Wire Skeptic
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 “I’d like to enter the Occupational 
Therapy field because it’s very versatile.  

You can work with many populations, 
from kids to adults to the disabled.  It’s 
not a job you will ever be bored at.”

Kelly Blessing
“I would have to say a Traveling Poet because I 
love to visit new places and, if I wrote about them, 
people who couldn’t be there would still be able to 
see it through my eyes. It’s the same thing I like to 
do with my poetry, share my experiences and emo-
tions with others.”

Communications

Devin Zalewski 

“I would definitely like to be 
a professional athlete.”

Health & Exercise Studies 

“This is a good job.  I love 
teaching photography. Yeah, 

I like this job.”

Photography Teacher  

Tim Carey 

“Me too, professional athlete 
sounds exciting.”

Wendy Garcia

“I have always wanted to 
be a cake designer.”

Health & Exercise Studies Baking Certificate Program and 
Early Childhood Education

CNA Certificate Program


