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May 27, 2010, was a perfect day 
to graduate for hundreds of now-former 
Manchester Community College students. 
 The sky over the Bicentennial 
Band shell was sparkling blue and a 
slight breeze pushed a few lazy clouds 
above the audience, cooling them as 
they took part in one of the most-prized 
rituals in any student’s college career: 
commencement. Not even the early 
evening threat of rain dissuaded gradu-
ates and well-wishers from the sprawl-
ing lawn in front of the stage. The 
graduation of the class of 2010—the 
last class of this decade—was the cap-
stone achievement for these students. 
 The Manchester Pipe Band’s 
wailing bagpipes set the tone for the 
processional. Faculty in black and stu-
dents in royal blue caps and gowns 
marched to their seats while parents 
with cameras craned their necks to find 
their graduate amidst the fold of stu-
dents that approached the band shell 
like a cresting blue wave. The invoca-
tion by Pastor Jude Francis and a rous-
ing rendition of the national anthem by 
the MCC Madrigal Ensemble followed. 
The crowd was huge, spreading to the 
far reaches of the band shell lawn as the 
ceremony to award 794 degrees began. 
 MCC President Gena Glickman 

Manchester Community College Graduation: 
The Journey Has Only Just Begun

By SallyAnn Garvey-Lumumba 
Live Wire Staff Writer

 Valedictorian Mikhail Markov addresses the class of 2010 graduates at MCC. The 
ceremony marked the 46th commencement for the college. 

welcomed the assembly. She spoke 
of both the tangible importance of 
a degree, which would help gradu-
ates to get better jobs and to advance 
their careers, as well as the equally 
important intangible ways a college 
degree serves to improve so many 
aspects of a graduate’s life.  Timo-
thy Ackert, a member of the Board 
of Trustees, picked up on this point.  
 “New worlds of ideas 
and perceptions should have 
opened up to you,” he said. 
 The class of 2010 vale-
dictorian was Mikhail Markov, of 
Windsor, a student who while at 
MCC received A’s in every class 
and graduated with a 4.0 average 
and associate’s degree in account-
ing and business administration. 
 In his valedictory address, 
Markov congratulated his fellow 
graduates and told of the journey 
that brought him to MCC from his 
Russian birthplace. He encour-
aged fellow graduates to look at 
their graduation not as a single and 
isolated event, but instead as just 
one facet of their life’s experience. 
 “Human life is an ev-
erlasting journey to the next 
destination,” Markov said. 

Please see Graduation, 
pg 4...
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“Top Chef” Contestant 
Started Out in MCC’s 

Kitchen
Live Wire Staff Reports

 They say if you can’t stand 
the heat, get out of the kitchen. Well, 
Manchester Community College alum-
nus and Connecticut native Angelo 
Sosa has done pretty well staying in 
the kitchen on the seventh season of the 
cooking/reality show “Top Chef: D.C.” 
 With half the season over, 
and several of the other 16 contestants 
who began the competition elimi-
nated, the 34-year-old Durham na-
tive appears to be one of the top con-
testants, winning several challenges. 
 But his success so far comes 
as no surprise to MCC professor Jayne 
Pearson, who taught Sosa in one of her 

classes when he was a student at MCC. 
 “He was very confident, demand-
ing and held himself to a high level of ac-
countability,” said Pearson, who is also 
the chairperson of the hospitality program. 
“He was also very personable and cre-
ative and always looking for more com-
plex assignments to challenge himself.” 
 Sosa graduated from MCC in 
1995, with a certificate in Culinary Arts 
and then attended the Culinary Institute 
of America. He graduated from there with 
high honors in 1997. He went on to learn 
the trade at several notable restaurants, in-
cluding the Stonehenge Inn and Restaurant 
in Ridgefield and Acqua in Westport, be-

“Top Chef” contender Angelo Sosa, a 1995 graduate of MCC, is fight-
ing his way through the kitchen to be the next “Top Chef.” 
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Please see Chef, pg 4...
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 During your time at Manchester Community College you 
are expected to participate in at least one Student Club. Here’s a 
list of some that already exist or are in the early stages of form-
ing. If you don’t see a student club that interests you, the Student 
Activities office will assist you in starting a club that does. Stop 
by the Student Activities office and speak to director T.J. Barber in 
Lowe 154i to talk about the process and how the office can be of 
assistance.

  Being part of a community means being engaged in that 
community. Student clubs are a tremendous way to make an 
impact on both your MCC experience and on the community as a 
whole. 

Major Student Clubs 

Student Government Association (SGA): Governing body of stu-
dents who serve as the voice of the MCC students as a whole, ad-
minister the Student Activity Fund and supervise all student clubs. 

Student Activities Committee (SAC): Responsible for planning, 
promoting and implementing diverse, student sponsored programs 
within the best interests of the MCC student body. 

Community Service & Civic Engagement Clubs 

Habitat for Humanity 

Computer Repair & Share 

Manchester Political Union 

Supported Education Club 

Cultural Clubs 

Le Cercle Francais (French Club) 

Black Student Union (BSU) 

Spanish Club 

PRIDE Club 

Honor Societies and Program Specific Clubs 

Phi Theta Kappa 

Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Counselors 

Criminal Justice Club 

Alpha Mu Gamma 

Occupational Therapy Assistant Club 

Science & Engineering Club 

International Association of Administrative Professionals 

Education Club 

Paralegal Association 

Media & Arts Clubs 

Live Wire (Student Newspaper) 

ICE Internet Radio Station 

Dance Team 

Ballroom Dance 

Drama Club 

Poetry Club 

Special Interest Organizations 

Programming (Computer) 

Manga Anime Gaming Club (MGA Club) 

VETS (Veterans’ Club) 

Environment & Sustainability Club 

Upper Room Christian Fellowship Club 

Outdoor Club 

Newman Club (forming) 

Support for Smokers (forming) 

South Asian Student Association (forming)

Children’s Hospital (forming) 

Heath & Social Justice Advocacy (forming) 

Vocal Infusion (a cappella, forming) 

For more information about these clubs contact the Student Activi-
ties office in Lowe 154i, or via phone, 860-512-3283, or Student Ac-
tivities Director T.J. Barber online at tbarber@mcc.commnet.edu.

Get Involved on Campus, Join a Club

Like what you see?

Join the Live Wire!
Come to the Live Wire 

Organizational Meeting 
Thurs., Sept. 9 at 4 p.m. in 

AST T201
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Meet a Staffer:  
Glenda Sinnamon, MCC Patrol Officer

By Sara M. Berry 
Live Wire Editor

Did you think you were going to grow up to 
be a police officer?

I’m not actually a police officer. My 
official title is “Buildings and Grounds Patrol 
Officer.” 

How did you end up with this job?

Well, it was desirable to work for the 
state, and this is an entry-level position with op-
portunity for growth. I own a small business, 
and unfortuantaly that doesn’t provide insur-
ance, so I needed something that did. 

So this wasn’t your goal, or something that 
you planned on doing. 

No. When I was your age, most women 
went to college to find a husband, or to pursue 
a very narrow set of careers that were accept-
able to women at the time. And it really isn’t the 
end goal. I like being here, and I want to stay at 
MCC. I would like to branch out and explore 
other options here. Maybe some day I’ll teach 
a credit free course in something I’m passionate 
about. When I was young, I thought I would be a 
nurse, because my mom was a nurse. But I was 
told by a high school guidance counselor that I 
would never be more than a secretary and that 
college wasn’t an option for me. Even though 
I didn’t go to nursing school, I still got to work 
in the medical field, and I’ve always been in the 
helping professions in some way.

How long have you worked at MCC?

Five years.

What did you do before working at MCC?

A lot of different things. I have a tiny 
retail store in Manchester that sells home goods 
and fair trade items. I’ve been an office man-
ager for a doctor’s office in Manchester for 10 
years, and I worked with special needs children 
for the Manchester Board of Education. I’m also 
an EMT, and I worked as a paralegal for a little 
while. I’ve had lots of different interests, and 
I’ve tried occupations in lots of different areas, 
to see what it was like in different fields. 

So what exactly is it that buildings and 
grounds officers do?

Lots of different things, depending on 
the season. We help people find their way around 
campus, handle any emergencies that arise, take 
care of medical emergencies, and whatever else 
needs to be taken care of. We usually walk into 
situations and handle them as they arise. We 
spend a lot of time walking around campus, so 
people know we are here and available to help. 

What is the best part of your job here?

The diverse population. There are peo-
ple here from all over the world, of all different 
ages and economic groups and backgrounds. I 
enjoy the different people. 

The worst part?

I don’t think there’s a part that I don’t like, but 
the first three weeks or so of the semester are the most 
challenging and taxing. There is a lot of helping new 
people find places, and learning the traffic patterns 

What do you think about the controversy about 
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arming police on campus?

Well, not everyone would be armed, only the 
sworn officers. It is definitely a topic that needs to be 
addressed. There are pros and cons to each side, and 
people have very strong opinions. 

What are your other interests and activities?

I love to travel. I’ve been to Egypt, France, 
Switzerland, Bolivia, Peru, Canada, Mexico, and prob-
ably 25 of the 50 states. I like to read, and I love phi-
losophy. I would love to take Dr. [George] Kim’s phi-
losophy class.

Do you have a favorite book, movie, or music?

My taste in music is very eclectic. I like every-
thing from Lady Gaga to Loretta McKinnon. For mov-
ies, I like anything with Emma Thompson, and what 
most people would consider chick flicks. But I enjoyed 
Avatar, it was very cool the way that they blended hu-
man action with animation. And I’m drawn to actors 
and actresses that I like as people, I think that comes out 
in their work. Strangely enough, I don’t like mystery 
stories. I read the last page first and if I don’t like the 
ending, I don’t read the book. 

If you could go back in time and go into any one ca-
reer of your choosing, what would it be?

Astronomy. I’m interested in things that aren’t 
commonly known, and the world outside the earth is 
one of those things.

If you would like to suggest a staff or faculty member of 
MCC to be profiled in a future column, write to the Live 
Wire at livewire@mcc.commnet.edu.

Do you want to be published?

If you’re a writer,  
photographer, graphic artists, cartoonist, poet, 
come stop by our office in Lowe 253 and find 

out how to get your work in the Live Wire!
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For more information, please call  
Julie Greene, Sr. Associate Director of Career 
Services at (860) 512-3374, or visit us in Lowe,   

L-120, opposite Counseling/Academic Advising. 

MCC’s 12th annual Community Service Fair will bring 
approximately 30 community-based agencies to 
campus to share with students, and the general 

public, information about the variety of volunteer 
opportunities available in the Greater Hartford 
Area. We encourage students, professionals and 
community members to attend. The event will 

provide an excellent opportunity for all involved to 
learn more about the rewarding experiences that 

can be gained through Community Service! 
 

 

Wednesday  
October 13th, 2010 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

AST Building 
 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register today & begin looking 
for your next job on this fully 
searchable on-line job board! 

www.collegecentral.com/manchester 

MCC Career Services offers web access to one of the 
most comprehensive on line job listing services on 
the Internet.  Job seekers can upload résumés and 
connect to full-time, part-time, and summer jobs, 
as well as internship and volunteer opportunities. 

Your Next Job May 
Only Be A Click 

Away! 
 

Register and find a job at: 

 Markov also quoted author 
Ursula Le Guin, who said “It is good 
to have an end to journey towards but 
it is the journey that matters in the 
end.” Markov plans to continue his 
college education at the University 
of Connecticut School of Business. 
 The commencement address 
was given by State Senator Mary Ann 
Handley, the Senate Deputy Majority 
Leader. Handley has represented the 
4th Senatorial District, comprised of 
Bolton, Glastonbury, Manchester, and 
Marlborough, for 14 years. She has also 
served as deputy mayor of Manchester 
and been an advocate for MCC in the 
legislature during budget negotiations. 
 Handley congratulated the 
class of 2010 for their perseverance. 
 “You made it after a lot of 
hard work and a lot of decision mak-
ing,” Handley said. “You’re leaving 
as part of a great enterprise…from 
the beginning education has been an 
important part of the United States.” 
 Handley stressed the im-
portance of community colleges in 
America and she has a special con-
nection to this institution.  She taught 
history for 30 years at MCC until 
her retirement in 1997.  At the con-
clusion of her speech, the Mayor of 
Manchester, Louis A. Spadaccini, 
proclaimed May 27, 2010, an official 
day of recognition in Handley’s honor. 
 “She has given her-
self selflessly to the town [of 
Manchester],”said Spadaccini. 
 Sure, it is not a requirement 
that a student wears a mortar board to 
be a graduate but there is something 
uniquely fulfilling in walking across 
a stage (while hoping not to trip) to 
receive a degree affirming your ac-
complishments. Graduation evoked a 
picture perfect ending, with a flurry of 
blue caps that soared high.

Cont. from Graduation...

fore moving to New York in 1999. 
He and his partners, Emilio Barletta 
and Giuseppe Manica, launched Xie 
Xie, an Asian influenced sandwich 
shop at 645A 9th Ave. Xie Xie, pro-
nounced “shay-shay,” is the word 
for thank you in Mandarin Chinese. 
 “Top Chef” is one of the few 
reality shows she enjoys, said Pearson. 
 “When you see every-
one chopping and moving so fast, 
that’s a real life situation,” she said. 
“That’s how it is in most restaurant 
kitchens 90 percent of the time.” 
 So, does Pearson think Sosa 
will win the title of “Top Chef?” 
 “He seems really strong,” 
she said. “I think he’ll end up in the 
top three at least.”

Excerpts from an interview with 
Angelo Sosa posted Nov. 3, 2009, by 
the web site Behind the Burner:

 What were your favorite 
foods growing up?
I’m half Dominican and half Italian. 
So, I grew up eating rice and beans 
and fried plantains (my father’s 
influence) and southern Italian (my 
mother’s influence). 
 What was your worst 
restaurant disaster?
I was working as Saucier at Jean 
Georges and would arrive at work at 
six in the morning to begin my day. 
One morning I was roasting veal 
bones and forgot them in the oven, 
which, of course, caused a fire. The 
dining room of the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel, high profile clientele 
and all, had to be evacuated. It was 
extremely embarrassing.  
 What is your least favorite 
food?
Stomach, intestines, caul fat, tripe.

Sosa Says...

Cont. from Chef...

Sosa prepares food during a “Top Chef” competition.
Photo by David Giesbrecht, Los Angeles Times
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For more information, please visit: 
www.mcc.commnet.edu/career or stop by  
MCC Career Services in L-120 of the Lowe   

Building opposite Counseling/Academic Advising. 

 
 

 
 

 

 Approximately 30 companies are anticipated to 
attend this annual event promoting a wide range of 
part-time positions with flexible hours that fit well 
with students’ school schedules.  

 These types of opportunities often enable students 
to develop valuable skills and gain rewarding 
learning experiences that complement their 
academic goals. 

 Students and job seekers are encouraged to wear 
appropriate dress and have résumés handy! 

 

WEDNESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

AST BUILDING  
1st & 2nd FLOORS 

 

 

 

College by Design

• Six and twelve-week sessions beginning 
September 10, September 13, and October 23

• Earn up to 4 credits per course
• $135 per credit hour

• Courses include business, communication,
math, science, English, history,  

psychology, sociology, philosophy and more!
For more information, call 860-512-2800 

www.mcc.commnet.edu/ce

Going to college just got easier!  
MCC’s College by Design accelerated weekend,  

weekday and online courses can jump start your  
college career or help you complete your degree.
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Everyone knows that at times when classes get out, leaving the MCC campus can be a time-consuming process. This happens because most 
of us use the Hillstown Road exit off of campus, perhaps because few people know that there are two other ways to get off campus. The map 
above has all three exits starred. If you are in a hurry to leave, try either the Ramey Drive exit to Wetherell Street or the Bidwell Street exit.

Getting Off Campus

Image Courtesy of mcc.commnet.edu

Be Safe on Campus
Personal safety and crime prevention starts with you: your use of common sense and your actions.

Be Aware of your surroundings. Pay attention to what you’re doing, where you are and who’s around you.

Don’t leave valuables unattended. This means your purse or wallet, laptop, textbooks, mp3 player, headphone, 
keys, and cell phone. It only takes a second for someone to grab them.

Keep your car locked at all times. Do not leave valuables in your car, such as money, a wallet, a purse, phone, 
mp3 player, computer or GPS unit, and if you do hide them from view or lock them in the trunk. Park in well-lit 
areas and have your keys in hand when you leave the building to go to your car. Pay attention in the lot for other 
cars, but also for someone who may be following you there. If you are alone and feel uncomfortable walking to 
your car, ask for an MCC police escort. Call 860-512-3680.

If you feel that you are being or sense something wrong, take action. Head for a well-lit area where there are 
other people or head for one of the blue light emergency phone strategically located all over campus. Don’t isolate 
yourself or try to hide.

Respond. When a fire alarm sounds, do not question whether it is false or actual, simply leave the building and 
encourage others to do the same.

Report any suspicious activities, persons or vehicles on campus to the MCC Police immediately. Crime preven-
tion is a team effort.
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Greetings fellow Manchester Com-
munity College Cougars! My name is T.J. 
Barber and I am the Director of Student Ac-
tivities here at MCC. It is with great excite-
ment that I write this column to let you know 
what we in the Office of Student Activities 
(OSA) are planning for this academic year. 
 We are working hard to bring you 
new offerings like the Cougar Pride Dis-
count Program, First Friday Community 
Service Series, Off-Campus Vendor pro-
gram, PortOne DVD rentals, and digital sig-
nage around campus. It is an exciting time 
to be at MCC and in our office in particular.  

Get Active with Student Activities in 2010-2011

By T.J. Barber 
Special to the Live Wire

 Our office supports, among 
other things, approximately 30 stu-
dent clubs, the Student Government 
Association (SGA), campus IDs, stu-
dent lockers, New Student Orienta-
tion, the information desks in the AST 
and Great Path Academy lobbies, the 
programs previously mentioned and 
the MCC Ambassador program. In 
addition, we are a part of the Depart-
ment of Student Life in the Division of 
Student Affairs. Our office works very 
closely with the Athletics, Intramurals 
and Fitness and Wellness programs 
out of our department and is looking 
to increase the offerings in those ar-
eas as part of a comprehensive cam-
pus programming and activities plan. 
 During Orientation this past 
summer we launched a new program-
ming series entitled “Together we…” 
Throughout the academic year we will 
be advertising different programs as 
part of this series. Each program will 
end that sentence with a different word. 
 For instance, Orientation 
was titled “Together we Embark!” 
As part of a new community service 
series we will be presenting “To-
gether we Serve!” If there is a par-
ticularly contentious political issue 
we may co-sponsor a forum with the 
SGA and call it “Together we De-
bate!” Look for these opportunities 
throughout the year. If you have an 
idea for the “Together we…” series, 
please don’t hesitate to come see me 
in Lowe 154i to talk about your ideas. 
 Throughout the academic 
year we will be holding group dis-

cussions about what makes a respect-
ful community. On the Orientation wiki 
(http://mccorientationwiki.pbworks.
com), there is a 20 minute video filmed 
over the summer that includes faculty, 
staff and students from both MCC and 
GPA talking about what they believe to 
be respectful behavior and how disre-
spectful behavior impacts the commu-
nity. This is an important discussion for 
everyone on campus, from Pres. Glick-
man down to those students that take one 
course a semester and everyone in be-
tween. MCC is our community, what we 
do here matters and it impacts the larger 
community around the college. Partici-
pate in the group discussions we host and 
make a difference in your community. 
 It is my expectation as the 
Director of Student Activities that dur-
ing their time at MCC, each student 
will participate in at least one student 
club and/or college governance com-
mittee. If there isn’t a student club that 
interests you, we will assist you in 
starting one that does. Stop by our of-
fice in Lowe 154i to talk about the pro-
cess and how we can be of assistance.  
 Being part of a community 
means being fully engaged in that com-
munity and student clubs and governance 
committees are a tremendous way to 
make an impact on both your MCC expe-
rience and on the community as a whole.  
 It is possible for you to do noth-
ing on campus other than attend classes 
and get your degree, certification or 
classroom experience. However, that 
is a tremendous disservice not only to 
you, but to the entire MCC community.  

 There will be numerous new 
programs happening throughout the 
year and I invite you to come speak to 
our office if you want to be a part of 
creating any new events, joining a club, 
or just finding something to do for that 
hour you have between classes. As I’ve 
mentioned repeatedly during orienta-
tion, if all you can give me outside of the 
classroom is five minutes a week to par-
ticipate in something I’ll take those five 
minutes and make it worth your while. 
 I say that because I know from 
personal experience that academics are 
incredibly important when it comes to 
improving your life, but being able to 
manage your time is a priceless skill 
that doesn’t translate well to textbooks. 
It is a skill that is developed through 
practice and repetition. If you have to 
manage your time to complete course-
work, have an active family life and a 
full or part-time job and then throw 
into that a college governance commit-
tee, student club or intramurals you are 
honing a skill that will pay dividends 
regardless of what you do after MCC. 
 I am thrilled to be here at 
MCC and look forward to working with 
you all to make MCC the most engag-
ing and active community it can be. 
Please don’t hesitate to stop by Lowe 
154i and take advantage of all that we 
offer as an office. Or visit our home 
page at www.mcc/commnet.edu/stu-
dents/activities/. And feel free to email 
me at tbarber@mcc.commnet.edu.  
 We’re here to make your MCC 
experience as positive and fulfilling as 
possible.
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By Vinny Papa 
Special to the Live Wire 

 Jeannine LaGrow is an art-
ist; not an artist in the traditional 
sense of the word, but a tattoo 
artist to be precise. She has al-
ways been drawn to art her whole 
life and loves the idea of creating 
something beautiful. Overall it is 

an impressive talent.  
 Jeannine has been tattooing 

for the last three years.  
 “I’ve been hanging around 

tattoo parlors since I was 15, 
shortly after that I knew it was 

my calling,” she said.  
 The inspiration for getting 
tattoos, as well as designing them, 
Jeannine said, was from piercings. 
Once she had this under her belt, 
she decided to go a little farther 

with this idea. 
	 When	she	was	in	the	fifth	
grade	she	drew	her	first	real	pic-
ture. That seems harmless enough. 
It wasn’t. According to the school, 
the content of the drawing was 
forbidden. What could have cause 
such a sea of unrest? It was a 
naked fairy lady. The school took 
the drawing and sent her home. 

 Unfortunately, this act dis-
couraged Jeannine, she said, from 
drawing again for over a year. 
However, you wouldn’t be able to 
tell based on how quickly she was 
able to pick up her skill set as a 

tattoo artist. 
 From there the rest is his-

tory. 

The Human Canvas

Top, Jeannine LaGrow models some of her own tattoos. 

Center, Jeannine LaGrow concentrates on her work as she applies an 
elaborate, multi-colored tattoo on a client’s back.

Below,	LaGrow	inspects	the	work	on	the	multiple	flowers	she	has	
created on the back of a client.

Live Wire, August 30, 2010, page 8

The photos and stories were the result of a photo assignment for instructor Stephen Dunn’s Introduction to Photojournalism class during the Spring of 2010. 
Students were charged with producing an in-depth look at a subject of their choice in a documentary journalism style. The Live Wire is proud to publish the top 

three. 



By Kofi Nyarko 
Special to the Live Wire 
 At Tony’s Pizza, a small 
family-run restaurant on Hartford 
Road in Manchester, all the in-
gredients for the pizzas are made 
from scratch. They believe that 
the taste, appearance, and tex-
ture of the pizza are what make 
them different and delicious.  
 To start making the pizza, 
they first prep all the necessary 
ingredients for the day. Then 
they make the dough, allowing 
it enough time to get the right 
texture. To do this, they mix the 
dough with the yeast and later 
add warm water and sugar, then 
allow it to sit in a big mixer for 10 
-20 minutes. Then they add flour 
and salt, wait some more, and 
then cut the big dough into equal 
size chunks and roll them into 
round dough balls.  
 Next comes the sauce. To 
make it, they mix tomatoes, olive 
oil, water, salt, ground pepper, 
sugar, cheddar cheese, garlic salt 
and basil.  
 After putting all these 
ingredients together, it is time 
to assemble a great pizza. First, 
the dough is rolled with a roll-
ing machine and sent through 
several times until it is the right 
size. Then, the sauce and all the 
toppings are added and the pie 
is placed into the oven to bake 
for 20 minutes. When done, it is 
taken out and served. It is one of 
the best pizzas around.

Bottom left, once the pizza 
dough is the proper consistency, 
it is time to make it thinner by 
tossing it in the air. 

Above, prior to tossing or rolling 
the dough, it is made into indi-
vidual balls, ready for a day of 
pizza-making.

Left,  fresh ingredients are pre-
pared daily to get ready for the 
lunch crowd.

Bottom right, the finished prod-
uct. Good enough to eat.

Fresh Ingredients Make Tony’s Pizza Special
Live Wire, August 30, 2010, page 9

The photos and stories were the result of a photo assignment for instructor Stephen Dunn’s Introduction to Photojournalism class during the Spring of 2010. 
Students were charged with producing an in-depth look at a subject of their choice in a documentary journalism style. The Live Wire is proud to publish the top 

three. 
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By Ryan Privitera 
Special to the Live Wire 

 As long as I can remember, I have been 
envious of skateboarders. I have always wanted 
to stand atop a 20-foot ramp and just be able to 
drop in, but I just can’t do it. Even though I have 

never been able to experience the joy of landing a 
kick-flip or a pop shove-it, I have been able to see 
it through my friend, Nate.  Nate has been skate-
boarding most of his life and has been kicked out 
of places by the police or security countless times 

but he has still progressed to become a better 
skater.  

 Nate has always wanted to be a profes-
sional skateboarder. Since he was 10 years old, 

he has been competing in local competitions and 
done very well. At age 15, he had a friend film him 
performing some tricks and decided to send it off 
to a nearby skate shop called Cutting Edge which, 

one week later, offered him a sponsorship.  
 But Nate and his friends did have a prob-
lem. There was nowhere to practice their moves in 

town. 
 Over the next two years, they held count-

less fundraisers in order to raise money for the 
ramps that would be needed for a new skate park. 
In the summer of 2004, they had raised enough to 
build two, 10’ tall ramps, a fun box, and a 15’ tall 

rail for them to grind on. Even though it wasn’t the 
most extravagant skate park, it was something to 
be proud of. Ever since it opened, the skate park 
is free to everyone who has ever had a desire to 

be the next Tony Hawk. Any young and ambitious 
skateboarder who needs a spot to skate now has 

Nate to thank.

Top, Nate takes a break to survey the skateboard park that he helped establish. 

Bottom left, heading over the lip and down the ramp of the “Fun Box,” two skateboard 
ramps with a metal box connecting them.

A Safe Spot to Skate 

The Fun Box offers many opportunities to create new tricks.

 Nate works on his skateboard moves on a 10’ ramp at the 
skateboard park that he helped create.
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Sunday Monday WednesdayTuesday FridayThursday Saturday

24232221

131 432

Sept.

7 8 109

1312

11

Aug.

14 1615

2019

1817

Aerosmirth@ 

Mohegan Sun

American Idols 
Live @ Arena 
at Harbor Yard, 
Bridgeport

25

2726

3029

28 3029

65

Sheryl Crow @ 

Foxwoods

30 Seconds to 

Mars@ The Web-

ster, Hartford

Community Music & Events Calender

1 2

Cake@ Toad’s 

Place

Cavo@ The Web-

ster, Hartford

Collie Buddz@ 

Toad’s Place

Oct.

Alice in Chains@ 

Mohegan Sun

Nickelback@ 

Mohegan Sun

• Create Your Own Coffee Table Book
• Digital Camera–Beginning to Advanced
• Creative Writing/Capturing Our Stories
• Painting/Jewelry/Calligraphy/Fashion Rendering 
• Motorcycle/Boating 
• Cuisine

For more information or a catalog, call 860-512-2800
To register, call 860-512-3232

• EMT/CNA/Pharmacy Tech/CPR
• Medical Terminology
• Medical Reimbursement Test Prep
• Real Estate/Appraisal/Title Search
• Personal Trainer & Reiki
• Computer Certification Test Prep

• Figure Drawing & Color Theory
• Ropes Leadership Adventure
• Resume Writing/Interview Skills
• FastTrac® New Venture Business   
• Videography/Game Programming 
• Zumba®/ Dance/Pilates/Yoga 

Credit-Free Programs • Division of Continuing Education • www.mcc.commnet.edu/ce

Look for Nearly 90 New Courses this Fall!

Take a Credit-Free Course this Fall at MCC!
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Ask Phoeb
e ?

?

?      
 ?

Connecticut has rural areas, city ar-
eas, and suburbs as well, but throughout our 
lovely state, you can easily find adventures 
waiting to happen.  

Right off the top of my head, it is 
very clear that Connecticut is well-known for 
having two casinos, Mohegan Sun and Fox-
woods.  Throughout the 24/7 casinos, there 
are many places to eat and shop.  On top of 
that, both places have an arena and a theater 
for sports games, concerts, and stand-up co-
medians.  Head on over to Ticketmaster and 
purchase tickets for yourself and someone 
else, whether it be a friend, family member, 
or significant other.  For those of you over 
21, you will be able to enjoy the casinos for 
their large amounts of slot machines and 
gaming tables. Just don’t go overboard and 
lose your life savings! 

As it relates to venues, Connecticut has sev-
eral for concerts and sporting events such 
as the XL Center in Hartford, the Arena at 
Harbor Yard in Bridgeport and the Comcast 
Theater, also in Hartford.  You can go see 
a diverse display of entertainment through 
Connecticut, whether it be the band Pearl 
Jam, professional wrestling, the University 
of Connecticut Huskies, male and female, or 
even comedian Jerry Seinfeld.

Another enjoyable part about Con-
necticut is the many restaurant choices that 
this state has daily.  Sure, there’s the 3 a.m. 
Taco Bell runs, the nights out at TGI Friday’s 
with your co-workers, and everyday occur-
rences like those, but if you feel like trying 
something new, then you have a good num-
ber of choices right in front of you.  You 
can take a trip to Doogie’s in Newington or 
Windsor to have a two foot hot dog.  You can 
head on over to J. Timothy’s in Plainville for 
a plate of “Dirt Wings.”  If you’re hungry 
enough, you can take on “The Challenger” 
pizza at Randy’s Wooster Street Pizza, which 
has multiple locations in the state, including 
Manchester and Southington.  The list goes 
on and on, but it takes just several minutes 
to search the Internet for a unique restaurant 
located nearby.

Just because you live in Connecti-
cut, doesn’t mean that all your fun moments 
have to take place here.  It’s very easy to take 
a day trip to Boston or New York City as both 
are located just a couple of hours away.  In 
the span of a single day, you can wake up 
early and travel to either Boston or NYC, 
then head on home in the evening and stop 
by a Connecticut restaurant for a delicious 
dinner.

Every time that you think there’s 
nothing to do in this state, realize how fortu-
nate you are that you don’t live in Montana!

Looking for advice?  Submit a ques-
tion to Phoebe at askphoebemcc@aol.com.

 I’ve lived in Connecticut all my life, but 
I always find that there’s never anything 
fun to do in this state outside of going to 
the mall and going to parties. What fun is 
there to be had that clearly I have yet to 
come across? 

Dear Phoebe,

Think back to any time 
before 2010 when you were 
watching television and the com-
mercials came on.  The com-
mercials for restaurants and fast 
food eateries were always the 
same.  Subway had the $5 foot 
long theme, Burger King had a 
guy in a creepy king costume 
break in to people’s house to 
serve them breakfast, and just 
about every sit-down restaurant 
commercial had a hostess with a 
phony smile waiting to seat you.   
 But once a commercial 
for Sonic began to air, you asked 
yourself the same question every 
time, “Why are they airing com-
mercials for Sonic in Connecticut 
when this state doesn’t even have 
one?”  Believe me, I asked myself 
that question every single time 
and despite the fact that I was able 
to eat at Sonic when I vacationed 
outside of the state, I still wanted to 
be able to go there closer to home.   
 Well, now 
we have our chance. 
 For those unaware, Son-

Sonic hits Connecticut...FINALLY! 
By Alex Obert 
Live Wire Staff Writer

ic is a unique fast food eatery.  The 
way it goes is that you drive your 
car up to a parking spot where there 
is a full menu right next to you 
filled with delicious choices rang-
ing from Toaster sandwiches, to 
chili cheese dogs, to 168,894 drink 
combinations.  Once you press 
the button and place your order, 
a carhop will arrive next to your 
car while riding on rollerblades 
with your food, which always in-
cludes a complimentary mint. 
 Before July 14 of this year, 
Sonic could only be experienced 
outside of Connecticut, but on that 
day, the unthinkable happened.  
Sonic finally opened its first restau-
rant in Connecticut, specifically, in 
Wallingford.  Throughout that entire 
day, many of my Facebook friends 
put statuses up which said “Going to 
the Sonic opening!” and I was one 
of those people.  With a full wallet 
and an empty stomach, me and sev-
eral of my friends took our very first 
trip to the Sonic of Connecticut.   
 Once we arrived, we pro-
ceeded to wait an hour along with 
everyone else who was just as ex-

cited as us.  It was finally time for us 
to order our meals and once the food 
arrived, it was worth it completely.  
No longer would we have to settle 
for a Big Mac or Whopper, we real-
ized that we could now enjoy Sonic’s 
huge menu of breakfast, lunch/dinner, 
drinks and desserts whenever we want-
ed without having to leave the state. 
 Many MCC students have 
surely experienced Sonic in Wall-
ingford by now, but that isn’t go-
ing to be the only location for long. 
 Coming this fall, Sonic will 
open on Buckland Street in Man-
chester. Yes, the exact town where 
this very college is located.  So either 
before or after your classes, Sonic 
will be easily accessible to any and 
every MCC student.  Finally, we’ll 
have an option aside from Wendy’s or 
Subway to go to in between classes. 
 So there you have it, Connect-
icut citizens can now finally experience 
the greatness that is known as Sonic. 
 Sonic is located at 1033 
North Colony Road (Rt. 5) in Walling-
ford. It is open from 6 a.m. to midnight. 
For more information visit sonicofct.
com.

Photos from Google imagesWorkers from the new Sonic in Wallingford deliver orders to cars.

Bacon cheeseburger, onion rings, and a limeaide are a few of the items available on Sonics 
menu.
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Free Academic Tutoring 

Writing Center

Walk-In Math Lab

Located  in L-282860-512-2610

Sept., 9, 6 p.m.
Balco and Towers Art Exhibit and 
Opening Reception, will take place 
in the Hans Weiss Newspace Gal-
lery. The exhibit features the recent 
work of Cat Balco (paintings) and 
Matt Towers (ceramics) and will run 
through Oct. 15. At the opening re-
ception, refreshments will be served. 
This event is free.

Sept. 16, 7 p.m. 
Mishi-maya-gat Spoken Word & Mu-
sic Series, is beginning its 5th season 
in the Great Path Academy Commons 
celebrating the blues, with Mary Lou 
Sullivan, MCC alumna and long-
standing music journalist, reading 
from her new book, “Raising Cain: 
The Wild and Raucous Story of John-
ny Winter.” The book is the definitive 
and authorized biography of the Texas 
guitar legend, released by Backbeat 
Books in May 2010. Sullivan has also 
interviewed scores of other notable 
artists throughout her career, includ-
ing B.B. King, Bruce Springsteen 
and McCoy Tyner. Performing with 
Sullivan will be noted blues guitarist, 
Chris D’Amato, aka Smokin’ Opey, 
who, in addition to leading his own 
bands, is an in-demand sideman on 
the Connecticut blues scene, and has 
also performed or shared bills with 
many great blues musicians. This 
event is free.

Sept. 22, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Go to the campus courtyard and en-
joy a Fall Fling! The Student Activi-
ties department sponsors the event 
that features food, activities, games, 
inflatables and information on college 
clubs. All for free.

Sept., 24 7 p.m. 

MCC International Film Series 
presents Invictus (United States) in 
the SBM Charitable Foundation Au-
ditorium. This film tells the inspiring 
true story of how Nelson Mandela 
joined forces with the captain of South 
Africa’s rugby team to help unite their 
country. Newly elected President 
Mandela knows his nation remains 
racially and economically divided in 
the wake of apartheid. Believing he 
can bring his people together through 
the universal language of sport, Man-
dela rallies South Africa’s rugby team 
as they make their historic run to the 
1995 Rugby World Cup Champion-
ship match. This film features Morgan 
Freeman and Matt Damon. English. 
134 mins. This event is free.

Wednesdays through Oct. 20, from 
2-6 p.m. visit the MCC Band Shell 
for the Farmers’ Market. The farmers’ 
market is held rain or shine, and has 
a variety of vegetables, fruits, plants, 
herbs, local honey, goat’s milk, goat 
cheese, baked goods, soaps, creams, 
candles, as well as local artisans as 
our market continues to grow. Support 
Connecticut Farmers and buy locally 
grown foods. . . Become a Localvore!

Our Farmers/Vendors

•	 Futtner Family Farms

•	 Sweet Pea Cheese

•	 Olivia’s Garden

•	 Shayna B’s Bakery

•	 Steffie’s Garden 

•	 Bottomland Farm

•	 Farm to Hearth: fresh-baked, 
hand-made pizza

•	 Beckett Farms 

•	 Chaplin Farms 

•	 Custom Slate Signs 

•	 Mayflower Soaps and Lotions 

•	 R & S Magnetic Jewelry

•	 Tranquil Morning Farms

NEW

•	 Farm to Hearth: fresh-baked, 
hand-made pizza

•	 Beckett Farms: blackberries, 
raspberries, blueberries 

•	 Chaplin Farms: plums, blue-
berries, peaches 

•	 Custom slate signs for home 
and garden 

•	 Mayflower Soap: goat milk 
soaps and lotions 

Manchester Community College offers dozens of 
events each month. Here are a few coming up. For 
more listings, visit the Event Calendar on the MCC 

home page, www.mcc.commnet.edu.

Cat Balco Paintings and Matt Towers Ceramics will be on display in The Hans Weiss 
Newspace Gallery from Sept. 9 until Oct. 15. The Gallery is located in the AST Center.
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The Manchester Community 
College athletic department enjoyed un-
precedented success over the 2009-10 
school year, producing three New Eng-
land championships and a pair of fourth 
place finishes in national tournaments. 
 The women’s basketball team 
and the baseball team each completed 
their respective seasons at nationals, 
while the men’s soccer team lost 1-0 
to Nassau Community College in the 
District C championship after captur-
ing its sixth New England title in nine 
years. The school’s four intercollegiate 
teams produced a National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Academic All-American, four Divi-
sion III All-Americans and 22 All-
New England (Region XXI) players. 
 Lindsay Estok (Middletown) 
was women’s soccer’s second consecu-
tive NJCAA Academic All-American, 
joining Julia Connor (Ellington), who 
was named in 2009.  Estok scored 45 
points (14 goals, 17 assists) over two 
seasons at MCC and maintained a 
3.71 GPA. She graduated with an as-
sociate’s degree in May and was also 
recognized National Alliance of Two 
Year College Athletic Administrators 
(NATYCAA) as a Scholar-Athlete.  
 “We don’t focus on win-
ning,” MCC Athletic Director Cynthia 
Washburne said. “Our goal is to en-
hance the lives of our student-athletes 
outside the traditional classroom en-
vironment. If we do the little things 
right, the winning takes care of itself.” 
 For on-field accomplishments, 
goalkeeper Hami Kara (Wethersfield) 
of the men’s soccer team and baseball 
players Kevin Madera and A. J. Low-
ers, both of Newington, were named 
to All-American teams. And women’s 
basketball player Erika Murphy (Tor-
rington) was tabbed as a pre-season 
All-American before helping the Cou-
gars to a program best 24-4 record.  
 Kara and Lowers both gradu-
ated with associate’s degrees in May 
and will continue their playing careers 
at the NCAA Division I level. Kara has 
moved on to the University of Pitts-
burgh, while Lowers will transfer to 
Central Connecticut State University. 
 MCC’s four intercollegiate 

By Paul Ofria 
MCC Sports Information

MCC Athletic Programs Garnering National Attention
teams – men’s and women’s soccer, 
women’s basketball and baseball – 
had a combined record of 75-31-1 
in 2009-10. Kara, who allowed just 
four goals in 19 games for the 16-
2-1 Cougars, led the nation with a 
0.25 GAA. Madera (8-0, 2.02 ERA) 
followed Steve Simon (Middle-
field) from MCC’s 2009 team as 
the NJCAA Division III ERA leader 
and Lowers, who was named All-
American for a second time, was 
also cited as the NJCAA Division 
III Defensive Player of the Year. 
 With established coaching 
staffs in place and a core of returning 
players, 2010-11 could be even better. 
 “We have coaches who 
have been here for a while,” Wash-
burne said. “They are established, 
not only here at the college, but cer-
tainly in the community of the sport 
they are in with the quality of their 
programs. Also we offer a quality 
education that attracts students and 
we are becoming a first choice for 
student athletes, not an also-ran.” 
 Men’s Soccer
 Men’s soccer coach Jim 
Insinga enters his 11th season with 
sophomores Giuseppe Panajia (10 
goals, seven assists) returning up 
front and former All-State goalkeep-
er Tony Ettorre (Plainville) ready to 
take over the goalkeeping duties. 
 “Giuseppe is a dynamite 
goal scorer,” Insinga said of the for-
mer Glastonbury High forward, “a 
left-footed player with speed and 
size and tremendous ability. And 
‘Big Tony,’ in my opinion, is one of 
the top goalkeepers in our league.” 
 Insinga also has a “Lit-
tle Tony” returning – Bristol’s 
Tony Scotti – whose speed and te-
nacity produced a pair of goals, 
three assists and a lot of prob-
lems for the opposition in 2009. 
 The men will play a pair 
of scrimmages on the road against 
the University of Bridgeport and 
Amherst College, and then play 
for keeps starting on Sept. 11 in 
Brockton, Mass., against Mas-
sasoit Community College. 
 “A lot of teams will 
be shooting for us, but if we 
can keep the goals against un-
der 15, we’ll move on to the na-

tional championship,” Insinga said. 
 The Cougars hope to suc-
cessfully defend their New England 
title in Somerville, Mass., Oct. 23-24. 
The winner will go directly to Her-
kimer, N.Y., for the NJCAA Division 
III tournament, which will include 
eight teams for the first time this year. 
 Women’s Soccer
 The women’s team will host the 
first athletic event of the 2010-11 school 
year on Sept. 9 when Nassau Communi-
ty College visits the campus for a game 
that will double as Jeremy Wilson’s de-
but as MCC’s head coach. Wilson, who 
was part of the American East confer-
ence staff of the Year in 2006 at the Uni-
versity of Hartford, replaced Alex Cal-
pa in April and hit the bricks running. 
 “It will be nice to get on the 
field and put all the pieces together,” 
Wilson said. “We have a lot of new 
players coming in; some really talent-
ed players so the expectations should 
for us to be pretty good this fall.” 
 Wilson inherits several key 
players from Calpa’s 2009 team. All-
New Englanders Miranda Hodge (Rocky 
Hill) and Ilyssa Riley (Enfield) return 
along with Ashley Geraldi (Stafford) 
and Rockville natives Michelle Kerr and 
Lizzie Coll. Hodge led the Cougars with 
eight goals while Riley checked in with 
seven goals and three assists last fall. 
 Women’s Basketball
 Women’s basketball coach 
Robert Turner, Jr. will begin his sixth 
season as head coach – and second 
in the still-sparkling new Great Path 
Academy gym on campus – Oct. 
1, and should have plenty to smile 
about. The defending New England 
champions have 10 players returning. 
 “They already know the sys-
tem,” Turner said between appoint-
ments in the counseling center last 
month. “They know the expectations; 
they know what it takes to win because 
they have been there before so we are 
very optimistic about next season.” 
  Among the returnees are former 
Bloomfield High standouts Ericka Sagay 
and Shenielle “Shorty” Duncan-Clarke. 
 “Those two young ladies are 
a large part of what we do offensively 
and defensively,” Turner said. “We are 
looking forward to having them back.” 

 The duo dazzled in tournament 
play, and may be two of the best junior 
college players in New England. Sa-
gay was second among all NJCAA D III 
players with 109 blocked shots (3.9) and 
twice hit the 20 rebound pateau. Duncan-
Clarke led the nation with 8.1 assists per 
game while leading the Cougars with 
107 steals. Turner will also have out-
side threat Callie Tambling (Manchester) 
and 6’1” center Jazlynn Canino (East 
Hartford) returning for a second season. 
 B a s e b a l l
 The Cougar baseball team, un-
der the guidance of twelfth-year head 
coach Chris Strahowski, went 30-23 
in the spring, setting a program record 
for wins while capturing its third con-
secutive New England championship.  
 The team plays an informal, 
yet aggressive, 20-game fall schedule 
which Strahowski uses to evaluate play-
ers for the following spring. Strahowski, 
who was the Connecticut College Coach 
of the Year in 2009, expects some-
where between 60 -80 players to try out 
for 25 slots on the 2011 spring roster.  
 The team usually takes its 
lumps from a strong out-of-conference 
spring schedule, which pays dividends 
by the time the Region 21 tournament 
rolls around. The Cougars are 9-1 in the 
tournament over their three year reign. 
 “For the spring we have made 
an even more challenging schedule than 
last year, adding defending national 
champs Gloucester CC, D-III World Se-
ries participant Montgomery-German-
town and nationally ranked D-II Lacka-
wanna,” Strahowski said. “We will also 
play D-II national runners-up UCONN-
Avery Point four times during the year.”   
 Washburne said she feels 
the athletic programs at MCC are in 
a period of unprecedented growth. 
 “The quality of this department 
has risen to that next level, along with our 
coaches,” Washburne said. “They are ris-
ing together. And with the support from 
this institution – it’s a window of opportu-
nity right now. It’s an exciting time for us.” 
 Anyone with interest in trying 
out for, or helping out with any of the 
school’s four intercollegiate teams should 
contact the athletic department office at 
860-512-3353 or email pofria@mcc.com-
mnet.edu.

Sophmore Miranda Hodge left MCC with eight goals in 2009. 
The women’s team has a new coach in Jeremy Wilson and look to 
contend for the Region 21 title.

Tony Scotti returns to the midfield for coach Jim Insigna’s men’s 
team who will aim for a third consecutive Region 21 champion-
ship this fall.
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Tuesday afternoon workshops are held from 12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 21 ……………………………… Effective Resume Writing 
Tuesday, September 28 ……………………………… Interviewing Tips 
Tuesday, October 5 ………………………………….. Job Search & Cover Letters 
Tuesday, October 12 …………………………………. Effective Resume Writing 
Tuesday, October 19 …………………………………. Interviewing Tips 
Tuesday, October 26 ………………………………… Job Search & Cover Letters 
Tuesday, November 9 ………………………………..  Effective Resume Writing 
Tuesday, November 16 ………………………………. Interviewing Tips 
Tuesday, November 23 ………………………………. Job Search & Cover Letters 

Thursday night workshops are held from 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, September 23 ……………………………… Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, September 30 ……………………………… Interviewing Tips 
Thursday, October 7 ………………………………….. Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, October 14 …………………………………. Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, October 21 …………………………………. Interviewing Tips 
Thursday, October 28 ………………………………… Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, November 4 ………………………………. Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, November 11 ……………………………… Interviewing Tips 
Thursday, November 18 ……………………………… Job Search & Cover Letters 

Wednesday afternoon workshops are held from at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 20 ………………………………. Career Exploration using Focus 2  
Wednesday, November 3 ……………………………... Career Exploration using Focus 2 

Wednesday, November 17 ……………………………. Career Exploration using Focus 2 

Workshops are held in L-107, the computer resource room across from the 
Career Services & Co-Op Suite on the first floor of the Lowe Building. 

 

ALL WORKSHOPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
No advance registration is required. 

 

Please contact MCC Career Services for more information or if  
you would like to set up an individual appointment: 

 

cochnio@mcc.commnet.edu 
jgreene@mcc.commnet.edu   or   cmcgadney@mcc.commnet.edu 

 

 I’m going to be honest 
here: I’m a huge American foot-
ball fan. I love my pigskin, hard 
hits, 300-pound “athletes” and 
picket-fence related signs, but 
I am not a hater of the rest of the 
world’s football, which, out of 
respect, I will not call “soccer.” 
 Let’s be honest, interna-
tional competition makes anything 
and everything automatically more 
popular and exciting. Just look at 
swim champion Michael Phelps. 
No one would care about his 8 gold 
medals if they weren’t Olympic. For 
that matter, we wouldn’t have beat-
en the Russians to the moon with-
out the Cold War to motivate us. 
 I’ll even say it was fun 
to watch The World’s Football. It 
was exciting, and I cared. How-
ever, I will also point out that all 
those things are in the past tense.  
 The Federation Interna-
tionale de Football Association,or 
FIFA, World Cup brings out the 
best and the worst of everything 
football. It unites the world in 
friendly competition, allowing ev-
eryone to momentarily forget their 
personal and national problems, and 
peace is momentarily instilled into 
the hearts of everyone who owns a 
television. Then, teams start to get 
eliminated. The referees make bad 
calls, and riots ensue quite often. 
 Riots happen in North 
America, too, but it’s rare. Oddly 
enough, our worst riots are in vic-
tory. People actually died in cel-
ebration of the Boston Red Sox’ 
run to the 2004 World Series Cham-
pionship. In the National Hockey 
League, fans of last year’s Montreal 
Canadian team were lighting cars 
on fire in the streets in celebration 
of an unlikely Eastern Confer-
ence Finals berth. They didn’t even 
make the Stanley Cup that year. 
 With that said, let’s get 
back to the World Cup. Both the 
French and Italian teams were elim-
inated in group round robin play, 
despite making the finals four years 
ago. South American teams com-
bined started off 8-1, including a tie. 
However, the heavy favorite, Bra-
zil, got upset in the semi-finals by 
the Netherlands. Uruguay became 
the unlikely South American repre-
sentative in the semi-finals after an 
intentional handball robbed Ghana 
of the winning goal. Germany, with 
all their young talent, surprised the 
world with their great scoring abil-
ity and also made the semi-finals. 
Finally, Spain ran the table and won 
it all, despite having zero previous 
FIFA World Cup Final appearances, 
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FIFA World Cup Review: 
Do we REALLY care?

By Dan Dobbyn 
Live Wire Sports Writer

defeating Germany in the semi-finals 
and the Netherlands in the finals.  
 Then, there was America… 
 Of course, we were lucky 
against England after Robert Green’s 
absurd goalkeeping failure. Then, 
we were unlucky against Slovenia, 
after one of the American players 
was called offsides, nullifying the 
game-winning goal. Of course, the 
player’s name has been withheld by 
the referee of that particular game.  
 Finally, the Algeria game 
came. It was win or go home. So, 
with two minutes left in the game, 
Landon Donovan kicks in the game 
winning goal off a juicy deflection 
from a previous shot. Donovan pro-
ceeded to celebrate the greatest mo-
ment in USA football history with 

the rest of the American roster… 
thus rendering all of them too emo-
tionally drained to muster up a win 
against Ghana in the quarterfinals.  
 Despite the team themselves 
saying it was a disappointment, this 
was considered a positive by the Amer-
ican audience. When they returned, 
there was a very warm welcome, 
followed by a series of talk show in-
terviews, press coverage and a new-
found interest in football. That is, until 
that boring World Cup final game. And 
that was followed by the beat down 
that the Major League Soccer all-stars 
team took from Manchester United, 
the best club team in the world, los-
ing by a score of 5-2. Yeah, the best 
of America’s football league couldn’t 
even compete with a club team. 

At least we scored, right? Wrong.  
 We don’t care what the score 
was, and we aren’t going to care un-
til 2014, when the next World Cup 
comes around, and the comeback 
kids known as the USA football re-
turn again to stun the world. An un-
fortunate truth, but America may 
never appreciate football for what it 
is. It seems like a boring and some-
times corrupt sport that is rarely of-
ficiated accurately. It is probably 
the most flawed system in sports. 
 Nevertheless, that doesn’t 
take away from the fact that this is 
probably the single greatest sporting 
tournament in the world. I mean, if 
it wasn’t, I’d have written about the 
NFL, and never even given everyone 
else’s football a thought.



what will 
you do?
For Kenny, a Construction 
Management major, the RWU 
experience has been all about 
building. As a Community 
Connections coordinator, he spent 
the summer building relationships 
with the entire freshman class in 
addition to nearly 80 community 
partners at volunteer sites around 
the state. When that was over, 
he built a sense of community 
by constructing a Post-it Note 
mural that included reflections 
from the entire freshman class. 
But that’s not all. The resident 
assistant is also a member of the 
student volunteer association 
and alternative spring break, 
where he’s been building houses 
and playgrounds for families and 
schools in need. What will you do?
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Find your way with Focus 2 
MCC’s Online Career Guidance Tool 

 

   

   
 

Explore major areas 
of study and career 

fields that are 
compatible with your 

values, skills and 
interests.  

To get started, go to: 
www.mcc.commnet.edu/students/career/students 

  

Click on Career Exploration and follow the instructions to 
create a new account using the provided access code. 

 
 

FOCUS-2 is an interactive career and education 
planning system that combines self assessment, 
career exploration and decision making into one 

comprehensive program. 
 

Once you have completed FOCUS-2, please stop by our 
office located on the first floor of the Lowe Building, in 

Room L-120, to schedule a follow up appointment. 

10 Things We Love About MCC:

1) Chiming light instrument 
outside of library
2) Changing art

3) Cakes in the kitchen  
window

4) Gamers in the Cougar Cafė
5) Comfy chairs everywhere

6) C- band of MCC professors
7) ICE Radio

8) New ice cream vending ma-
chine outside the cashier’s win-

dow
9) Small intimate classes

10) The Live Wire


