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A partnership between Manchester Com-
munity College and the Wadsworth Atheneum, 
America’s oldest public art museum, means free 
admission for students, faculty and staff of the 
college. More than 20 people associated with 
MCC viewed 2,500 years of art in one hour on 
May 4 at the Wadsworth during a ceremony cel-
ebrating the partnership. 

MCC is the first community college to take 
advantage of corporate membership, said Dr. 
Jonathan M. Daube, president of MCC.

“I’m delighted we have this arrangement with 
the Atheneum,” said Daube. “MCC faculty and 
staff [and students] can get in here for $0 and I 
really hope we use it.” 

In addition to free admission, the MCC 
community receives discounted admission to 

Wadsworth Atheneum Partnership Means Freebies for MCC

MCC Graduates 644 at 42nd Annual Commencement

With friends and family members sprawled 
out on the lawn that surrounds the Bicentennial 
Bandshell, more than 600 students received 
degrees, certificates and honors at Manchester 
Community College May 25.

Students from 65 towns, seven other states 
and 50 countries were honored during the 42nd 
Annual Commencement Ceremony.

MCC President Jonathan Daube led the 
exercises. 

“This is the culmination of years of early 
mornings and late nights, and I hope you will 
choose to use the skills you have performed at 
MCC,” he said.

Several awards were conferred before the 
degrees and certificates were handed out.        

Daube awarded the President’s Student Award 
to Jamie Putnoki of Manchester. The award 
recognizes a graduate who has shown unusual 
perseverance in spite of difficulties, obstacles or 
challenges.  

Putnoki came to MCC after a troubled 
childhood that included abuse by foster parents 
and a difficult stay at a residential school. Despite 
her difficult upbringing, Putnoki, who came to 
MCC in 2000, was able to earn her associate’s 
degree in social services and said she plans to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in the same field.

Eliezer Arzola, of Hartford, received the 
Regional Advisory Council’s Community 
Service Award, which recognizes service to 
MCC. Arzola served as a student ambassador, 
assisting with student orientation. He also spoke 
to various student groups about getting through 
adolescence. Arzola earned his associate’s degree 
in social services and said he will be attending 

President Daube hands degree to a happy graduate.  Photo courtesy of www.mcc.commnet.edu 

   By Keith Rugar
   Live Wire Staff Writer

same is a common humanity,” he said. “Men and 
women have forgotten how to be civil to each 
other, and Washington has become the theater of 
the absurd. High office does not make you better 
than someone else, it only means that you are 
responsible to do what is right.” 

Braithwaite urged the graduating class to 
go out and demonstrate their ability to be civil, 
and reminded them that “the glue that holds any 
community together is civility.”

Other speakers included Kai L. Loundon, of 
East Hartford, the class salutatorian. He earned an 
associate’s degree in general studies and said he 
is going to Central Connecticut State University 
in the fall. 

please see Graduation, page 4

Eastern Connecticut State University in the fall 
to work on his bachelor’s degree in psychology.   

East Hartford Mayor Melody A. Currey, a 
long time supporter of MCC, received the Board 
of Trustees Merit Award. 

Dr. Edward R. Braithwaite, author of the book 
“To Sir, With Love,” was also recognized with an 
honorary degree of Associate in Humane Letters, 
before he delivered the commencement address. 
Braithwaite visited the college last fall and 
became a visiting professor for the spring 2006 
semester. Braithwaite, a resident of Washington 
D.C., discussed the need for civility in politics 
and in society.

“I look at you. I have met you, men and women 
from different countries, races, and colors, you 
are learning the lesson that what makes us the 

lectures, programs and events. During the premier 
ceremony student attendees gave the Atheneum 
two thumbs up for their collections.  

“I really loved the exhibit[s],” said fine arts 
student Scott Nikola.

The Wadsworth staff was equally excited 
about the partnership.

“I love art,” said Rita Heimann, Wadsworth 
docent and educator for the past 10 years.  “I think 
it’s the greatest thing that they ever did because 
it gives [students, faculty and staff] another 
educational opportunity.” 

Charlene Miller, associate museum educator 
for the docent program and university audiences, 
said that the Wadsworth “is a resource to relax, 
learn and have fun.”

The Wadsworth, filled with more than 45,000 
pieces of art in its permanent collection, also 
produces special exhibitions, films and family 
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events. “First Thursday Gallery Talks,” is a 
popular “after hours” time at the Wadsworth for 

please see Atheneum, page 5
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Gallery Exhibits Planned

Two exciting exhibits are planned for the Hans 
Weiss Newspace Gallery on the first floor of the 
AST to begin the Fall Semester:

STILL – featuring Bill Burk, Robert Dente, Shawn 
Hill, Christopher Moore and Brian Moriarty, will 
be shown Aug. 30 through Oct. 6, with an opening 
reception Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the gallery. 
“STILL” will investigate and reveal the potency and 
timelessness possible in one still moment. Three of 
the artists, Burk, Dente and Hill, are Connecticut 
artists, while Moore and Moriarty are based in New 
York City.

Tetragrammatron – featuring works by Jason 
Robert Bell, will be featured Oct. 26 to Dec. 1, with 
an opening reception Oct. 26 at 7 p.m.
This show is a 10-year retrospective. Bell blurs 
the line between art and commodity and fine art. 
Some of the work makes visual commentary on 
the history of religion and its links to the “religion” 
of contemporary society. Bell is a Yale University 
graduate who has exhibited widely throughout the 
country. 

The artists will talk about their work at the 
opening receptions, where refreshments will be 
served. All gallery events are free of charge and 
open to the public.
 

Student Workers Sought

As one of the largest college work-study 
employers on campus, the Department of Athletics 

and Fitness (located in the Lowe Building, Room 
154) is looking for students to work at the desk of our 
Fitness Center and at our athletics contests throughout 
the school year, including men’s soccer, women’s 
soccer, women’s basketball and baseball.

For more information, please contact Assistant 
Fitness Director Joanne Britton at 512-3359 or by 
e-mail at jbritton@mcc.commnet.edu to set up an 
interview. Assistant Director of Athletics/Sports 
Information Director Marc Goldin can be reached 
at 512-3354 or by e-mail at mgoldin@mcc.commnet.
edu for a job description and/or interview. 

All MCC students are eligible for employment in 
athletics. But the Fitness Center only hires college 
work-study students.

CCP Meetings Scheduled

The Community College Professionals, or CCPs, 
will meet Aug. 25, Sept. 22 and Oct. 27. November 
and December meeting dates will be announced at a 
later time.

CCPs comprise those employees in job grades 
8 through 22 and include administrators, counselors 
and librarians. CCPs share joint membership, along 
with faculty, classified staff and students on all of the 
college’s policy-making bodies. CCPs are eligible and 
encouraged to participate in the Faculty Senate.

The CCPs meet the 4th Friday of each month 
all year. Please consider actively participating in 
CCP meetings. For more information, contact Paula 
Cook or Kevin Skee, CCP conveners, at pcook1@mcc.
commnet.edu or kskee@mcc.commnet.edu.

Lost Items Seek Rightful Owners

Lost and found property is managed by the MCC/
Police Department, room L-174. If an item has been 
lost, its loss should be reported to the MCC/PD. A 
“Lost Property” card will be completed so that the 
property can be returned to its owner if found. Any 
found property should be turned in at the Police 
Communications window in the lobby of the Lowe 
Building. 

Unclaimed found property is held at the PD for 
six months.  If it remains unclaimed by the owner, 
it will be returned to the finder or, depending upon 
its value, either given to a charity or discarded. A list 
providing a general description of found property is 
posted on the Police Department’s Bulletin Board 
located next to the Director’s Office,  L-170, and on 
the Police Department’s website.  A general listing is 
also published periodically in the Live Wire.

Here is a partial list of Found Property currently at the 
Police Department.

Bicycles:
Panasonic Sport – Women’s – 10 speed
Shogun – Men’s – 10 speed
Roadmaster Mt. Fury – 15 speed
Rand – Men’s – 18 speed – mountain 
bike
Fuji Blaster DX
Raleigh C30 – Women’s – 21 speed

Calculators:
Texas Instrument 83+
Texas Instrument 82
Texas Instrument 83
Casio

Cell Phones
Sprint
Sanyo Dual Band SCP5150
Verizon in black case
Nokia
Samsung

Glasses and Sunglasses – more than 12 
pair

Keys
Many sets of keys, including:

Mitsubishi key and remote
Honda keys with house keys
Ford keys

Jewelry - Many items of jewelry, 
including watches, single earrings, 
bracelets, and chains.
Miscellaneous – including umbrellas, 
purses and wallets, notebooks, textbooks 
and thumb drives (3)

Parking Policy 

To the MCC Community,
I would like to take this opportunity to remind 

everyone about the parking regulations on campus, 
listed below. Copies are also available from the 
Campus Police. Additionally, I want to advise every 
one of procedures being initiated by the State’s 
Department of Motor Vehicles regarding the misuse 
of removable windshield placards for handicapped 
permits.  DMV will revoke a windshield placard 
when it has been determined by law enforcement 
that the permit was used by individuals other than 
the qualifying candidate. In other words, if MCC/
Police cite a person for misusing a removable 
windshield placard, DMV will initiate a revocation 
process which will result in the qualifying person’s 
(permit holder) losing that permit.

 Parking Regulations:

1) Faculty/Staff Parking Permits:
• Vehicles may not be parked in Faculty/

Staff Parking Lots unless authorized to do 
so by appropriate Faculty/Staff parking 
permit decal. 

• Full-time faculty and staff may obtain a 
Faculty/Staff parking permit decal from 
the MCC/PD.  The decal must be displayed 
in the lower corner of the passenger side 
windshield. 

• Part-time faculty and staff may obtain a 
parking permit hangtag for each semester. 

• No faculty/staff parking privileges are 
extended to student workers. 

2)  Handicapped Permits:  Issued by the 
Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV)
• Section 14-253 (d) of the Connecticut 

General Statutes prohibits the use of 
designated handicapped parking spaces, 
unless a vehicle displays a valid State 
handicapped permit. 

• Section 14-253 (c) stipulates that the 
permit may only be used for special 
parking privileges when the vehicle 
is being operated by, or carrying as a 
passenger, the handicapped person to 
whom such permit has been issued.  

• Violation of section 14-253 is a State 
infraction, and will result in a $116.00 fine.  

3)  Reserved Parking Permits:  There are a 
number of “Reserved Parking” spaces on 
Campus.  These reserved spaces are assigned 
to specific individuals and are designated by 
blue signs with accompanying permit numbers.  
Only the individual assigned to the space is 
permitted to use the space.
• In addition to the Reserved Parking 

permits already issued, a Reserved Parking 
permit may be issued by the Director of 
Human Resources to an employee who is 
disabled or has a medical condition which 
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April 7 marks the day that the 14th Annual An Evening of Fine Wines at 
Manchester Community College made history. This year’s goal was to 
raise enough money so that collectively, from 1992 to 2006, the fund-

raiser would raise a record high of $1million. And the goal was reached, said 
Lillian Ortiz, dean of institutional development.

The evening has proven to be, by far, the most successful fundraiser for the 
college.  New England businesses and residents provide wine, dinner, jewelry 
and facials, among other items to be auctioned. One hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds provide financial support for MCC students.

This year’s event attracted members of Connecticut’s A-List, including 
Marc Herzog, chancellor of Connecticut Community Colleges, Gene Mazur, 
president of the MCC Alumni Foundation, and Scot Haney, WFSB Channel 
3 meteorologist. This year marked Haney’s seventh as guest emcee and com-
mentator.

“The event grows and grows every year,” said Haney.  “I think it’s a won-
derful institution…The more money we could raise for the foundation the bet-
ter.”

The contributions of Geraldine Lesunaitis and her late husband, Vincent 
Lesunaitis, helped put this annual event on the map for MCC. In 2000, Ger-
aldine Lesunaitis said, she donated more than 3,000 bottles from their wine 
collection to MCCs auction because the proceeds benefits students. Vincent 
Lesunaitis was a wine educator at MCC and other local colleges. He was also a 
generous contributor to the arts. Geraldine Lesunaitis said that she remembers 
the lives of her husband and family through philanthropy. 

“When I was growing up my parents felt that I have a responsibility to do-
nate to society, particularly in the arts and in education,” she said. “I meet my 
objective to donate money to colleges. I donate to individuals at community 
colleges so that they could make better lives for themselves. The best part that I 
feel when they are giving out the scholarships is I get to meet the human beings. 
I can see where the money is going.” 

Geraldine Lesunaitis said she has also known Glenn Lemaire, one of the 
event’s founders, for more than 25 years. Lemaire, who has worked at MCC for 
almost 30 years, said the idea started as a wine tasting and he found it irresist-
ible. 

“I love parties and I love wine,” he said.
The Lowe, from the cashier’s window to the bookstore and every square 

foot in between, was transformed into a two-story grand ballroom. The men 
donned tuxedos, and the women were dressed in evening gowns looking very 
put together.

MCC has established a solid reputation as a first-class institution recognized 
by Connecticut’s movers and shakers.

“I think that community colleges are the hub of the economic establishment 
because they help with the global economy by providing many citizens with 
an education,” said U.S. Rep. John Larson, a Democrat who represents the 1st 
district.

An Evening of Fine Wines 
Hits $1 Million Mark!

By Tish Wilson, Former Editor-in-Chief
and Keith Rugar, Staff Writer

For more information, please call  
Carl Ochnio, Director of MCC Career Services at 
(860) 512-3372, or visit the Office in Lowe 177, 

opposite the bookstore. 

MCC’s 8th annual Community Service Fair will bring 
approximately 25 community-based agencies to 
campus to share with students, and the general 

public, information about the variety of volunteer 
opportunities available in the Greater Hartford 
Area.  We encourage students, professionals and 
community members to attend. The event will 

provide an excellent opportunity for all involved to 
learn more about the rewarding experiences that 

can be gained through Community Service!

Wednesday
October 25 , 2006th

10:00 am - 1:00 pm
AST Building

The Writing Center 

offers writing assistance both on campus 
and online! 

Free walk-in assistance with all of your writing assignments 

Lowe 133 

For more information, contact Rae Strickland 
 rstrickland@mcc.commnet.edu 

* * *  

Free online assistance with all of your writing assignments 

http://www.eTutoring.org  

September 5 to December 22, 2006 
No pre-registration is required. 

For more information, contact James Gentile 
jgentile@mcc.commnet.edu 

The Writing Center 
The “write” place to be  

at MCC. 

requires special parking privileges.  
• To apply for a Reserved Parking Permit, an employee applying for a 

Reserved Parking Permit must submit a written request to the Director 
of Human Resources.  The request must include a State of Connecticut 
medical certificate completed by a physician stating the need for a 
Reserved Parking Permit and the anticipated beginning and end dates 
for the permit.

Enforcement: 
• Parking in restricted area:  Vehicles may not park in a parking space 

marked “RESTRICTED” (including handicapped, reserved, or 
assigned parking spaces) unless authorized to do so by appropriate 
parking permit.  Parking in a restricted space may result in a fine and 
the vehicle may be TOWED at the owner’s expense.  

• Note: At the discretion of the police, those vehicles parked in spaces 
marked “handicapped” without a handicapped permit may be issued a 
state infraction (fine of $116.00) in place of a campus parking ticket, 
may be towed, or both.  

• Additionally, if a citation is issued for misuse of a windshield placard 
handicapped permit, that citation will be forwarded to the Department 
of Motor Vehicles where a revocation process will be initiated.

Campus Briefs continued
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Aaron Mumford, of Manchester, was the class valedictorian. He urged 
the graduates to go out into the “real world” with passion.

“Without it you are only going through the motions,” said Mumford, 
who earned his associate’s degree in accounting and business administration. 
He then went on to discuss what it means to be an American.

“No one said being an American, being a patriot, was easy. Apathy is 
easy.  Indifference is easy. Taking the future of your country into your hands 
is not easy,” he said. “As Americans it is your duty to do so. Graduates 
of 2006, this is your day, you’ve earned it. Now go out there and make 
yourself heard.”

As the names of the graduates were called, beach balls and bubbles 
filled the air around the bandshell, adding a festive air. When the event was 
over, 562 associate of science degrees, 28 associate of arts degrees and 131 
certificates had been awarded. 

President Daube closed the ceremony by challenging the students to 
“never stop learning and to learn from books and the people around you.”   

    

Thursday, September 21 ……….   Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, September 28 ……….   Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, October 5 ……….   Interviewing Skills 
Thursday, October 12 ……….   Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, October 19 ……….   Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, October 26 ……….   Interviewing Skills 
Thursday, November 9 ……….   Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, November 16 ……….   Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, November 30 ……….   Interviewing Skills  

Workshops are held in the Career Services & Co-Op 
Suite, Lowe Building, 1st Floor, L-177  

(Opposite the MCC Bookstore & Campus Police) 

ALL WORKSHOPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

No advance registration is required.

Please contact MCC Career Services for more information 
or if you would like to set up an individual appointment: 

cochnio@mcc.commnet.edu  

Graduation continued from page 1

Hundreds of people attended the commencement ceremonies.  Photo courtesy of www.
mcc.commnet.edu 

Here’s how some of your classmates spent 
their summer vacation

Accounting Intern 
Associate
Clerk Typist 
Cook
Counselor/Instructor
Graphic Design Intern 
Judicial Branch Intern 
Kitchen Supervisor 
Legal Assistant 
Legal Secretary 

Line Cook 
Manager
Office Assistant 
Paralegal
Process/Project Engineer 
Production Assistant 
Production Intern 
Reporter
Therapeutic Recreation Intern 
Weight Trainer 

Plan now for Co-ops and Internships 
Call or visit the Career Services and 

Cooperative Education Office for more information 
(860) 512-3312 

rhenderson@mcc.commnet.edu



 

 

Become a member 
and receive 10% off 

at the MCC bookstore 
for one year! 

*Anyone who has taken one class at MCC 
is eligible for membership. 

The cost of an annual membership is $20.

To join, contact Audrey Letizia at: 
860-512-2906

alumni@mcc.commnet.edu

Or download a membership application at:   
http://www.mcc.commnet.edu/alumni/membership.php 
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visitors to experience the museum because it is open late, until 8 p.m.  
Attendees may enjoy live music, food, gallery talks, and films.

Daube said Mark Kosinski, former director of the Liberal Arts 
division, “spearheaded” the partnership and Joanne Russell, current 
director of Liberal Arts, took over the project. 

“A lot of this is due to Willard Homes,” Daube added, referring to 
the director of the Wadsworth.

Daube urged the MCC community to “visit early and often” and to 
“encourage your friends.” 

The Wadsworth Atheneum is located at 600 Main Street, 
Hartford. For museum information call (860) 278-2670 or visit www.
wadsworthatheneum.org.

Atheneum continued from page 1

The Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, CT.  Photo courtesy of www.wikipedia.org



Shaina Vezina, 18, physical therapy assistant, freshman. “I really enjoyed 
the teachers and students.  The teachers are willing to work with you and the 
students aren’t afraid to smile and say ‘hi.’”  To new students, she says “Use 
the library. I find that going to the library you get more work done than if 
you go home.”

Nick Morrett, 19, sports and exercise, freshman. “I enjoyed being part of the Student 
Senate because the students had input and we knew what was going on on [campus] 
first hand.”  To new students, he says “If [you] care about what’s going on in the 
school, check [the Student Senate] out.”

Sarah DeLucco, 19, business administration, sophomore. “I enjoyed meeting new friends, 
nice programs and the small classes.”
Dan Siopa, 19, physical therapy, sophomore. “This semester I have to wake up at eight  in the 
morning. Early classes suck.  I took an action class and that is a good class to take.”
Marjorie Gottier, 22, business administration.  “I’m a glorified sophomore,” she said, laughing, 
adding that she has been at MCC for four years.  “Meeting new people and my classmates. I love 
my professors.”

Kristy Pinnix, 18, business administration
administration, freshman. “I enjoyed the crazy students and their 
conversation.  I’ve had pretty good teachers because they are close 
and personal.”  To new students, she says “Don’t get caught up 
in parties and fooling around because it will distract you. Dating, 
whatever, it will distract you.”
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MCC Students Reflect on the Year and Give Tips for Success for the Fall



Vanessa Morris, 25, 
communications, freshman. “My 
digital moviemaking class.  I had 
fun shooting and editing.”  To new 
students she says, “Come in, know 
what you’re coming for, and ask as 
many questions as possible.”

Joaquin Maldonado,18, biology, freshman. “Ah yeah, history class was great, yeah.”  To new 
students, he says “Go to class.”
Nathan Bowike, 18, music, freshman. “Just meeting a lot of new friends.” To new students he says, 
“The same thing [as what Maldonado said], go to class. It’s unbelievable how much it helps.”
Andrew Zadany, 19, biology, freshman. “Meeting all the great people who go here.” To new students, 
he says “Get enough sleep so you won’t pass out in classes. I live on three hours and it’s not enough 
ever.”

Nick Morrett, 19, sports and exercise, freshman. “I enjoyed being part of the Student 
Senate because the students had input and we knew what was going on on [campus] 
first hand.”  To new students, he says “If [you] care about what’s going on in the 
school, check [the Student Senate] out.”

Sarah DeLucco, 19, business administration, sophomore. “I enjoyed meeting new friends, 
nice programs and the small classes.”
Dan Siopa, 19, physical therapy, sophomore. “This semester I have to wake up at eight  in the 
morning. Early classes suck.  I took an action class and that is a good class to take.”
Marjorie Gottier, 22, business administration.  “I’m a glorified sophomore,” she said, laughing, 
adding that she has been at MCC for four years.  “Meeting new people and my classmates. I love 
my professors.”
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For more information, please visit: 
www.mcc.commnet.edu/career or stop by  

MCC Career Services in the Lowe Building, 
Room L-177, opposite the MCC Bookstore. 

Approximately 50 companies are anticipated to 
attend, promoting a wide range of part-time 

positions with flexible hours that fit well with school 
schedules. These types of opportunities often 

enable students to develop valuable skills and 
gain rewarding learning experiences that 

complement their academic goals. 

Job seekers are encouraged to wear appropriate 
dress & have résumés handy!

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 20, 2006

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
AST BUILDING

1st & 2nd FLOORS 

Welcome

Greetings! I am so excited for every one of you who elected to enroll 
in classes this semester at Manchester Community College.  This is the 
fourth consecutive year that MCC is ranked No. 1 among Connecticut’s 
community colleges, according to the Hartford Advocate’s Readers Poll.  
If you are a fresh-person (not everyone is a fresh-man), meaning this is 
your first experience with higher education, I wholeheartedly applaud you 
because you have taken positive steps toward your future.  
To the returning students, I am acknowledging you with equal amounts 
of love and affection.  I urge you to sit down with a counselor in the 
Counseling Center in L108k in the Lowe Building and establish short 
term and long-term educational goals, if you have not yet done so. You 
must have a plan. There is a saying:  “If you fail to plan, then you plan 
to fail.”  This may be a cliché but it is so true. You must have a goal, or 
goals, in mind and go in that direction.  Please go into a field for which 
you are passionate and use your passion to help others. You will be more 
productive and successful if you choose your career, rather than choosing 
what someone thinks you should study. I am a firm believer in following 
your gut. From my experience, it will assist you in making the right 
choices, for the most part.  Just be sure your mind is free of clutter when 
your gut is speaking.

Happenings on and around campus

Oh my goodness, where do I begin.  There is always something productive 
happening on campus- from film screenings, speaking engagements and 
exercise classes to dining in the cafeteria or Tower Café. If you want 
to read, study or relax, our library has hundreds of materials. You may 
participate in the Student Senate, the Live Wire student newspaper, 
sports, the political club or one of the other clubs or organizations.  For a 

MCC is the Place to Be, but Success is up to You

comprehensive list of clubs and organizations, go to the Student Senate 
or the college Web page. If there is a club that you are interested in that 
doesn’t exist, please take the initiative to establish it. Go to the Student 
Activities office on the first floor of the Lowe building for the proper 
procedure. 
I know that you lead busy and hectic lives. You work full-time or part-
time, have families to tend to and are taking classes. Life gets crazy at 
times, but I urge you to be a student leader of a club or at the very least 
participate in one. Obviously, choose something you are interested in and 
trust me, your life will be enriched.
If you want, explore beyond the MCC campus. All MCC students and 
faculty may visit the Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford for free! Just 
present proof that you are affiliated with the campus. And there’s plenty 
going on the town of Manchester, too.

Tips for a successful semester

I use good old-fashioned common sense. 
1. Assume a reasonable course-load.  Work cooperatively with a 
counselor to establish a tailor-made schedule. It is hard to be successful 
taking five to seven classes, working and partying. Something will have 
to give because your performance will suffer. You will earn poor grades, 
get ill or burn out. 

2. Manage your time. Review the syllabus for each class. Know 
assignment due dates and plan accordingly.  Begin extensive assignments 
early. The end of the semester may seem like a long way off, but it will be 
here before you know it.

3. Maximize your resources. Your professor is a resource. The library 
is a resource. The Learning Center is a resource.  Introduce yourself to 
your professor so that they will know you by name.  Show that you are 
interested in being successful in their class. Remember, they have a degree 
in their field and it is generally because they are passionate about what 
they do. Your professors want you to succeed but you must want to also.

4. Go to class and be prepared, that is, read and do the assignments. 
Studies have shown that students who are in class do better than students 
who are not. 

5. Communicate in class.  Actively participate in discussions. Asking 
questions and offering comments generates conversation and stimulates 
the thinking process. Professors are not always correct. If you disagree 
with a statement, respectfully say so. At the very best you could provide 
insight to the professor, and at the very least you could receive more 
insight yourself.

6. Practice good study habits. The library and bookstore have compre-
hensive lists that offer suggestions on how to study for any type of as-
signment.
 
7. Take time for you. You are working hard to be successful so take time 
to enjoy the experience.  Try, I emphasize try, to take an hour or two a 
day or a day of the week to rest- do nothing or fun stuff.  Review your 
accomplishments monthly or so to make sure that you are on track.  

Being successful is hard work but anything worth having you must work 
for. I am wishing you all the best that MCC and life has to offer. I also 
urge you to use your best to help our communities and the world.  After 
you graduate, become a member of the Alumni Association, give back, 
money or time, to the MCC foundation. We can positively change the 
world if each person tries. Think outside of the box.

Sincerely,

Tish

By Tish Wilson
Former Editor-in-Chief



Science and Technology Program Targets 
Community College Students 

STRONG-CT, Science and Technology Reaching Out to New Generations in 
Connecticut, is a special academic support program designed to assist current and 
prospective community college students who are interested in obtaining a degree and 
pursuing a career in the life sciences. The STRONG-CT program targets minority 
and first generation college students who have an interest in science. Students in the 
STRONG-CT program will earn an associate degree at MCC in Liberal Arts and 
Sciences before transferring to UConn for a baccalaureate degree in the life sciences.   

The main components of the STRONG-CT program are:     
academic support for the core science and math courses  
peer and faculty mentoring relationships   
leadership development workshops  
undergraduate scientific research opportunities  
career counseling  
textbook stipends 

To be eligible for consideration in the STRONG-CT program you must: 
be a member from an underrepresented population or be a first generation 
college student 
be eligible for college level work in mathematics and English 
plan to earn a bachelor’s degree in the life sciences 
maintain a 3.0 GPA 

There will be an Open Enrollment Session for interested students at MCC held on 
Wednesday, September 13, 2006 in the lobby of the Lowe Building from 10:30 am 
to 1:00 pm. There will also be an Information Session on Wednesday, October 4, 
2006 from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm in the Learning Resource Center, Room B149.

For more information on the STRONG-CT program at Manchester Community 
College, contact Sharale Walker, Project Coordinator at (860) 512-2710 or email at 
swalker@mcc.commnet.edu.

         Website:  www.strongct.uconn.edu E-Mail: STRONG-CT@UConn.edu
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Be Feisty – Start a Club for the School Year
By J. Ashley Odell, Staff Writer

She approached our Club Day table, her tie-dyed shirt and wavy blonde 
hair fluttering from the quickness of her stomp.

“Hi there!” I said, plastering the smile back onto my face for what felt like 
the hundredth time in the previous hour.  “Would you like to join one of the 
MCC foreign language clubs?”

Before I could continue with my stump speech, she took a deep breath, 
mustered up all her courage, and barked out the following:

“I’m not joining any clubs until this college stops discriminating against 
Japanese and Latin!”

And with that, she literally turned on her heels, her chest heaving from 
all the penned-up anger she’d just released, and stomped out the Tower door, 
looking like she’d finally won her battle against “The Man.”

At first, I thought she was kidding, since accusing MCC of “discriminating” 
against two languages, one of which is mostly dead, verges on a level of crazy 
that goes beyond what even we are typically capable of producing.

But the more I thought about it after this confrontation occurred last 
semester, the more I realized she just doesn’t understand how clubs work.

Clubs at MCC are student-run.  No one from Student Activities, the 
Student Senate, or Student Affairs sits down at the beginning of the year and 
decides which clubs will exist on campus.  They merely facilitate the process.  
This means that, regardless of what Japanese and Latin Girl thinks, there’s no 
institutional discrimination against either of those fine languages.

It is the responsibility of the student body to keep clubs active, running 
smoothly, and growing.  We are the ones who put together the agendas, vote 
on funding, plan events, and book speakers.  Student Activities and the other 
administrative offices are there to help us along, but we are expected to function 
without their handholding.  The most successful clubs do just that.

Likewise, those offices do not make clubs.  We do.  If there is a subject 
– say, Latin – which you would like a club for, you make one.  Go to Student 
Activities, get a petition form, and have 10 people sign it.  If you want to put 
up fliers, they will let you make copies for free.  Ask a professor who shares 

your interest to be the advisor.  Write a constitution using the template given 
by Student Activities, which is about as challenging as completing a Mad Lib.  
That’s about it.  The process is almost laughably easy.

Sometimes, you don’t even need to go through the alleged “hassle” of 
starting a club from scratch.  The Economics Club, the Chess Club, and the 
Asian-American Club are examples of the many existing clubs that merely 
need people to restart them.  This only takes seven signatures, and usually the 
constitution and advisor(s) are already in place for you.  What is so hard about 
that?

Everyone believes it’s their right to complain that there aren’t clubs for 
their interests, but no one actually does anything about it.  People ask why we 
don’t have a better recycling program, but no one starts an environmentalist 
club.  People gripe that the college is too liberal, but no one’s willing to go out 
and find the other nine conservatives on campus so they can start up a branch 
of the College Republicans.

And no petitions have been received regarding Japanese or Latin clubs 
forming.

If there is something you really want on this campus and you’ve been 
waiting around for it to magically appear, I can all but guarantee you it’s not 
going to happen.  You need to be the impetus.  You need to get the process 
going.  The Political Union was able to do it last year, so use them for inspiration 
and get moving.  

And finally, to the forgivably, lovably crazy Club Day girl: If you would 
like to start a Latin club, I’ll gladly be your first signer.  You have a good idea, 
even if you don’t realize it, so see it through.  You’re feisty, and I like feisty, 
so let’s see each other again under better circumstances – like, say, a club 
meeting.

If you would like to start or reactivate a student organization, contact Linda 
Thomas, coordinator of student activities, at (860) 512-3282 or lthomas@
mcc.commnet.edu.  You can also stop by L-154i for petitions and sample 
constitutions.

 

WELCOME TO FALL 2006 
From the 

Accounting, Business and
Paralegal Department 

We wish returning students 
 and new students much  

success during the school year! 

Georgia Buckles • Patricia Cook • Doug Dorsey 
Donna Waldron • John Kelly • Sharon Serow  

Nance Kriscenski • Theresa Janeczek  

(860) 512-2631 



Sports

By Ross Hilton
Live Wire Staff Writer

Well ladies and gentleman, Johnny Depp is back again as Captain 
Jack Sparrow in the hit sequel Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest. Without skipping a beat with his smooth swagger, Sparrow and 
his counterparts embark on yet another action-packed adventure. Keira 
Knightley (Domino, Pride & Prejudice) is back as the lovely Elizabeth 
Swanson and Orlando Bloom (Lord of the Rings, Kingdom of Heaven) as 
the noble Will Turner. The film focuses more on Jack Sparrow than the 
first film did (Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl). 
And this time Depp brings so much more to the lovable character of Spar-
row.  

Sparrow manages to get himself into trouble once again and is at the 
mercy of another curse. The tentacle-faced ghost sea captain Davy Jones 
and his crew of sea monsters are seeking the soul of Sparrow. To counter-
act Jones’s evil intentions, Sparrow goes on a quest for The Dead Man’s 
Chest, the key to defeating Jones. Finding the chest is the only chance 
he has to keep his soul. Meanwhile, Swanson is charged with conspiracy 
for her efforts in the first movie to assist in Sparrow’s escape, a crime 
punishable by death. However, she is given an ultimatum from her ac-
cusers: she must retrieve Sparrow’s compass for The Royal Navy. If she 
succeeds the charges against her would be dropped. Swanson and Turner 
then set out to find the mischievous Sparrow. Along the way they run 
into all the twists and turns one would imagine, including an unexpected 
meeting between Turner and his late father, Boot-strap Bill Turner (Stel-
lan Skarsgard), whose soul is now under the command of Jones. The film 
has a rather unexpected ending, despite the cowardly actions of Sparrow, 
and definitely leaves the path open for another movie, something to look 
forward to next summer.

This visual sensation, like the first, was produced by Jerry Bruck-
hiemer and directed by Gore Verbinski. They make for quite the team, 
so once again you will not be disappointed in the quality of the state-of-
the-art special effects the film possesses. One thing that may disappoint 
you, though, is the fact that the movie is 151 minutes long. The film has a 
rating of PG-13 (parents strongly cautioned), and with good reason. It is 
probably not the best movie to take a little kid to just because they might 
not sleep that night. Jones’s sea monsters and the gang’s visit to a voodoo-
like house in the middle of the jungle definitely contain some frightening 
images for young ones. 

But for adults, my advice is that, if you saw the first movie and you 
liked it, then you have to get out and see this one. It just wouldn’t be right 
if you didn’t. This movie has more humor than the first, but the adventure 
is still there. It seems as if we are living in the adventure trilogy movie era 
with all the threesomes that have come out in the past few years, includ-
ing The Lord of the Rings and The Matrix. But they’ve all rocked the box 
office and many of us have come to love them. So, if you want more of 
Captain Jack Sparrow, then this movie is a must see. 

Captain Jack Comes Back 
with a Vengeance

From left, Jack Davenport, Orlando Bloom, and Johnny Depp in Walt Disney Pictures’ 
Pirates of the Carribean: Dead Man’s Chest.  Photo courtesy of http://movies.yahoo.com
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What advice 
would you 
give to new 
students 
who want to 
succeed at 
Manchester 
Community 
College?

Dr. Jonathan Daube
President, MCC

“Given the political climate these days, 
students have to get informed and be-
come politically active and politically 
aware, no matter what their political af-
filiation is.”

Alfred Carter
Dean of Students

“Know yourself, learn about, and iden-
tify the resources that are available to 
you, make a connection with a mentor, 
stay focused, and have fun.”

Elaine Wiatr
Facilities Scheduler and Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society Advisor
“It is important to start off on the right 
foot, and you need the right attitude to 
get good grades.” 

Robert Kagan
Communications Professor 

“Go to your classes, and keep up with 
your reading and assignments.” 

Julie Greene
Associate Director of Career Services
“The more involved you are on cam-
pus, by participating in campus activi-
ties and events, or by joining campus 
clubs and organizations, and taking ad-
vantage of the resources on campus, the 
more successful you will be.” 

Juan Ochoa
Computer Lab Assistant

“Stay focused and do not give up on 
your goals.”


