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In today’s world, the Internet makes it easier 
for everyone to access information, including students 
picking classes. With the new semester about to start 
students try to utilize everything they can to pick their 
new classes, and the teachers. The “old school” way 
of meeting with possible professors before the semes-
ter has diminished in the age of the Internet. Today 
students have the “new school” way of learning about 
possible professors without even a simple conversation.  
   Of the many sites available, Ratemyprofessors.
com is one of the most utilized sites on the web. With 
the motto “6,000 schools, 1 million professors, 8 mil-
lion opinions” it has a lot to offer students. Students 
can go on the site to vent about previous professors or 
praise them for the semester. With this site, students are 
not reliant on people that they know. They can log on 
and try to decipher what previous students have said.  
   The site has been up since 1999, and is used in the 
U.S., Canada, England, Scotland, and even Wales. 
Owned by mtvU, site administrators admit they cannot 
tell the difference between actual students and other post-

By Jonathan Stankiewicz 
Live Wire Staff Writer

Ratemyprofessors.com Becoming Common 
Consultant for Choosing Classes

ers or prevent multiple ratings from being posted. The 
absence of a system to verify the posts make the site 
anonymous and, for some, open to vast interpretation.  
   Teachers and students alike can become members of 
the site. The process is easy. All a poster needs is an 
email address, and to think up a username and pass-
word. Students can only rate six professors a semester, 
though. Posters rate professors on Easiness, Helpful-
ness, Clarity, and Rater Interest. For every post on you 
can see if the person is a registered rater. Professors 
are also allowed to provide their rebuttals to the posts. 
   The subjectivity of the posts worries some teachers at MCC. 
   “The site has the potential for public humiliation 
and embarrassment to faculty,” said Robert Kagan, 
who is the head of the Communications Department. 
He added that bad grades can cause students to “go 
off” on teachers on the website. “Teachers are sitting 
ducks at times because the ridicule can get harsh.” 
   MCC has just over 250 teachers critiqued on 
ratemyprofessors.com. Some have many post-
ings and some only have a few. Posts dif-

fer in length from quite long to only a few words.  
   “She’s alright,” said one student about an MCC 
professor. Being vague in the posts is quite com-
mon. Other posters take it upon themselves to step 
over the edge to undermine their previous professors.  
   “She ruined my life...She is hands down the worst 
teacher I EVER HAD!!!! I hate economics because of 
her. May God have mercy on your soul if you take her 
class,” wrote another poster about the same professor. 
These posts were made within a month of each other.  
   Ratemyprofessors.com is for both universities and com-
munity colleges throughout the U.S. The site is very well 
made and quite eye catching. Along with the different 
schools and posts there are some features on the site that 
are extraordinary. On the homepage there is a section called 
the “Top Lists for 2008” where students can see who the 
top rated professors, the top school faculty, and the hot-
test – as in good-looking - professors in the U.S. are. As of 
Dec. 29, 2008, the hottest professor on the site was Hugo 

Please see Prof. on page 3

   When a new cafeteria opens, there are always 
high expectations. People want the best prices 
along with the best food. Manchester Commu-
nity College’s new cafeteria has come so far.  
   The cafeteria, on the first floor of the Lowe 
building, was closed for remodeling after the 
spring semester of 2008 and was worked on 
over the summer. The cafeteria was opened in 
October of the fall semester of 2008. Of nine 
workers in the restored café, eight are new. 
   “The cafeteria has to feed around 
850 people a day,” said Ian Mungo the 
new manager of the Lowe cafeteria.  
   The cafeteria was gutted and 
completely redone, said Mungo.  
   “Everything in the cafeteria is brand 
new,” said Mungo. “Nothing was re-
used and now it is more functional.” 
   Before, students and faculty alike would 
have to make their own sandwiches at the self-
serve sandwich bar.  Now, there is a deli coun-
ter where sandwiches are made to order. The 
plans called for removal of the bathrooms that 
were next to the eater, which allowed more 
space for the kitchen. Outside the adjacent eat-
ing area, in the Lowe Atrium, there are brand 

Refurbished Café Has Fans and Critics

By Jonathan Stankiewicz 
Live Wire Staff Writer

Dave Saunders, an engineering major, pictured above, stops to grab some lunch at the new cafeteria in the Lowe building. 
Photo by Rachel M. DePenning

Please see Cafe on page 3
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Workshops are held in the Career Services & Co-Op Suite     
Lowe Building, 1st Floor, L-177  

(Opposite the MCC Bookstore & Campus Police) 
 

ALL WORKSHOPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
No advance registration is required. 

 

Please contact MCC Career Services for more information or      
if you would like to set up an individual appointment: 

 

cochnio@mcc.commnet.edu    or    jgreene@mcc.commnet.edu 
 

 
Thursday, February 5  ……..………… Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, February 19 .…….….......... Interviewing Skills  
Thursday, February 26 .……….…….. Job Search & Cover Letters 
Thursday, March 5  …………...…….. Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, March 12  …………..……. Interviewing Skills 
Thursday, March 19  .………….……. Job Search & Cover Letters  
Thursday, April 2  ……………….…… Effective Resume Writing 
Thursday, April 9……….……………. Interviewing Skills 
Thursday, April 16 ……….………… Job Search & Cover Letters  

 
Tuesday, March 3 ……………….….. Effective Resume Writing 
Tuesday, March 10  ………………..... Interviewing Skills 
Tuesday, March 17 ……………….…. Job Search & Cover Letters 
Tuesday, March 31 …………………... Effective Resume Writing 
Tuesday, April 7 ……….…………….. Interviewing Skills 
Tuesday, April 14  ……………..........  Job Search & Cover Letters 
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   The library at Manchester Community Col-
lege has been helping students to get what 
they need quickly. Whether you need to print 
a paper out or you just have a quick ques-
tion, the librarians are always happy to be 
of help. In addition, the library at MCC has 
an abundance of Internet tools, DVD play-
ers and many other services. It’s hard not 
to find what you’re looking for when there 
are so many resources at your fingertips. 
   This year, the library added eight new com-
puters, to bring its total to 40. Next school 
year, there is a proposal to add 8-10 more 
computers, said library officials. In addi-
tion, there are many Internet programs on 
these computers to help students such as 
Web 2.0. This particular resource is valu-
able because it passes information through 
a chain of people quickly and efficiently. 
   Britannica Online has also been added this 
year; it combines the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica and Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dic-
tionary as well as a Thesaurus.  Britannica 
Online is beneficial for research assignments, 
term papers and other types of school work. 
   Pat Ronalter, a librarian, said that “Bri-
tannica Online has helped many stu-

dents, and is particularly helpful.” 
   The library teaches over 100 biblio-
graphic instruction classes per year to 
MCC students. In the class, students learn 
how to use the library catalog, how to re-
search topics, how to avoid plagiarism, and 
how to use the databases that are offered.  
   Due to recent technological advancements, 
digital services have also been added to the 
library. A recent project is the Informa-
tion Literacy Video Project. Short video 
clips are produced and are embedded in 
the library website to help students with 
research, searching items, and using the 

other services that the library has to offer. 
   The head of the library, Randy Fournier, 
said he has had a challenging time adjusting 
to the recent technological advancements. 
   “When I first started working here, I was 
working with a camcorder, now we’re using 
much more advanced technology,” he said. 
   Whether it’s adapting to new MCC stu-
dents or adjusting to the growing technol-
ogy, the MCC library and librarians are well 
prepared. So the next time you’re struggling 
with finding a source or even a way to print 
a paper, go to the Library and there’s a good 
change your problems can be resolved.

By Nicholas Durdan 
Live Wire Staff Writer

Library Services Expand to 
Include New Technology



Experience an exciting live auction featuring fine wines and 
champagnes from around the world, taste splendid wines 
from the nation’s finest vineyards and enjoy elegant hors 

d’oeurves served throughout the evening – 
all for just $75 per person.

Peruse wonderful silent auction items – 
vacations and weekend getaways; original works of art; 
gift certificates for trips, restaurants, services; and much 

more! Sample delectable Viennese-style desserts and 
coffee, and receive a complimentary souvenir wine glass to 

commemorate the evening.

For tickets, call (860) 512-2905 or obtain an order form at:
www.mcc.commnet.edu/wine.

Tickets On Sale Now!

Friday, April 3

The Seventeenth Annual
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Schwyzer, who teaches history at Pasadena City College.   
   In addition to Ratemyprofessors.com there are many 
sites that offer the same information. Ratemyteach-
ers.com is the high school version that allows you to 
find a teacher or go right to a high school. For universi-
ties there are a vast arrange of Web sites, such as Pick-
aprof.com and Studentsreview.com, to name just a few. 
   Some MCC teachers don’t see such sites as a source for in-
formation on how to change or improve the way they teach.  
   “Teaching style is so much a matter of one’s personality: 
it is what it is and little can change that,” said MCC faculty 
member Michael DiRaimo, who teaches English.  “As a 

teacher, I know that some students like what happens in 
my courses and some students hate what happens in my 
courses.  Not much that I do to reform myself as a teach-
er would change that outcome in any significant way.”  
   Students are very attracted to the site’s bluntness and 
some say it has helped them immensely. To some, if a 
teacher is a good teacher then the ratings will reflect that. 
   “I understand there could be students who have 
a chip on their shoulder and could give a teach-
er a bad grade, but if the teacher is honestly a good 
teacher, then they will have multiple positive rat-
ings and comments,” said MCC student Vanessa 
Morris, who is studying to be a surgical technician. 
   Some students trust others opinions and views 
enough to use the site without questioning it.  

   “I picked all of my professors from what others have 
said about them,” said MCC student Jenna Barrett, who 
is studying psychology. “This worked for me last semes-
ter and I used the site again for the upcoming semester.” 
   Students should use all the information avail-
able to them to pick teachers, said Kagan. 
   “This site is one tool to choose your next pro-
fessor,” he said. “Take it with a grain of salt.” 
    But the course content is more important than 
the personality of the teacher, DiRaimo said. 
   “Students should look at the course itself, the mate-
rial covered, and the questions that are explored, said 
DiRaimo. “Ultimately, students are their own best teach-
ers. Good students do not let their professors get in the 
way of that.

Continued from Prof. on page 1

new chairs and tables for patrons to enjoy 
the view of the MCC courtyard through 
the enormous glass windows. As well 
as, above the cafeteria the school has put 
brand new chairs and sofas for all to enjoy.   
   A bigger selection of food and bever-
ages is now offered for customers, in-
cluding more items in the salad bar, 
soups and Monster and Fuze. Patrons 
have the option of getting food to go 
when in a rush or have a relaxing place 
to eat their food in brand new chairs.  
   “The best sellers by the grill are 
the cheeseburgers, chicken nug-
gets, and the French fries,” said Mike 
Casey, who has been the grill man for 
the cafeteria for the last four years.  
   However, complaints are a part of 
the food industry and new manager 
Mungo knows the business is tough.  
   “Food is subjective and you can’t 
make everyone happy,” said Mungo.  
   With such a variety of food options, 
some food is more popular than others. 
   “If people aren’t eating a lot of a cer-
tain food we make less,” said Mun-

go. “There is no canceling because we 
just make adjustments to how much 
we make because someone will eat it.” 
   Many considerations went into the 
renovated cafeteria, said Dean of Stu-
dents Alfred Carter, including things 
that did not work in the older eatery.   
   “There was a combination of set-
backs with the old cafeteria: not having 
enough space and the limited adaptabil-
ity of the cafeteria led to the college de-
ciding to make a change,” said Carter.  
   But with change come decisions and choices.  
   “Choosing the food to go into the cafete-
ria was a challenge catering to everyone’s 
tastes,” said Carter, adding that the admin-
istration had to take into account the fast 
food lovers, the healthy eaters and the aller-
gies and restrictions that many people have. 
   So far, Carter said, complaints have been few. 
    “No big complaints except that 
there’s not enough variety, but you can-
not make everyone happy,” he said.  
   Not all problems are reported, though.  
   As a frequent customer  - four times a week 
- I have not seen many people complain di-
rectly. On one occasion, I witnessed a Jell-O 

mishap. A woman had purchased a Jell-O 
bowl and went and sat down. As quick 
as she sat down and took the top off, she 
was walking back to the cashier.    
   “There’s a hair in my 
Jell-O,” said the woman.   
   The cashier took the Jell-O back with-
out question, though added a little advice. 
   “That’s why I don’t eat Jell-O,” 
said the cashier while the wom-
an got her brand new Jell-O bowl.  
   Sometimes there are larger mistakes. 
Last semester a friend, Shannon Hogan, 
an MCC Communications major, pur-
chased a chicken tenders combo with 
French fries. Hogan came back to the 
Live Wire office and began to eat her 
French fries, leaving the chicken for last.  
   But when she took a bite of her 
first chicken tender, she imme-
diately spit it into the garbage. 
     “That’s disgusting,” said Ho-
gan. “That’s disgusting!” 
   The chicken was inspected by all 
in the room: it was still raw. The out-
side was quite a dark golden brown, 
but the chicken inside was still red 

mush. Hogan immediately went back 
down to the cafeteria to talk to the staff.  
   Hogan came back minutes later and her 
chicken tenders seemed to be darker than 
they were before. Hogan was not happy.  
   “They just put it back in the fryer,” she said.  
   No exchange was made and Hogan 
ate them despite the red mush ordeal. 
   Complaints aside, the re-
vised cafeteria has its fans. 
   “Yes, I would recommend this cafe 
to anyone,” said MCC student John Ri-
vera, who eats there three or four times 
a week. “It is good and I would say 
that it is better than the Tower Cafe.”  
   The Tower Café is a smaller shop in 
the lobby of the Arts, Sciences and Tech-
nology building that serves sandwiches, 
snacks and beverages. The Tower Café’s 
hours of operation are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
the cafeteria hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
   Operations at the cafeteria are un-
der a watchful eye to ensure that MCC 
is cared for the way it should be.  
   “I do visit the cafeteria to make sure it’s 
clean and that I can get my lunch,” said 
Carter.

Continued from Cafe on page 1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register today & begin looking 
for your next job on this fully 
searchable  database  system ! 

www.collegecentral.com/manchester 

MCC Career Services now offers web access to one 
of the most comprehensive on line job listing 
services on the Internet.  Job seekers will be 
connected to full-time, part-time, and summer jobs, 
as well as internship and volunteer opportunities. 

Your Next Job May 
Only Be A Click 

Away! 
 

Register and find a job at: 
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If you have any 
questions that you 
would like an-
swered by two of 
our staff members 
please drop them 
off in the He Said/ 
She Said box locat-
ed at the circulation 
desk in the Library!
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For more information about the MCC Summer Job 
Fair, please call Julie Greene, Sr. Assoc. Director of 
MCC Career Services at (860) 512-3374, or stop by 

Career Services in Lowe 177, opposite the bookstore. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                WEDNESDAY 
                     March 18, 2009 

                     10:00 AM  -  1:00 PM 
                             AST Building 

 

At this annual event, recruiters from local businesses 
will be on campus promoting a variety of both full 
and part-time short term and/or seasonal positions.   
                          

Recruiters from Summer Camps and Resorts in  
and around CT will also be here promoting summer 
employment opportunities in the areas of camp  
counseling, recreation, hospitality and food services. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For a list of registered employers, please go to: 
www.mccjobfair.com  

 For more information, please stop by MCC  
Career Services in the Lowe Building, Room 177. 

20th annual 
MCC 

Regional  
Job Fair 

Over 60 

companies 

anticipated! 

Saturday, March 28, 2009 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Manchester Community College 
AST Building, 1st & 2nd Floors 

  Meet potential employers. 
  Discuss full and part-time professional,   
 management & entry level position openings. 

  Have your résumé critiqued free of charge by  
     Nationally certified resume writers. 

  Wear appropriate dress and bring plenty of  
      résumés! 

Attention!
The Live Wire wants 
you! If you are inter-
ested in writing, tak-
ing photos, creating 
graphics, doing lay-

out, or contributing to 
your student newspaper 
please stop by our of-

fice in the Lowe Build-
ing, room L253.
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   It’s 2009 now, and Pres. Barack Obama is just starting to settle into his Oval 
Office.  In his campaign he promised an end to the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and I certainly hope he follows through with that promise.  In a way, it’s essential. 
   Just about six years ago, America invaded Iraq to search for Weapons of Mass De-
struction, or WMD.  Well, we never found any WMD, yet we’re still over there fight-
ing.  For what?  Apparently the reason now is to bring democracy to Iraq, which 
will then give the Iraqi people a better way of life.  So we’re bombing their country 
and killing civilians to do so?  That doesn’t make any sense.  There are so many 
children becoming orphans, and other unfortunate children being killed, along 
with their families, friends, and neighbors, innocent people who have nothing to 
do with how the Iraqi government functions.  And it’s not just happening in Iraq. 
   Seven, almost eight years ago, America sought out Afghanistan to destroy the 
terrorists.  Yet we’re also killing civilians there and nowhere near being suc-
cessful with our mission.  I’m starting to think that former Pres. George W. 
Bush had other motives when deciding we needed to go to war.  But the bot-
tom line is, if Obama doesn’t follow through with his promise to pull out our 
troops, I fear that America, along with Iraq and Afghanistan are doomed. 
   Within the past couple of months, I’ve thought a lot about war and its devastation.  
As a result, I have developed a strong dislike for war.  This dislike is also accompanied 
with a desire for world peace and an end to ALL violent acts.  These feelings have 
brought me to write this editorial.  I’ve done a lot of research in regards to Amer-
ica’s war history, and learned of facts that have further fueled my dislike for war. 
   Let’s begin with America’s first conflict, the American Revolutionary War 
in 1775.  The 13 colonies that once made up America fought Great Britain to 
gain independence.  Obviously, they were successful.  Although, after much 
thought, I’ve come to understand that this war was necessary, because it just 
makes sense for America to be its own nation.  Great Britain is “across the 
pond,” what good is that?  The American Civil War was also a very necessary 
war because it was intended to bring freedom to the African American slaves, 
which of course ended with that result and was very well deserved.  How-
ever, the Mexican-American War from 1846-1848 was anything but essential. 
   Believe it or not, Mexico, which included Texas, New Mexico, and southern 
California, once belonged to Spain.  But after winning the War of Independence 
in 1821, Mexico gained independence and became its own government.  In 
time, the leaders found it difficult to govern and control their northern bor-
der.  So, they allowed a couple hundred Americans to reside in Texas, which 
wasn’t such a great idea.  Soon, Mexico lost complete control over its bor-
ders, and thousands of Americans started to settle in Texas.  As a result, Amer-
ica got the idea that they should own the land and offered to buy it.  Naturally, 
Mexico refused.  But since America, or at least the American government at the 
time was greedy, we so wrongfully started and won the Mexican-American War. 
    The land never even belonged to us!  What made us believe we deserved this land?  
Because Mexico was nice enough to let us settle in Texas?  This was a privilege.  And we 
not only took it for granted, but we abused it.  This was a stupid and unnecessary war. 
   Then there were World War I, World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 
War, which were never even America’s wars to begin with.  We entered WWI just 
months before it ended in 1918, and somehow managed to lose 116,708 men with-
in this short period of time.  However, with WWII we only entered because the 
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, so I can see how and why we got involved with that 
war.  But with both the Korean and Vietnam wars, we decided to put ourselves in 
the middle of North and South Korea’s, and North and South Vietnam’s disputes.  
In Korea, the U.S. suffered more than 36,000 casualties.  In Vietnam, we lost 58,913 
people, plus another 1,947 who are still Missing in Action. That’s not to mention 
that the Vietnam War lasted for 16 years!  Ridiculous!  The only good thing to come 
out of any of these wars was the United Nations, which was formed after WWII. 
   Why our government decides to go to war I just don’t know and can’t understand.  
All I know is how I feel.  And at the moment, I feel like war is a horrible way to 
settle disputes and resolve conflicts, especially when they have nothing to do with 
us, like with Korea and Vietnam.  I can understand we stood up for and defended 
countries we felt were right, just like any person would do for a friend or relative 
that was in some sort of dispute.  But what about all the men and women who fight 
and serve and lose their life?  What about their families, who have to spend the 
rest of their lives grieving?  What about those who come out of a war injured, faced 
with permanent physical, mental and emotional wounds?  Sure they’re all volun-
teers, or at least they are today.  But back when you got drafted and didn’t have 
a choice, so many men, who probably didn’t even want to be there, were killed, 
leaving their friends and families to grieve, all because America forced them.  Is 
this not murder?  And are we not sending these people to war to commit murder? 
   And what about the issues we have here in America?  Why couldn’t, and 
can’t we, put any of our focus and tax-payer money towards universal health-
care, education, poverty and homelessness, health and environmental is-
sues, the crumbling economy, and every other problem that’s draining this 
country of stability? I’m afraid that if we focus any more of our time and mon-
ey on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, America will completely fall apart. 
   Without a doubt, Obama has a lot of work to do.  But as great and wonderful as 
many believe he is, he’s only human, not a superhero or a magician.  I don’t think he 
can totally cure this country, but I do think he has the potential to restore much of it.  
However, this is only if he keeps his campaign promises and his promise for change.  
   We’ll just have to wait and see what he does, and what he can do, from behind the 
desk where the man who put America in this situation once sat.

War is Simply Not  
the Solution

By Rachel M. DePenning 
Live Wire Editor

   The United States of America is at war. We are not at war with a foreign nation, a sa-
distic dictator, or heavily armed militias in the Middle East. This is a war America has 
been fighting former Pres. Richard Nixon’s administration in the 1960’s, a lengthy war 
that has resulted in thousands of casualties and countless arrests. This war is fought not 
just in the murky shadows of nearly every continent of the world, but in the streets of 
America, in every town and city. The war I speak of, of course, is what the government 
calls the “War on Drugs.” 
   Last semester, I attended a seminar at Manchester Community College provided by 
an organization who calls themselves Law Enforcement Against Prohibition, or LEAP. 
One of their spokespeople, Richard Van Wickler, provided attending students with a 
rather stunning and enlightening presentation of how our government has been waging 
a losing war on drugs for more than 40 years. 
   LEAP is an international nonprofit organization whose speakers consist entirely 
of former drug combatants: cops, judges, DEA and FBI agents, and prison wardens, 
among others. They work in unison with one goal in mind: end the prohibition against 
drugs in America.  While some may view the concept of legalizing drugs in our coun-
try as downright ludicrous, even unimaginable, there is overwhelming evidence to 
support this notion.  
   This so called “War on Drugs” has been one of the greatest follies in our gov-
ernment’s history, led by blundering politicians who continue to underestimate what 
they have opposed themselves against. This tireless political crusade has cost America 
more than $1 trillion dollars thus far, with no beneficial results to be seen to date. This 
is what LEAP has set out to prove, that this war we are fighting is an utter failure. 
   When the Nixon administration declared war on drugs, they were more of a nui-
sance to the government than a social problem in America. Marijuana use was gaining 
popularity with America’s youth, and sure, hippies were dropping LSD at Jefferson 
Airplane concerts and consuming psychedelic mushrooms at Woodstock while Jimi 
Hendrix lit his guitar on fire. It was an era where American culture submerged and 
prided itself in a revolution of love, drugs, and music. The government saw this radical 
shift did what America does best:  wage war. Except this war wasn’t in the jungles of 
Vietnam, it was right in our own country. The plan was to eradicate drug use. 
   To better understand the absolute futility of our “War on Drugs,” one must look at 
the actual word “war” and realize what it means to our society. When America wins a 
war, we do not negotiate its end; we emerge the winners, leaving the enemy battered 
and broken.  To successfully “win” this war, a completely drug-free American society 
would have to exist, a goal which is not only unrealistic, but downright impossible. So, 
at the beginning of this new war, Nixon constructed an image that the fight wouldn’t 
be over until drugs were dead and gone from our borders, therefore allowing for a war 
that held the potential to continue endlessly.
   In 1965, at the commencement of the war on drugs, American drug users totaled four 
million. By the year 2003, the total number of drug users had rocketed to a staggering 
112 million. The irony of the drug war can be found in these statistics. The government 
started a war to get rid four million drug users, but 33 years later drug use in America 
had multiplied 28 times over. The cost of this war so far? In 1970, the government had 
spent $100 million dollars on the war on drugs. The cost to date totals over $69 billion 
spent, all for a war we have lost and keep losing. 
   Every year the drug trade generates a whopping $500 billion. This is money that is 
completely untouched by income or sales taxes. Such enormous sums could be put to 
better use, injected into government programs to support education, health care, jobs, 
and rehabilitation centers for drug addicts. Seeing this, the LEAP organization pro-
poses not only the legalization of drugs, but the government manufacturing and sale 
of drugs in America.
   It may seem outrageous to support such a proposition, but look at several relevant 
examples throughout American history. After the prohibition of alcohol ended, all the 
violence and gangland bloodshed from the likes of Al Capone and other gangsters 
ended, simply because alcohol was legal again. Tobacco smoking has been greatly 
reduced over the years simply through education. Both booze and cigarettes, much 
like drugs, are addictive, mind altering substances, but are sold in stores all over the 
country.
   Maybe it’s time to realize we’re fighting a costless, ineffective war and start to make 
some positive changes.     

By J. Eric D’Amico
Live Wire Assistant Editor

The “War on 
Drugs”: 
A Battle 

America Can’t 
Win
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   Genocide is a noun and has three syllables. 
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines geno-
cide as “the deliberate and systematic destruc-
tion of a racial, political, or cultural group.”  
   But genocide is more than just a word. 
It is occurring right now, in our world. 
   “On February 27, 2004, in the Tawilla area of North 
Darfur, 30 villages were burned to the ground, more 
than 200 people were killed, more than over 200 girls 
and women raped (some by up to 14 assailants at a time, 
in front of their soon-to-be-murdered husbands and fa-
thers), and 150 women and 200 children were abduct-
ed,” as reported by Eric Reeves of The New Republic. 
   Recently, I watched the documentary The Devil 
Came on Horseback. In the film, there was a segment 
on a village in Darfur. It showed the former U.S. Ma-
rine Brian Steidle walking through the village, which 
had just been burned down by the Janjaweed, Arabic 
nomads who have become a brutally strong militia. 
The camera panned the village and there was noth-
ing but ashes left. Steidle talked to some of the sur-
viving villagers to find out what happened. The sur-
vivors brought him over to some charcoaled bodies 
near a school. They told Steidle that the girls from the 
school were raped, chained together, and burned alive. 
While all of that was happening the fathers and broth-
ers of the girls were castrated and murdered while they 
watched their family members being burned alive.  
   How can we let Darfur continue to happen? Since 2003, 
the African tribes of Sudan have been under attack by 
the Janjaweed, the Arab tribes.  For the last five years, 
little has been done to stop the genocide from occurring. 
Non-governmental organizations have risked their lives 
trying to provide aid to the people who need it most. But 
even the NGOs are being attacked and killed for being 
in the way. What I am confused about is how long it has 
been since this started and that it is slowly becoming a 
bigger and bigger issue. As Pres. Barack Obama’s Web 
site states, “As president, Obama will take immediate 
steps to end the genocide in Darfur by increasing pres-
sure on the Sudanese and pressure the government to 
halt the killing and stop impeding the deployment of 
a robust international force.” Why does it take a new 

By Jonathan Stankiewicz 
Live Wire Staff Writer

A World of Genocide We Cannot Control

president to get 
things going to 
stop genocide?  
   Former 
Secy. of State 
Colin Powell 
in 2004 made 
it pretty clear 
that genocide 
was happen-
ing in Darfur. 
   “We con-
cluded that 
genocide has 
been commit-
ted in Darfur 
and that the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
of Sudan and 
the Janjaweed 
bear respon-
sibility, and 
that genocide 
may still be 
occurring. We 
believe that 
the evidence 
corroborates a specific intent to de-
stroy a group in whole or in part,” he said while speak-
ing before the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
   That was 2004 in the very beginning of the struggles in 
Darfur. And now it’s 2009 and we have a new president who 
vows to make it better. But even with the promise of change 
from Obama how do we fix what already has been done. 
   With the number of displaced people mounting in the 
neighborhood of 2.7 million, roughly the population of 
Utah, whatever is done needs to be done soon. That amount 
of people displaced is enormous and they have nothing to 
go back to. The Janjaweed have pillaged their homes and 
burned whatever possessions they had to the ground. What 
hope can they have even if we “save” them? We cannot 
save them from what they already have gone through? 
   Last year saw no change for the people of 

Darfur and 2009 shows no promise either. 
   On July 31, the U.N. Security Council voted unani-
mously to authorize a force of about 26,000 U.N. 
peacekeepers to help [in the aid of Darfur], reported 
by Colum Lynch of The Washington Post in 2007. 
   Now, according to UNAMID: African Union - Unit-
ed Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur, the num-
ber of total uniformed U.N. personnel in Darfur is 
11,415, as of 0ct. 31 2008. Without using a calculator, 
you can see that the U.N.  is still 14,000 people off 
the authorized force level, six months after the vote.   
   I think the United Nations has proven itself to be a terrible 
help to anything or anyone that needs it. The inability to 
provide peace for the people of Darfur is arguably repre-
hensible. And the death toll in Darfur might never be accu-
rate. In April, the U.N. Head of Humanitarian Affairs John 
Holmes said the death toll was 300,000 while Eric Reeves, 
a professor of English Language and Literature at Smith 
College, says the number could be more than 500,000.  
   What’s happening in Darfur probably will not 
stop for years to come. Yes, organizations have been 
started and money is being siphoned into the region, 
but help will only slowly get to where it needs to go.  
   It’s beyond frustrating to comprehend what is happen-
ing and what there is to come in the near future. The mass 
killings and rapes will continue to happen. The Janjaweed 
will continue to burn villages on a daily basis. The U.N. 
will slowly aid Sudan, which is already on its last breath.  
   The sorrow and pain that I feel for the survivors of Dar-
fur is almost more than I can bear. No one should have 
to go through what they are living through right now. 
Whole families killed in front of their eyes and if they 
are lucky they have some family members left. I have no 
idea what I would do if I lost even one family member. 
   I’d love for everyone to know about Darfur and be 
as unhappy as I am, but I know some people have no 
idea and I respect that. Some may not want to know, 
while others simply have no knowledge of what is 
truly happening over in this part of Africa. But people 
not knowing what is going on, doesn’t change the fact 
that it is happening. People are dying. People are los-
ing everything. People are suffering. Genocide is real. 
   For more information about Darfur and how you can 
help, visit www.savedarfur.org

Above are the remains of  a casualty of the fighting in Darfur.

Photo courtesy of the International Actions Network on Small Arms

Above is a drawing by a surviving child of  Darfur. This drawing depicts what the child saw and experienced before 
escaping. 

Courtesy of ABC News.com
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CAPTURE THE FLAG

   The following photos and stories were the result of a photo assignment for instructor Stephen Dunn’s Introduc-
tion to Photojournalism class during Fall 2008. Students were charged with producing an in-depth look at a sub-
ject of their choice in a documentary journalism style. The Live Wire is proud to be publishing the top three.

   A local men’s flag football league played in Somers 
consists of men over eighteen playing every Sunday 
during the three month long season. Over the years, 
the teams have become less serious about the game 
and more serious about the beer. Where teams once 
practiced hard at least one day a week, the practic-
es now have become once-a-week funfests.   
   The subject of this story are the men’s flag football 
league semi-finals and Super Bowl played by the teams, 
Body by Design (in yellow), POW, and the Dolphins. 
   The games can be serious and intense. The players can 
be seen driving for the flag, pulling an opponent’s jer-
sey to slow him down and eventually being outrun by 
a speed demon who ends up in the end zone for a “Last 
nail in the coffin” touchdown. The huddles and getting 
pumped up for the game are all parts of the excitement. 
When all is said and done, this flag football league is no 
joke to the players that play in it.

Grady Oliver 
Photojournalist

A flag football player from the Dolphins attempts an end run during a semi-final game but is stopped as a player from the Body by Design 
team leaps in to grab his flag.

A player from the Pastrami on Wry team, left, 
eludes a defender from the Body by Design team 
and his flag remains intact, for the moment.

A team huddle to discuss strategy before the start of a playoff game finds members of the Body by 
Design team adjusting their shorts and checking their flags. 

Players from the Manchester team react from the sidelines during a semi-final match played 
in Somers. 
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   Shooting Star Dance Center was founded in 1978 by owner/director Car-
ol-Ann Boardway Chapin. Having received her Masters degree in Ballet and 
Theatrical Arts from the Dance Educatorís of American Teacher Training 
School in 1982, Carol continues to learn and constantly attends workshops 
to continue her training. Known as Miss Carol to her students, she is not 
only a teacher and mentor, but also a role model and a friend. Many have 
come to consider her family.  Itís easy to see how Miss Carolís consistency 
and dependency impact other peopleís lives and many parents believe that 
dance, along with Miss Carol, keep their children out of trouble. Dance teach-
es the type of discipline that can help any child excel in any aspect of life. 
   Located in Springfield, Massachusetts, the studio offers a variety of 
classes for different experience levels, interests, and age groups. Preschool 
classes are offered in Ballet, Acro, Tap, Lyrical, Jazz, and Hip-Hop. In addi-
tion to these classes, older, more experienced students are offered class-
es in Modern and Broadway Jazz. If a student is serious about ballet and 
has been training for many years, after the age of 13 (when their bones 
are done developing and their feet are strong enough) they may start to 
take Pointe. Competition classes are also available to every age group. 
   At Shooting Star Dance Center, a variety of students with different back-
grounds come together to create art. This type of art is no different than 
painting or playing music as it lets the artist release emotion without 
speaking. But while an artistís pain is usually visible on a piece of paper, 
the dancerís is hidden. The dancerís emotions can only go as far as the mu-
sician who has composed the piece. The brutality of the art, the pain and 
the strain that is put on the dancerís body is hidden behind the beauty and 
grace of the performance, behind the satin and pink of their Pointe shoes.

Niki Fecteau 
Photojournalist

CATCH A 
SHOOTING STAR

A ballet student at the Shooting Star Dance Center stretches out to touch her pink satin slippers during a recent session at the Springfield studio.

Carol Ann Boardway Chapin, the owner/director of Shooting Star, right, 
leads a jazz dance class through some new steps at her Springfield studio.

Students in a jazz dance class attempt to perform some new steps in unison 
under the watchful eye of their dance instructor

A jazz dance student gets a workout as she dances 
her way to the other end of the mirrored dance 
center. 
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JUNKYARD   The junkyard affectionately known 
as “Tony’s Junkyard” was established 
in Colchester during the early 1940’s 
and is located near the entrance to the 
town’s transfer station. The crushed 
cars and the “Keep Out” signs, which 
line the border of the junkyard, have 
always captivated me. I do believe it 
was the Keep Out signs that drew me 
in. An environmental class that I had 
taken led me to question whether this 
junkyard might be detrimental to the 
residents of this small town. In early 
November, I set about finding out the 
answers to that question. I spoke to 
the town’s first selectman and asked 
her how I could find out why the junk-
yard is located upstream of a river. 
She directed me to Mark Decker, the 
town’s health director who is very 
knowledgeable about the subject. Mr. 
Decker said the yard, which is accred-
ited by the state DMV, predates a lot 
of environmental laws. The junkyard 
is apparently not a problem to the 
town because precautions have been 
taken into account. There is a zone 
surrounding the yard where no drink-
ing wells are allowed. The debris or 
toxins that could fall form the rusting 
cars would not affect the wells. Asked 
if the any of the local wildlife could 
be affected by the water surrounding 
the junkyard, he said that the surface 
water was not affected as the water is 
constantly moving and being recycled. 
Looking in from beyond the Keep Out 
signs, what I saw was fascinating in-
cluding a little girl’s bicycle thrown 
into the smashed windshield of a car.

Kate Doyle 
Photojournalist

Old cars, trucks and scrap metal reached their final resting place in “Tony’s Junkyard” sitting on the banks of a river in Colchester.

While vegetation claims these worn out vehicles, a foreboding “Keep Out” 
sign  warns visitors to stay away.

A plastic hubcap is broken up and will soon disappear from view as it is slowly 
covered with leaves and soil. 

A child’s bicycle rests among the shattered glass of a car’s windshield in the junkyard. One can only imagine what happened 
here.
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   On Dec. 12, Manchester Community 
College hosted its annual Winter Arts 
Festival in the Arts, Sciences and Tech-
nology building. The event featured a 
wide variety of artwork in the Hans Weiss 
Newspace Gallery and vocal and instru-
mental performances in the SBM Chari-
table Foundation Auditorium simultane-
ously. The turnout was very impressive. 
   Amy Canter, who had a few pieces 
of her art from her 2D Design class on 
display in the gallery, said that her un-
titled picture of a woman with glasses 
was something she had done in her spare 
time and wasn’t intending to submit it for 
the art show. However, after her teacher 
looked at the picture, she asked Canter to 
submit her picture for the show. Canter 
cut out a cardboard background for the 
painting and used coffee grinds and toilet 
paper for texture on the woman’s face. 
   Canter’s mother, Lori, was 
there to support her daughter. 
   “I think she does excellent work,” 
she said. “We’re very proud.”  
   Over in the auditorium, there were 
vocal performances by MCC students 
and the MCC concert choir. MCC stu-
dent sang solos beautifully and received 
standing ovations. Following the solo 
performances was the MCC concert 
choir, which sang many songs, includ-
ing, “There Were No Mirrors in My Ma-
ma’s House” and “We Are,” which were 
followed by a combination of Christmas 
music. There are also some instrumental 
performances, including a string quartet. 
   Student Rachel DePenning’s short 
film, titled “Estrangement,” was shown 
in the hallway along the gallery dur-

By Danish Rehman 
Live Wire Staff Writer

Great turnout for Winter Arts festival

ing the festival. The film depicts a sto-
ry about two siblings who have been 
torn apart by something neither can 
control. The sister is vehemently op-
posed to the life choice made by the 

brother, and the tension is tangible. 
   DePenning said she had a 
great time making the film. 
   “My cast and crew were amazing, and 
I’m very pleased with the end result,” 

she said. “It’s a great film with so much 
meaning and significance in today’s so-
ciety.  I was very delighted and thank-
ful to be able to share it with so many 
people at the Winter Arts Festival.”

“Marley & Me” Captures Puppy Love

By Ashley E. Lang 
Live Wire Layout Editor 

   Dogs have long been revered as mans’ best friend, a 
never disappointing companion with a shoulder to cry on 
who is always willing and eager to turn every frown the 
right side up, while simultaneously also witnessing every 
momentous and happy occasion that comes your way.  
   I do not know of the love of mans’ best friend first hand; 
however, I do know the love of 11 loyal and lazy cats that 
have made their way into my comfy abode. I just saw a 
movie which captures the essence of owning your first pet.  
   “Marley & Me,” starring Owen Wilson and Jennifer Anis-
ton, is a heartfelt story about raising your first dog. Mar-
ley, a sweet yellow Labrador who soon becomes rightfully 
known as “the world’s worst dog,” becomes the glue that 
not only tests the Grogans’ (played by Wilson and Aniston) 
patience but also becomes the foundation for their family.     
   At first glance, Marley seems innocent enough. That 
is until he eats a section of drywall, swallows a gold 
necklace, eats through a couch, and steals women’s un-
dergarments, among other things. However, as much 
trouble as Marley seems to bring with him, he also be-
comes the centerfold to one of the most touching ani-

mal lover movies that has graced the movie screens.  
   Marley shares every major event in the Grogans’ life, 
from the excitement of their first pregnancy, to the 
woes of their miscarriage that is heartbreaking to 
watch. Marley bares witness to their first born son, 
Patrick, and soon after the couple’s second son Con-
nor, and daughter Colleen. He also tags along during 
the Grogans’ two moves, their last to Pennsylvania.  
   As you watch “Marley & Me,” you witness all of the hard-
ships and joyous occasions that the Grogans’ lived through 
as if you were there yourself watching from a dusty cor-
ner. Aniston beautifully captures the heartbreak of losing 
your first child, as well as the frustrations of raising three 
kids, and a dog. Wilson, known mainly for his comedic 
performances, brings not only laughter, but also depicts 
the unbreakable bond between man and his best friend.  
   “Marley & Me” is a beautiful and heartfelt movie that is 
sure to cause you to shed a tear (so be sure to have a tis-
sue on hand) not because he is the “world’s worst dog,” 
but because he is the essence of what it means to love so 
unconditionally. 

Image courtesy of google.

Eric Jeffcoat, left, looks at some of the art work that was displayed at MCC’s Winter Arts festival.
Photo by Shannon Hogan
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   It’s generally been a male dominated music genre, 
but over the last few decades, more and more wom-
en have entered the world of rock music.  Spinner.
com, an AOL Music blog, stated that Janice Joplin 
was one of the first females to come onto the rock 
scene. But it doesn’t really matter who was the first 
because many, including Joplin herself, have proved 
that women in rock are a force to be reckoned with. 
   As a woman in rock myself, I have been heavily 
influenced and inspired by many of these women. 
Heart, the ever-popular hard rock group from the 
70’s and 80’s, contained two of these very influ-
ential and inspirational women.  And as soon as 
sisters Ann and Nancy Wilson joined the once all-
male vocal group, Heart rose to fame in the mid-
70’s with hits like “Crazy on You” and “Barracuda.”  
   A biography about the group on Vh1.com said that 
Ann, the lead singer, never took formal lessons as a 
child, which is pretty impressive.  She later learned 
how to play several instruments.  Interestingly 
enough, the reason she turned to music was because 
of a stutter.  Nancy, on the other hand, learned to play 
guitar and flute.  And though she’s known as the lead 
guitarist for Heart, she sang lead vocals on hits like 
“These Dreams.” “Stranded,” and “There’s the Girl.” 
   After two failed albums in the early 80’s, Heart 
made a comeback in 1985 with a self-titled album, 
their first with Capitol Records.  This brought the 
hits “What About Love,” “Never,” and “Nothing 
At All.”  More successful albums followed, includ-
ing 1987’s Bad Animal, which brought the #1 hit 
“Alone.”  Heart went on hiatus in the 90’s, but both 
sisters came back as solo artists in the early 2000’s. 
   During the same decades of popularity as Heart, 
another iconic rocker was dominating the mu-
sic charts. Pat Benatar, my idol and biggest in-
spiration, came on the rock scene in the 70’s.  
Born and raised in New York, Benatar started 
out singing in bars in the late 70’s, until a re-
cord deal from Chrysalis Records came her way. 
   Benatar released her first album, In The Heat of 
The Night, in 1979, which brought hits like “Heart-
breaker” and “I Need a Lover.”  More hit singles 
and albums followed, including “Hit Me With 
Your Best Shot” from her 1980 album Crimes 
of Passion, “Fire and Ice” and “Promises in the 
Dark” from 1981’s Precious Time, “Shadows of 
the Night” from 1982’s Get Nervous, “Love is a 
Battlefield” from 1983’s Live From Earth, and “We 
Belong” from 1984’s Tropico.  In the 90’s, Bena-
tar came out with three albums, 1991’s True Love, 
1993’s Gravity’s Rainbow (which happens to be 
one of my favorites), and 1997’s Innamorata.  In 
2004, she released her last and final album, Go. 
   Benatar’s rough and distinctive voice still rings 
in the ears of people today.  And with the 30th an-
niversary of her first album approaching this 
year, more is to come from the great Benatar. 
   Another distinctive voice in rock comes from 
Dolores O’Riordan of the popular 90’s band The 
Cranberries.  Her unique, Celtic voice brought 
something new to the ears of rock music fans, like 
myself.  And it’s her voice, specifically, that makes 
her one of my favorite female rockers of all time.  
The band’s great success is another factor as well. 
   O’Riordan and her band come out of Limerick, 
Ireland.  They first found success in the United 
States with their debut album, 1993’s Everybody 
Else is Doing it, So Why Can’t We? with hits “Lin-
ger” and “Dreams.”  In 1994, No Need to Argue fol-
lowed with hits “Zombie” and “Ode to My Family.”  
Their third, fourth, and fifth albums were released, 
but the band’s popularity declined along with their 
album sales.  The Cranberries announced they were 
taking a break in September 2003, and in 2007 
O’Riordan released a solo album, Are You Listening. 

By Rachel M. DePenning 
Live Wire Editor

   From 90’s Celtic rock to today’s alternative metal, Amy 
Lee from the amazing band Evanescence brought yet an-
other fresh voice to rock music with her angelic vocals 
backed by heavy, gothic instrumentals.  Lee and her band 
hit it big in 2003 with their single “Bring Me To Life” 
from their 2003 debut album Fallen.  Four years later, 
Evanescence came back to the top of the charts with their 
second studio album, The Open Door.  “Call Me When 
You’re Sober” was the first single, followed by “Lithi-
um,” “Sweet Sacrifice,” and “Good Enough.”  But despite 
all the success, Lee hasn’t always lived a luscious life. 
   In 1987, Lee’s sister, Bonnie, died from an unidenti-
fied illness at the age of 3.  Songs “Hello” and  “Like 
You” were written in her memory, but neither song 
has been performed live by the band, in fear that 
Lee will have a break down when performing them.  
Then, years after becoming famous, Lee started to 
encounter stalkers.  This is the topic and inspiration 
for the band’s song “Snow White Queen,” track 6 
on The Open Door.  Lee has said that the encounters 
have made her feel, in a twisted way, like a queen. 
   Continuing her career drama, Lee also dealt with a 
lawsuit brought on by former manager Dennis Rider 
for breach of contract in 2005.  Lee counter-sued with 
many claims, like sexual assault and battery.  Aside from 
legal troubles, Lee also went through a nasty break up 
with Seether front man Shaun Morgan, in addition to the 
departure of former co-founder, lead guitarist, writing 
partner, and best friend Ben Moody.  Lee wrote songs 
for The Open Door with her new writing partner and 
lead guitarist Terry Balsamo, but he suffered a minor 
stroke. He has since recovered.  After the release of 
that album, two band members quit, which resulted in 
several lineup changes, none of which were permanent. 
   Despite all the drama, Lee has managed to press 
on with her career.  In an interview with spin.com, 
Lee revealed she’s been working on new material 
that will potentially be used for a solo album, though 
she’s unsure if a solo career will in fact happen.  Lee 
has also stated in an interview with The Gauntlet that 
Balsamo and Tim McCord are still in the band, so 
it’s unclear as to what Lee and her band will do next. 
   During Evanescence’s absence, many other female front-
ed bands have exploded on the rock scene, including the 
mega popular Paramore, fronted by 20-year-old Hayley 
Williams, whose powerhouse vocals have unofficially 
dubbed her one of the greatest singers of our generation. 
   The band, whose members hail from Franklin, Tenn., 
released its first album All We Know is Falling in 
2005.  Though it’s their sophomore album, Riot!, re-
leased in 2007, that brought them their much deserved 
fame.  Hit’s “Misery Business,” “crushcrushcrush,” 
and “That’s What You Get” helped them achieve their 

level of success, but it’s their latest hit single that’s mak-
ing them an international household name.  “Decode” 
is one of two tracks Paramore contributed to the sound-
track for the popular vampire, fantasy flick “Twilight.”  
With its third album in the works, I think it’s safe to say 
that Paramore is the band to look out for in this new year. 
   To list a few more iconic women in rock, other no-
table female rockers are: Mama Cass Elliot and Mi-
chelle Phillips of The Mamas and The Papas, Melissa 
Etheridge, Joan Jett, Annie Danielewski of Poe, Gwen 
Stefani of No Doubt, Alanis Morissette, Morgan and 
Mercedes Lander of Kittie, Christina Scabbia of La-
cuna Coil, and Candice Kucsulain of Walls of Jericho. 
   So now it should be very easy to see that men aren’t the 
only ones who can rock out and rock hard.  Women have 
brought so much to the rock industry, and there’s still so 
much more to come.   With strength and attitude, women 
can overturn the discrimination, misconceptions, and under-
estimations that women face in the world today.  Women in 
rock from the past and present have proved just that. 

Women Who Rock

Image courtesy of Yahoo

Image courtesy of Google Image courtesy of Google

Pat Benatar

Amy Lee Hayley Williams
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Local Hip Hop Show-
case @
Toad’s Place, New 
Haven

My name is Shannon Hogan and I’m your local music reporter.  I’ve been actively involved in the Connecticut music scene 
for about 10 years as a musician and a fan.  I like anything and everything and I’m always interested in new acts and upcom-
ing shows.  Feel free to email me at the Live Wire, livewire@mcc.commnet.edu, with show dates or your band’s website.

Reel Big Fish/Tip 
The Van @Toad’s 
Place, New Haven

Rakim @
Toad’s Place, New 
Haven

Powerman 5000 @ 
Webster, Hartford

Dysrhythmia@
Cherry Street Station, 
Wallingford

18

Semi Precious 
Weapons @Webster 
underground, Hart-
ford

Lights @Webster 
underground, Hart-
ford

Drop Dead, Gor-
geous @Webster, 
Hartford

Automatic Lovelet-
ter @Webster Un-
derground, Hartford

Valentine’s Day

Deer Tick @Cafe 
Nine, New Haven

Cartoon

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day
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I’m sorry to say there really isn’t an answer to this.  Unfortunately, that’s just the way 
it is.  But I completely understand what you’re saying because, as a female, I deal with 
this every day.  Personally, I just ignore it.  I’m actually pretty comfortable with who I 
am, so any judgment or scrutiny has no effect on me or a significance in my life and the 
way I live it.  All I can suggest is to just ignore any and all of the judgments and scru-
tiny.  At the end of the day, if you’re happy with who you are, that’s all that matters.

Question: Why do women want “bad boys” and ignore nice guys, then later complain there are no nice guys around? 
What about women that treat nice guys badly?

   That’s a good question, and the answer is pretty simple. In my experience, women 
want a guy who projects confidence, feelings of self-worth, and independence. The 
whole “bad boy” image can be appealing to women because it includes all these quali-
ties.  You don’t have to be a badass for women to like you, though. You can still be a 
nice guy and get girls. There’s a fine line, however, between being “nice” and being 
needy. Women aren’t interested in men who need constant attention or reassurance. 
These aren’t attractive qualities. Women are drawn to guys who are confident in them-
selves, guys who don’t need their constant attention in order to be satisfied. If you’re 
not happy with yourself, you can never be happy in a relationship, and women know 
that. Show the ladies you’re confident and love yourself, and you’ll be much better off. 
   In response to your second question, women that treat nice guys badly only do so if 
you let them. If you invest all your emotion into a girl, you’re bound to get hurt sooner 
or later. It’s inevitable…you’re setting yourself up. It’s unfortunate that people some-
times treat each other poorly in relationships, but it does happen. If you’re not getting 
the satisfaction you want out of a relationship, try talking it out with your partner. If 
things still aren’t working and you aren’t being treated fairly, bail.  There are a lot of 
women out there, man. 

J. Eric D’Amico

   Girls want “bad boys” because they have an inherent maternal urge to help 
these troubled young men. They think these guys need them, and they don’t, so, 
of course, they get hurt.  The problem lies in the fact that you can’t “fix” someone 
and to think you can, as anyone with experience will tell you, is to humor your-
self and set yourself up for sure failure. This rule applies to both guys and girls. 
   Any girl that’s worth your time knows what she wants and isn’t stuck in this im-
mature state of mind.  Worrying about people stuck in this cycle makes you just as 
bad as them.  Your best bet is to take care of yourself and Miss Right will come along 
eventually.

Shannon Hogan

Question: Why is a woman’s sexuality always under so much scrutiny and judged so loosely and frequently?
Well, I don’t think it is just women whose sexuality is always under scrutiny. But to 
answer your question, it’s a sexist world out there. Unfortunately, women are perceived 
much differently than men. Looking at this from a sociological perspective, I sup-
pose that people see any type of deviant behavior from popular cultural beliefs, like 
how men are supposed to behave, such as acting helpless and being very effeminate, 
as unmanly and those men are therefore questioned about their sexuality. I’d say ig-
nore those comments and show the world that you’re an exception to these stigmas.  

Danish Rehman Rachel M. DePenning

I know exactly what you’re talking about because I’ve been one of those girls in 
the past.  I think this happens due to low self-esteem and a lack of self-respect.  I know 
for me personally, self-consciousness played a big part in the reason I stayed with these 
kinds of guys.  That, and a belief that the no good loser was the only one who would 
ever want to be with me. So, based mostly on my own personal experience, I’m going to 
say that girls stay with these types of guys because they feel they can’t get anyone else 
and, as a result, they’ve convinced themselves that the guy is “the one” and that, in time, 
he’ll change his ways.  I’ll also add that a girl in this situation may claim they love him 
because she wants him to love her, and because he’s staying in a relationship with her, 
despite the cheating, lying, and mistreatment, she feels like he does in fact love her and 
want to be with her.  Of course, every girl and every situation is different, so an accurate 
answer to your question really depends on the situation and the girl.

     Rachel M. DePenning

 That is a great question. When looking at a couple where the boy treats the 
girl like that, it is hard to actually understand their relationship. The boy is obvious-
ly lying, cheating, and mistreating the girl, but at the end of all that there still is love 
there. As much as he shows that he doesn’t care in the end there is something there 
that the girl sees. The girl must believe that the boy will eventually turn his act around, 
though there is no way to know how long it will take him to actually do that. Girls 
see the best in people. As terrible as the boy may be, the girl sees potential. Maybe 
she wants to fix him and his problems or maybe she just wholeheartedly loves him 
more than anything and cannot bear to be without him. Some girls have the men-
tality to be with the “bad boy” so that there is the challenge of turning him around 
and sometimes it comes with this baggage. Ultimately, the girl needs to sit down and 
think about what she has and what is actually out there. As powerful as their love 
may be, there are many more boys out there that will treat her 1,000 times better.  
 
                   Jonathan Stankiewicz

Why do girls stay with guys that cheat, lie, and mistreat them and still claim that they love them?
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Women’s Basketball Team Gearing up for Postseason

By Rob Parrott 
Live Wire Staff Writer

JANUARY

TUE. 20 BRISTOL COMMUNITY COLLEGE^ MANCHESTER, CT 8PM
Thu. 22 Gateway Community College^ New Haven, CT 6PM
SUN. 25 BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COLLEGE^ MANCHESTER, CT 1PM
Thu. 29 Springfield Tech. C. C.^ Springfield, MA 5pm
SAT 31 ROXBURY COMMUNITY COLLEGE^ MANCHESTER, CT 1PM

FEBRUARY
Sat. 7 Massasoit Community College^ Brockton, MA 1PM
WED. 11 UCONN – AVERY POINT^ MANCHESTER, CT 8PM
SUN. 15 SUFFOLK COUNTY C.C. MANCHESTER, CT 2PM
Sun. 22 Dean College Franklin, MA 1PM
Wed. 25 NJCAA REGION 21 PLAYDOWN TBD TBD
Sat-Sun 28-3/1 NJCAA REGIONAL TOURNAMENT TBD TBD

MARCH
Thu.-Sat. 12-14 NJCAA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT Rochester, MN TBD

ALL HOME GAMES (BOLD CAPS) ARE PLAYED AT EAST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS NOTED
^ Division III Region XXI game

A Smorgasbord of Topics 
for the New Year

By Tom Sullivan
Live Wire Staff Writer

Sully on Sports: 

    I know what you were thinking when you turned to this 
page. You were expecting to see my smiling face, followed 
by a heartfelt sob story about how the New England Patriots 
were slighted by the NFL Playoff System and how I’m 
jilted again. But I’ve decided against that, for a number of 
reasons. The first reason is obvious, you read it in my Oct. 
27, 2008 column. But this jilting doesn’t even come close 
to some of the others I mentioned then. The second reason 
is that the Patriots had a number of opportunities early in 
the season to help their playoff chances. They couldn’t 
capitalize on those opportunities, so instead of playing 
their own way into the playoffs they had to watch the 
New York Jets choke away all of the Pats’ hopes for 2008.   
    So now that the Pats are out of the way it’s time for my 
mea culpa for my NFL Playoff predictions from the Dec. 
4, 2008 issue. I’d like to start by saying that I came right 
out and said it was completely ridiculous for me to predict 
the playoffs before Thanksgiving, and now I have sworn 
to never do that ever again. I was right on five of the 12 
teams, which is pathetic, but let’s take a look at it.
   At the time, the San Diego Chargers and Philadelphia 
Eagles were in no shape to be playoff teams, and nobody 
saw the complete collapse of the Jets (and, to a lesser 
degree, the Dallas Cowboys and Washington Redskins) 
coming. I do have to own up to my complete oversight 
of the Miami Dolphins and my prejudice against rookie 
quarterbacks. Kudos to the Dolphins, Matt Ryan and 
the Atlanta Falcons, and Joe Flacco and the Baltimore 
Ravens. So I was wrong about a lot, but that’s pretty 

easy to do in late November. I stand by my prediction 
of the Tennessee Titans as the Super Bowl champs, 
but the Arizona Cardinals are my new NFC champs. 
    Jumping from the NFL, now I want to talk a little about 
Major League Baseball and this year’s “Hot Stove” period. 
With the economy the way it is these days, large-market 
teams like the New York Yankees, Boston Red Sox, and 
New York Mets have a much larger separation in the amount 
they can spend than usual because their owners are so rich 
that they are immune to any type of recession. But small 
market teams like the San Diego Padres, Cleveland Indians, 
and Minnesota Twins have very tight pockets this winter. 
    With new stadiums opening up in the spring for both 
New York teams, they went out and made big acquisitions; 
the Mets for practical reasons, like strengthening their 
bullpen. The Yankees may have made some signings 
for reasons only explicable to the family Steinbrenner. 
Sure, the Bronx Bombers needed an ace pitcher like C.C. 
Sabathia, but did they really need to make a 350+ pound 
pitcher who hasn’t been able to prove himself in the 
playoffs the highest paid pitcher of all time? Probably not, 
but it remains to be seen. The more egregious acquisition 
to most baseball fans was their back door entrance into the 
Mark Texiera sweepstakes. With the Red Sox poised to sign 
Texiera for a measly $160 million, the Yankees jumped in 
at the last second and raised the ante to $180 million. That 
move more than quadrupled the Florida Marlins entire 
payroll with just their 2009 offseason purchases, and the 
Yankees left every baseball fan feeling unclean, but did 

it surprise anybody? Of course not, it’s the Yankees. 
    Now I’d like to conclude by handing out some “Sully 
Awards” for 2008, just to give attention to some of 
those deserving of recognition for their achievements 
in sports.
   First, I’d like to award the NFL LVP (least valuable 
player) to two deserving co-winners from the same 
team: Bernard Pollard and Dwayne Bowe of the Kansas 
City Chiefs. Pollard and Bowe each ruined an entire 
teams’ season this year, Pollard by ending Tom Brady’s 
season seven minutes in, and Bowe by dropping the 
onside kick from the Chargers that, if he had held on 
to it, would’ve sent the Denver Broncos to the playoffs. 
    This award is for my favorite 
movie of 2008. “Eagle Eye,” see it. 
    The next award goes to the Philadelphia 76ers for 
having 2008’s worst new alternate uniform. The Sixers 
tried to throwback to their glory days by introducing a red 
third jersey that is just hideous and isn’t reminiscent at all 
of their championship teams. Look it up, it’s despicable. 
    My final award is for the best game of 2008, and the 
winner is, Game 4 of the NBA Finals when the Boston 
Celtics completed a 24 point comeback to take a three 
games to one lead in the series over the Los Angeles 
Lakers en route to their 17th NBA Championship. 
   Why did I choose this game other than the fact 
that it was an instant classic? It makes me feel 
good, because I’m still sad that the Pats missed 
the playoffs and the Mets can’t complete a season. 
    

   The Manchester Community College wom-
en’s basketball team has their eyes set on 
a return trip to the NJCAA National Tour-
nament this season.  Coach Robert Turner 
said the Cougars will make the playoffs, but 
there are things that must be improved. 
   “Our bench has to get better,” said Turner. 
“They need to contribute more.  We’ve im-
proved our free throws, but the defensive part 
of the game is what really needs to improve.” 
The Cougars had an 11-2 record as of Jan. 22. 
   Jhenel Franklin is one player Turner does 
not need to worry about.  Franklin has done 
it all this season at both ends of the court.  
On Jan.3, against Quinsigamond Commu-
nity College, Franklin recorded a quadruple 
double.  Franklin scored 25 points, grabbed 
10 rebounds, 12 assists, and 10 steals. 
   “She’s [Franklin] great,” teammate Katurah 
Andrews said.  “She gets the ball to you.  She 
looks this way and goes that way.  You just have 
to put you hands up and be ready for the ball.” 
   Franklin isn’t the only player who has 
stepped up for the Cougars.  Sophomore, Shan-
ika Hines has picked up her game in hopes of 
sending the Cougars deep into the playoffs. 
   “Shanika has elevated her game and 
she is a good shooter,” said Turner. 
   Even with all the success so far this sea-
son the Cougars still realize the impor-
tance of not getting ahead of themselves.   
   “We are taking each game as it comes,” said 

sophomore Amy Griswold. “We all want to make it 
and go, [to the NCJAA tournament] but we are tak-
ing it one game at a time and focusing on that.” 
   Turner agreed with Griswold, saying the team 
is always going to take it one game at a time, but 
he does expect for his team to make the playoffs. 
   Now that the winter break is over, the team is back 
to business with their eyes set on the postseason.  The 
Cougars only had three practices during the break, but 
didn’t seem to miss a beat in their first game back Jan. 3.   
   “It was difficult getting back in the swing of 
things,” said Andrews.  “We had some scrim-
mages, but they weren’t game-like situations.” 

   Tom Sullivan, MCC’s public address announcer, said he thinks 
the Cougars will be a tough team to beat the rest of the way. 
   “They’re exciting to watch,” said Sullivan.  “They push 
the tempo of the game and they force a lot of turnovers, 
making it difficult for other teams to run with them.” 
   That may be true, but Turner said he still realizes 
that any team can win on any given day so the Cou-
gars will have to stay sharp offensively and defensively. 
   “I know that we are going to be a hard team to beat,” said 
Turner.  “I’m not going to guarantee a New England cham-
pionship, but I am going to say we are going to be in the 
thick of things.  I expect us to continue to be competitive, 
play at a high level, and be a force in the playoffs.”



on campus
Word

“I didn’t notice the new 
dryers, but I did notice 
there’s no more paper tow-
els.”

Angeline Chiang
Liberal Arts & Science

“ The new hand dryers, be-
cause they make the bathroom 
cleaner and are better for the 
environment as they use less 
paper.”

Susan Brown
Criminology

“ I like the hand dryers 
because they’re fun to play 
with.”

Amanda Davol
Disability Specialist

“Paper towels because they 
use no technology. Hand 
dryers can break down and 
would be to be repaired.”

Mikhil Markov
Accounting/Business Adm.

“I like the new hand dryers, 
because they’re more effici-
ant than the old ones and 
save paper.”

Jamie Ranson
Fine Arts

“Paper towels because they’re 
just easier to use. They make 
your hands dry.”

Chris Byrka
Business Administration

CAUGHT!

Student Shannon Kelly got CAUGHT reading the Live Wire and won a T-shirt. You could be next if you get CAUGHT reading your 
student newspaper by our roving photographer! Photo by David St. Jacques

Do you 
prefer pa-
per tow-
els or the 
new “su-
per hand 
dryers” 
in MCC’s 
bathrooms 
and why?


